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Abstract

Mercury finds it way into aquatic ecosystems in a variety of ways. Atmospheric deposition is one major pathway.
Not only can mercury in the atmosphere cross political and jurisdictional boundaries, migratory pelagic predator
fish do also. After a preliminary assessment indicated that mercury was a widespread contaminant in edible tissue
of fish taken from the Gulf, the Gulf of Mexico Program Management Committee directed the Program Office to
conduct an analysis of the occurrence of mercury in the fishery resources of the Gulf of Mexico. A steering
committee consisting of persons with knowledge of environmental mercury analysis from state health and
environmental agencies of the five states surrounding the Gulf of Mexico, EPA, FDA, and NOAA was formed to
oversee the project. Emphasis was placed on data collected during and after 1990 as

the steering committee concluded that analytical methods had been improved and standardized sufficiently that
the results from the various laboratories were comparable.

Tissue monitoring data sets from Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Texas state monitoring programs;
the EPA EMAP; the NOAA Mussel Watch Program; and the NMFS GulfChem Study were acquired. These data
sets were aggregated into a regional database, which is available over the internet with data mapper software that
allows the user to query the database, produce maps of the query results, and zoom in to specific estuaries. The
database was updated in September 2003, and contains almost 27,000 records. The database can also be
downloaded in its entirety for use on a local computer.
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