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OUTLINE

 A brief history of the Board

 Major accomplishments

 Current projects

 New projects/Future plans

 Unfinished business



HISTORY

 Created in 1997

 Preceded by Interagency Task Force on 
Monitoring

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The final report of the ITFM  in 1996 recommended the formation of a permanent Monitoring Council and Methods Board.



WORKGROUPS – PRE-2007
 PBMS
 WQDE
 Biology
 Laboratory Accreditation
 New Technologies
 Nutrients
 DQO/MQO
 NEMI

Presenter
Presentation Notes
From 1997-2007 the Board had a variety of workgroups. Activity varied among them.



ACCOMPLISHMENTS

 General
 AWRA IMPACT (2003)

 PBMS
 Reservoir Dogs journal article
 Technical report No. 2 (2001)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
IMPACT: Seeking a common framework for QW monitoring.   Articles based on the monitoring framework wheel.  Nice magazine, we should advertise it more, it is still relevant and useful.

PBMS – number of articles and presentations.  Tech. report 01-02 is the Board’s position paper.



ACCOMPLISHMENTS (CONT.)

 Laboratory accreditation
 White paper and fact sheet (2003)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Known data quality key to knowledge of health of waters.  More than 75 fed & state lab accreditation programs in the U.S., may of which are not recognized by other state accreditation agencies. Requirements differ and even conflict.  Pose a major burden on labs and provide little if any improvements to data quality.

Also, lack of uniform and comprehensive lab accred standards in the U.S. may result in large data quality disparities under diff programs even within the same agency.

Comprehensive, uniform lab accred standards likely to improve QA programs in the U.S. and eventually support performance-based approaches to monitoring.
 




ACCOMPLISHMENTS (CONT.)

 Water Quality Data Elements
 Technical Report No. 3 (2006)
 Habitat (ACWI 2008)

Presenter
Presentation Notes

WQDE – technical report containing chem/micro/tox/biology published in 2006.  Last year the ACWI approved data elements for habitat.  Throughout the process we have worked closely with EPA and they have adopted these standards. 



ACCOMPLISHMENTS (CONT.)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
NEMI released in 2002, also have companion NEMI-CBR for homeland security.

Most of EPA’s water methods are in NEMI, yet EPA continues to spend money to post methods on their site.  Why not one method compendium? I talked with someone in OSW and they pay a contractor to post the PDF’s of their methods on their site.  I would be willing to bet we could post the PDF and the method summaries for the same or less $$.



WORKGROUPS – FAST FORWARD TO NOW

 Sensors
 QA Initiative

 ACRR Matrix
 Field Deployment Guide
 Data Elements
 Glossary

 Technology

 ACT/NEMI collaboration

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A number of changes to the Board came around 2006-2007.  USGS support had declined somewhat and then Herb Brass retired at EPA and so
the decision was made to deactivate those workgroups that were not actively working on projects.  

Although not listed here, the habitat data elements were the first group assembled. This was due to a pressing need at both EPA and USGS for habitat data elements to support bioWQX and bioDATA at the two agencies.  




FUTURE PLANS

 Assessments and Statistics
 In cahoots w/ WIS workgroup
 Phase I: trends methods in NEMI

 Bioassessments at small(er) scales
 Session at conference

 Define data needs
 DQOs
 Reference conditions – definition of
 Fed. reporting requirements
 Nest w/in national programs (EPA, Network, NAWQA)



FUTURE PLANS

 Website redesign



WAY-FUTURE PLANS

 State monitoring programs
 Carter-Resh survey of invert protocols – what is min. 

level required?
 Yoder-Barbour – “Critical Elements” doc – based on 

10 criteria to assess whether state mon. programs are 
sufficiently rigorous

 Griffith survey of states – update?

 Data quality/quantity objectives
 Comparability between states

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Coming out of the conference session that Mike Miller from the WDNR is planning and seeming to dovetail with the assessments and statistics group is 
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