
National Network of Reference Watersheds 

  
Endorsed by: 
 
National Water Quality 
Monitoring Council 
(NWQMC) 
 
Advisory Committee for 
Water Information (ACWI) 
 
 



Workgroup Members 

Executive Committee - Rick Haeuber, Neil Kamman, Doug 
McLaughlin, Bill Wilber 

Ex-officio members – Denise Argue, Jeff Deacon, Clara 
Funk, Jason Lynch, Mike McHale, Mark Nilles 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes






Outline 

• Background 
 

• Objectives and approach 
 

• Workplan tasks 
 

• Preliminary timeline 
 

• November workgroup meeting 
 



Background 
• Present proposal to NWQMC - approved May 2011 

 
• Present proposal to ACWI - approved July 2011 

 
• Committee charter developed – August 2011 

 
• ‘Governance Handbook’ recommendations – Oct 2011 

• Executive committee formed – November 2011 

• Conference presentation – Portland, OR – April 2012 

• Workplan reviewed and approved – July 2012 



Objectives and Approach 

• Frame of reference for stream assessments 

• Collaborative effort across multiple agencies  

• Determine current picture of monitoring 

• Inventory and catalog of sites and data 

• Systematic review of existing sites and data 

• Tiered framework – long term and synoptic 



2012-2013 Workplan Tasks 
 
Task 1: Inventory of historic and current reference site 
monitoring 
 
   
Task 2: Develop criteria and an approach for evaluating 
existing reference sites 
 
 
Task 3: Design of a resource for data access 



State and Federal Agency Predefined Reference Sites  
and/or Sites with Long-term Records 

Data Source: States, EPA, NPS, USFS, and USGS 



Sites with Longer-term 
Nitrate and Streamflow 

Records  
Level II Ecoregion 5.3 and 8.1 
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 Preliminary Timeline 



November Workgroup Meeting 
Topics for Discussion 

• Develop a process for categorizing existing sites in the 
NEMW  

• Develop a criteria document for submitting a site to the 
‘network’ 

• Develop a process for reviewing, documenting and 
making data available 

• Select 2-3 constituents for framing the design  

• Extrapolate to other regions 

 
 



Interest in Participation  

• State agencies 

• Federal agencies – USFS, EPA, 

NPS, USGS 

• Darrin Fresh Water Institute, 

RPI – Adirondacks, NY 

• Redwood National and State 

Parks – Redwood Park, CA 

• Gila Cliff Dwellings National 

Monument – New Mexico 

• Sonoran Desert I & M Network  



 West Fork Gila at Gila Cliff Dwellings National Monument, NM – photograph courtesy of NPS 

Questions? 
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