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What’s going on in Canada, eh? 

Indicator reporting 

National level

on water or 
watersheds?  

Province / Territory level

Watershed / Basin level

Nesting/aggregation of indicators at watershed 
scales up to provincial/national scales? 



Watershed / Basin – Level Reports/Report Cards

Mackenzie River Basin State 
of the Aquatic Ecosystem

2003

State of the Fraser Basin
2003, 2004, 2006, 2009

State of the St

Saskatchewan State of 
the Watershed

2010

Report Cards for 36 
Conservation Authorities

State of the Great Lakes
State of the St. 
Lawrence River2005, 2007, 2009
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Looking Ahead…

Canadian Water Security IndexCanadian Water Security Index
• ecosystem health
• human health 
• water quantity
• water quality

- Composite index; will roll upComposite index; will roll up
- Led by UBC Program on Water Governance (many partners)

New Canadian Development Sustainability Act
R i i tifi ll bl t i bilit t t l t t th d- Requires scientifically measurable sustainability targets, plans to meet them, and 

annual reporting on performance 

Emerging trend economic valuation of water

Carol Murray
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Extra slides follow…



National Level

“No centralized framework of indicators, either standards or guidelines at a fed/prov level g
(aside from the CCME WQI).”

“Each jurisdiction develops tools within their boundaries. No national framework.”

“There is no central place to access or locate information (web portal or database).”

“It is difficult and time consuming to search the many disparate systems to gather information.”

“A patchwork quilt of indicators and models, with too little consistency and too much potential for 
either overlap and duplication of effort, or gaps that need to be addressed”

From: Dunn 2009. http://www.watergovernance.ca/PDF/IndicatorsReportFINAL2009.pdf 



Water Resources Reporting in Alberta 
Provincial Level example

From: http://www3.gov.ab.ca/env/soe/water.html#print





Low Intensity

Stress

Green = <3 of the 22 indicators rated high intensity
Yellow = 3-5 rated high intensity
Red = >5 rated high intensity 

Moderate Intensity

High Intensity



Responses
Moderate response rating
High response rating

Red = <50% of response indicators present/activeRed = <50% of response indicators present/active
Yellow = 50-75% of response indicators present/active
Green = >75% of response indicators present/active in the watershed 




