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* USDA = US Department of Agriculture

+ CSREES -

Cooperative State Research, Education, and
Extension Service,

- "Cooperative Extension”
- "Extension”



Applying knowledge to improve
water guality

* 10 regional programs

» Extension Education projects

» Integrated Research, education and and
Extension projects

* National Facilitation projects

..all competitively funded



+ Extension = community-based educators

* Mission: to bring science to the people,
conduct educational outreach, and encourage
"better practices”

* Land Grant University System - USDA

- at least one in every U.S. state & territory
- Water quality branch

* Many county-based offices
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Goal: Increase number, capacity, viability,
vitality,and connectivity of all Extension-based
volunteer monitoring programs & support
development of new groups

+ ID existing Extension volunteer monitoring
programs & learn about them
* Develop & establish & use internet
and web-based tools
+ Develop & distribute training materials

+ Offer training programs



» Establish an interactive web-site
www.usawaterquality.org/volunteer/

- electronic list serve- for Extension
<CSREESvolmon-list@uwex.edu>



Multi-media training materials

» "Guide to Growing"” Extension Programs
- Based on case studies of model programs
- Modular format fo ensure timeliness

- Available in hardcopy and electronic formats
- Why volunteer water quality monitoring makes sense
- Designing your monitoring strategy *
+ Effective training techniques
* Quality assurance issues
» Volunteer management and support tools
» QOutreach tools
- Finding support and funding for local efforts

» Successful approaches to local data sharing and
networking

x

* www.usawaterquality.org/volunteer



* Based on "Guide to Growing”

» Conduct training sessions offered through
CSREES regional conferences and other
venues

- Pacific Northwest
(July 13-15)

- Arizona
(June 15-17)
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Total of 38 programs
associated with

Extension .. *‘
Began as early as 1978 RS

and as recently as 2003

Monitor variety of
habitats, including
rivers, streams, lakes,
ponds, wells, wetlands,
& estuaries

M CE sponsoredico-sponsored program
0 CEinteraction with local program
Mo connection betwean program
and CE or no program
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Table 1: Written sampling protecels/methodelogy availability.

State

Program Methods
developed

Available for
purchase

Available
for free

Available
on wehsite®

AL

&l abama Water Watch

v

Same

co

Morth Fark Solunteer Manitoring Project

I

Hoosier Riverwatch
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Previous Page About the Data WAV Home

Welcome to the Water Action Volunteers' Citizen Stream Monitoring database!

This database is your connection to data that have been collected by citizen monitors throughout the state of
Wisconsin on our streams and wadable rivers.

Enter the Database

About the Data
Learn more specific information (the wha, what, where, why and when) aboutthe data

Monitoring Results MEW!
Wiews results that have been summarized far various streams where Water Action Valunteers have manitored. Results

are presented as brochures that are available for viewing and printing as pdffiles.

Printable directions for searching the database { 130K pdi*)

Local Coordinators” registration and data entry procedures guide (345K pdf')

Citizen stream monitors are people just like you! if you have an interest in learning abowt the quality of the water in
your lecal stream or river, then you might be interested in becoming a citizen stream monitor. Contact Kris
Stepenuck, Water Action Volunteers” Program Coordinator at 608-264-8948 or kris.stepenucki@ces.uwex.edu for
more information.

*Porttable Document Format files (pdf) can be wiewed, nawigated and printed from a weotstation using the freely available Acrobat
Reader softmare from Adobe Systems Inc. Wersions of Acrobat Reader run on DOS, Windowes, Macintosh and Unix systems. Most
up-to-date browsers already include Acrobat Reader. Click here for more information or to download Acrobat Reader.

