NWQMC Sixth National Monitoring Conference

RESULTS OF A NATIONAL INVENTORY OF GROUND WATER LEVEL AND
GROUND WATER QUALITY MONITORING

Mike Wireman
Regional Ground-Water Expert
US EPA Region 8
1595 Wynkoop St.
Denver, CO 80202-1129

The Advisory Committee on Water Information, Subcommittee on Ground Water
(ACWI-SOGW) formed in January 2007 to develop a nationwide, long-term ground-
water quantity and quality monitoring framework; the subcommittee will provide
information necessary for the planning, management, and development of ground-water
supplies to meet current and future water needs and ecosystem requirements
(http://acwi.gov/sogw). A nationwide inventory of statewide and/or regional ground-
water level monitoring and ground-water quality monitoring networks was done jointly
by the American Association of State Geologists, the Ground Water Protection Council,
and the National Ground Water Association. The results of this inventory were evaluated
by the ACWI-SOGW Monitoring Inventory Workgroup consisting of Federal, State, and
nongovernmental representatives.

Separate inventories for ground-water level networks and ground-water quality networks
were completed. The ground-water quality network inventory focused on ambient water
quality networks rather than networks designed to monitor contaminated sites. The
inventory recorded information on the types of wells used, the number of number of
wells measured, the frequency of well measurements, and length of the period of
measurement record available for wells. The inventory also provided information on the
availability of state and regional data through databases and/or the Internet. A summary
of statewide ground-water level and ground-water quality networks is presented.
Comprehensive statewide ground-water monitoring programs are highlighted, and gaps in
the national coverage of ground-water networks are identified.
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