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National WQ Monitoring Council

Created — 1997
Co-chairs — EPA & USGS

35 members - federal, tribal, interstate, state, local govts,

watershed & env. groups, volunteer monitoring,
universities, private sector, regulated community.

National forum for coord. of consistent & scientifically
defensible methods & strategies

Improve water quality monitoring, assessment & reporting

Promotes partnerships



State/Regional Councils
10 States — CO, FL, IN, NH, MD, NJ, OK, TX, VA, WI
5 Regional — Chesapeake Bay, Gulf of ME, Lake Mich, NE, SF

— Virginia
W "G Water
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Texas StreamTeam

Caring for Our Waters




NJ Water Monitoring Council
— Vision, Mission, Scope

Formed: October 2003 on World Water Monitoring Day

Vision: provide water information foundation for management
of aquatic environment

Mission: coordination, collaboration and communication of
ambient water quality/quantity data to support effective
environmental management

Scope: biological, chemical and physical conditions of surface
and ground waters, freshwater, estuarine, & marine waters
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. NJ Water Monitoring
Council — Goals

Facilitate water monitoring technology transfer
Enhance data exchange & compatibility
Promote water resource info. dissemination
Develop support for monitoring

Identify water research needs

Promote integration of resources
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NJ Council - Organization
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Co-chairs — Leslie McGeorge (NJDEP)
Rick Kropp (USGS NJ Water Science Ctr)
Coordinator — Alena Baldwin-Brown (NJDEP)

Steering Committee — NJDEP, USGS, DRBC
Meetings - 3 x/yr & subcommittees
Process - Informal, consensus-driven body

EPA mini-grant support (Watershed Protection
Program)



NJ Council - Membership

30 Members Representing:

* State & Federal Agencies
* Interstate Agencies

* Academia & Research Institutes

* Regional Commissions e
* County Government

* Water Supply Authorities
* Volunteer Monitoring




NJ Water Monitoring
Council

ZUSGS

science for a changing world
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Passaic River
Institute
Montclair University

Meadowlands Environmental
Research Institute

NJ Water
Supply Authority Interstate
EPA R2 Environmental Commission
Monitoring

NJ Water Science
Center (USGS) NJ Marine

Rutgers — Inst for_ Sciences Consortium
Marine/Coastal Sci.

Delaware River

Basin Commission Monmouth County

Health Department

e NJ Dept of
USGS Env Protection

science fw a r:bnngmg world

Eco-Complex NJ Pinelands
Rutgers University Commission




N]J Council - Memberts

NJDEP - Leslie McGeorge, Alena Baldwin-Brown, Bob Connell, Al
Korndoerfer, Nancy Immesberger, Danielle Donkersloot, Katl Muessig,
Mike Serfes, Gary Buchanan, Judy Louis, Mary Anne Kuserk

USGS - Rick Kropp, Eric Vowinkel, Jack Gibs, Bob Reiser, Steve Nieswand

EPA Region 2 - John Kushwara, Randy Braun, Paula Zevin

NOAA - Jawed Hameedi

Del. River Basin Commission - Bob Tudor Tom Fikslin, Ed Santoro

Interstate Env. Commission - Howard Golub/Boris Rukovets

Rutgers University - Mike Kennish, Chris Obrupta/Lisa Evrard

NJ Water Resources Research Inst. - Joan Ehrenfeld

Passaic River Inst./Montclair University - Kirk Barrett

NJ Marine Sciences Consortium Mike Weinstein

NJ Pinelands Commission - Nick Procopio

Meadowlands Env. Research Inst. - Ed Konsevick

Monmouth County Health Dept - Bill Simmons/Becky Cosgrove

NJ Water Supply Authority - vacant




NJ Council — Technical Topics

Technical meeting themes:
- Emerging contaminants

- Nutrients

- Biological monitoring

- Estuarine, ocean & beach monitoring
- Fish & shellfish tissue monitoring A
- Pathogen monitoring & source trackdown
- Water quantity

- Local /volunteer monitoring




NJ Water Monitoring and

NJ Council - Outcomes |t
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* Water Monitoring Directory

* Development & use of website

(www.nj.gov/dep/wms/wmcchome.html)
* State Water Monitoring Workshop — 2006
* Water Monitoring Searchable Inventory - under
development (Poster)

 Assistance with Delaware Basin Pilot of National
Monitoring Network

* Integrated Ocean Observing System (I100YS)

collaboration



NJ Council — Outcomes
(cont)

* Assistance with planning for 2008 National Water
Monitoring Conference

* Increased awareness of State Water Information Needs &
increased data submittals

* Advice on NJ Long-Term Water Monitoring & Assessment
Strategy

* Partner in DEP Water Quality Data Exchange Project

NEW JERSEY
RMONITORING &




Data Exchange Project Goals

e Develop an up to date, searchable inventory of ambient
water quality monitoring in New Jersey

* Integrate ambient water quality monitoring data into
NJDEP’s enterprise environmental data management
system (NJEMS) to enable more integrated
environmental decisions

e Make NJ's ambient water quality monitoring data
available to the public

e Exchange ambient water quality monitoring data with
USEPA via EPA’s Central Data Exchange (CDX)

Funding: National Environmental Information Exchange
Network Grant


http://www.exchangenetwork.net/index.htm

e NJDEP

— Bureau of Water Quality Standards and Analysis
— Bureau of Freshwater and Biological Monitoring
— Bureau of Marine Water Monitoring

— Division of Watershed Management

— Division of Science, Research, and Technology

* NJ DHSS Laboratory

® Local / County Governments
® \olunteer Monitors

e USEPA

° USGS
& USGS

department of health and senior services science for a changing world



http://www.usgs.gov/
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NJ Council Summary - Benefits
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* Enhanced state water monitoring community
partnerships B
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* Technical information exchange (e.g., field/lab |
methods, contract labs, assessment methods, data
mgt, monitoring parameters)

* Joint project/grant development opportunities to fill
info gaps in NJ’s Long Term Monitoring Strategy

* National Council information exchange

* Increased data submittals for NJ’s Integrated Water
Monitoring & Assessment Report



NJ Water Quality Monitoring

Programs
* Rivers & Streams (physical/chemical, biological,

microbiological)

* Lakes (physical/chemical)
* Coastal & Estuarine Waters (physical/chemical,
shellfish tissue, microbiological)

* Ocean & Back Bay Beaches

* Ground Water (physical/ chemlcal)

* Volunteer Monitoring
* Fish Tissue Monitoring




NJ Water Monitoring Council Contact Info.

Leslie McGeorge — NJDEP

Leslie. McGeorge(@dep.state.nj.us

Rick Kropp — USGS NJ Water Science Center

Rkropp(@usgs.gov

Alena Baldwin-Brown — NJDEP

Alena.Baldwin-Brown(@dep.state.nj.us

Council website:

www.state.nj.us/dep/wms/wmcchome.html
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