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Two Decades of 
Contaminant Monitoring 
in the Nation’s Coastal Zone
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300 Sites nationwide300 Sites nationwide

Stations 10 km apart in Stations 10 km apart in 
estuaries, 70 km along open estuaries, 70 km along open 
coastcoast

140 contaminants monitored in 140 contaminants monitored in 
indigenous bivalve populationsindigenous bivalve populations

Longest running National Longest running National 
coastal contaminant coastal contaminant 
monitoring programmonitoring program



•• Trace elementsTrace elements

•• PesticidesPesticides

•• PAHsPAHs

•• Industrial chemicals Industrial chemicals 
(such as PCBs)(such as PCBs)

•• ButyltinsButyltins

•• Ancillary environmental data Ancillary environmental data 
(e.g. lipid content, grain size, (e.g. lipid content, grain size, 
Clostridium Clostridium perfringensperfringens))

•• HistopathologyHistopathology

Chemical Contaminants and 
other Parameters Measured

http://NSandT.noaa.gov



Zebra mussels
Mussels
Oysters



CONTAMINANT STATUS and TRENDS



ARSENIC STATUS



ARSENIC TRENDS



BUTYLTINS STATUS



BUTYLTINS TRENDS



NATIONAL SUMMARY



NATIONAL SUMMARY – METAL STATUS



NATIONAL SUMMARY – METAL TRENDS



NATIONAL SUMMARY – ORGANIC STATUS



NATIONAL SUMMARY – ORGANIC TRENDS



Web-enabled 
database

Map query to 
select data

Site description 
tool to learn more 
about the location 
sampled

Data plotting and 
analysis tools to 
compare sites and 
evaluate trends

Custom data 
downloads

NOAA’s National Status & Trends Program Data Portal:
Our History of Monitoring at Your Fingertips

http:NSandT.noaa.gov



2008 National Monitoring Conference May 20, 2008

National Status and Trends Mussel Watch Program 
Please visit our booth (#105) or on the web at 

http://NSandT.noaa.gov