Previous Page | Back to WAY Monitoring Home

T i University of Wisconsin-Extension Water Resources Programs
http:/iclean-water.uwex.edu

— Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources Nonpoint Source Water Pollution Abatement Program
] hitp:iwww.dnr.state.wi.us ‘org/water ‘wimmps index.htm

Fhoto credits for WA W'eb site: Rober Queen, Jeff Strobel, Pam Padeer, Suzanne Wade, Widkie Mayer, Peggy Compton, Kris Stepenud
and WAy Program Wolunteers.
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Why Volunteer Water
Quality Monitoring Makes Sense

University of Rhode Island

Engages Citizens in Watershed
Protection and Enhancement

Assessments of existing volunteer
monitoring efforts  within CSREES?
suggest that volunteer water quality
monitoring programs provide a unigue
opportunity to engage citizens in
watershed protection and enhancement
efforts. These programs have a unigue
capacity to:
¢ Address CSREES themes
e Help communities make
informed decisions and improve
water quality
e (Capture the excitement and

University of Wisconsin

Kelly Addy, Linda Green, Elizabeth Herron, and Kris Stepenuck
Addresses CSREES Themes

The Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service
(CSREES) Water Quality Program, with help from Cooperative
Extension (CE) programs of each state and territory, identified eight
topical themes for research, education and extension. These
themes are: Animal Waste Management, Drinking Water and Human
Health, Environmental Restoration, Nutrient and Pesticide
Management, Pollution Assessment and Prevention, Watershed
Management, Water Conservation and Agricultural Water
Management, and Water Policy and Economics. Volunteer water
guality monitoring can effectively address each of these themes.
Volunteers learn the background to these water quality issues,
gather valuable water quality data, and share information with the
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Training Volunteer
Water Quality Monitors Effectively

University of Rhode Island University of Wisconsin

Elizabeth Herron, Linda Green, Kris Stepenuck, and Kelly Addy

Effective training of volunteer water quality monitors is critical for volunteer competency and
satisfaction, and therefore essential for program success. This factsheet reviews some basic elements
of successful training and provides some tips for improving yvour training strategy. Links to websites
with more in-depth information are included throughout this document. We suggest that you also
review the materials and links to Extension-associated volunteer water quality monitoring programs
found at our website (http://wwwisawatorgualitv org/volunteer) for additional resources.

Training Is a Process that Flows
Throughout the Program

Typically, we think o assroom or out in the B

fieM demonstrating particular methods to new volunteers. However, in order S B T f
D (T iofiz M)W &5xd1in O/ A8 4]
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This Volunteeer Water Quality Monitoring Mational Facilitation Project is designed to build a comprehensive
support system for Extension volunteer water quality monitoring efforts across the country. The goal is to expand
and strengthen the capacity of existing Extension volunteer menitoring programs and support development of
new groups.
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About this Program

Regional Programs
January 11 -15, 2004
USDA-CSREES Mational Water Quality Conference:
Integrating Research, Extension and Education
Clearwater, Florida

National Themes

Mational Facilitation — =

the CSREES Regiona
Water Quality Programs

Extension Education

Integrated Research,
Education, and
Extension

Funded Projects

Success Stories

Online Resaurces
Home

Previous Page

search this veebsite:

@

Upcoming Events

October 19 - 23
Southern Region
Extension Water Quality
Conference

“Wanue: Ruidoso, M

MNovernber 2 - 4:
Wiater Environment
Federation; Animal
Residuals Conference
“enue: Arlington, WA

Movember 4 - 8:

Morth Arnerican Lake
Management Society
MALMS) Annual
Conference

Wanue: Mashantucket,
CcT

January 11 - 15
LSDA-CEREES

Mational Water Quality
Conference: Integrating
Fesearch, Extension
and Education

Wenue: Clearwater, FL

more events are listed in
the event calendar...

Proceedings of the
2003 National Water
Cluality Coordinators'

Conference

Ty

A cooperative program consisting of the USDA Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service
and
the Land Grant Colleges and Universities.



By linking with Extension, volunteer
water quality monitoring programs bring
university science to the community and

community realities to the university

Thank youl



