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PurposePurpose

To assist volunteer monitoring organizationsTo assist volunteer monitoring organizations 
in generating data useable by States/Tribes 
for assessmentsfor assessments.
– Provide useable data that agencies might not 

otherwise haveotherwise have
– Expand coverage of monitored waters

Identify problem areas– Identify problem areas
– Increase stewardship
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Loan RecipientsLoan Recipients

• Volunteer Monitoring OrganizationsVolunteer Monitoring Organizations
– New & Experienced

Small & Large– Small & Large
– Watershed associations, Towns, Schools, 

Universities State-coordinated programsUniversities, State-coordinated programs
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Application Process
• Annual announcement

A• Announcement content
– Priority area
– Criteria for the loan
– Loan Requirements

• QAPP
• Goal to share data with State Agency or Tribe
• Annual data summaries
• Upload data to WQX
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Loan EvaluationLoan Evaluation

• Review TeamReview Team
• State concurrence

R d ti t R i l• Recommendations to Regional 
Administrator

• Award equipment to selected groups

EPA New England 5



EquipmentEquipment

• Purchased by EPA RegionPurchased by EPA Region
• $2,500 max value per loan

N li• No supplies
• Five-year loans 

– renewed annually
• Signed agreement requiredS g ed ag ee e t equ ed
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Program ResourcesProgram Resources

• Funding = $15 000 - $30 000/yearFunding = $15,000 $30,000/year
• Staff time ~ 0.25 FTE/year

T t l f di t 4• Total funding over past 4 years = 
approximately $100,000
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Program SupportProgram Support

• Equipment tagging and trackingEquipment tagging and tracking
• Tracking organizations

d t i– data summaries
– progress reports

• QAPP support
• STORET/WQX data upload supportp pp
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2006 
LOAN RECIPIENTS &LOAN RECIPIENTS & 

THEIR WATERS
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Progress To-DateProgress To Date
• 43 organizations, 59 Loans

40 ddi d d th d t• >40 groups adding new or upgraded methods to 
meet State data quality requirements
>20 Additi l t b di it d• >20 Additional waterbodies monitored

• Most groups have added sampling sites
S t "H t S t” it i 3 j i• Supports "Hot Spot” monitoring on 3 major rivers

• > 10 groups can now monitor simultaneously with 
lti l t f i tmultiple sets of equipment
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Progress (cont )Progress (cont.)

• >150 New volunteers have joined in>150 New volunteers have joined in 
monitoring New England waters

• WQX/STORET workshops 2007 2009• WQX/STORET workshops - 2007, 2009
• To date, six groups have uploaded data to 

WQX/STORET di tl th hWQX/STORET directly or through 
EPA/state system.
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Equipment Loan Program VideoEquipment Loan Program Video

• Pembroke Watershed Association videoPembroke Watershed Association video

• http://www epa gov/region1/video/vmelp/pwa swfhttp://www.epa.gov/region1/video/vmelp/pwa.swf
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Additional informationAdditional information
• Announcement 2009:

– http://www.epa.gov/region1/lab/pdfs/2009VolunteerM
onitoringEquipmentLoan.pdf

• Program contact:Program contact:
– Diane Switzer (Regional Monitoring Coordinator)
– Switzer.Diane@epa.gov

617 918 8377– 617-918-8377
• Presenter

– Tom Fabero abe
– Faber.Tom@epa.gov
– 617-918-8672
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