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Tribes in North Western 
Washington



Port Gamble SôKlallam Tribeôs
Port Gamble Bay Homeland

ÅAncestral Village Sites on the bluff at Port 
Gamble and on the spit below the bluff

ÅñEncouragedò to move to Point Julia by 
Pope & Talbot in 1853 for sawmill 
construction

ÅTribe has occupied the Port Gamble Bay 
area for several thousand years

ÅHunting, fishing and gathering 
subsistence traditional lifestyle continues



U.S. Coast and Geodetic Survey 
1856 on 2008 Aerial Photograph



Usual & Accustomed Hunting, 
Fishing and Gathering Area



Regional Water Quality Challenges 
Facing the Tribes

ÅSafe drinking water

ÅAdequate and clean water for fish and 
shellfish habitat

ÅClean water to maintain wetlands for 
wildlife and plants traditionally hunted 
and gathered by Tribal members

ÅAll of the above with a seven generations 
(approximately 150 years into the future) 
context of protection and preservation



Examples of Threats to Water 
Quality Facing the Tribes

ÅPoint Source Pollution (i.e., sewer outfalls)

ÅNon-Point Source Pollution (i.e., septic 
systems, storm water runoff, etc.)

ÅRapid Development of Lands in Watersheds

ÅWA State MTCA & Other Toxic Sites

ÅClimate Change, both Management & 
Adaptation 

ÅOcean Acidification



Examples of Tools Used to 
Document the Resource

ÅDesk-top GIS (MapInfo, ArcGIS)

ÅGPS (Trimble, Magellan, Garmin)

ÅHydrolab & YSI Multi-Parameter Water Quality 
Probes & Analytical Laboratory Services

ÅGeologic Software (Rockware, etc.)

ÅFlow meters

ÅRemotely Operated Vehicle (ROV)

ÅElectronic Data Node for Upload/Download of 
Water Quality Data to STORET/NWIS systems



Initial Basic Water Resource 
Mapping Data Collection

ÅStreams

ÅWetlands

ÅWater wells with geologic 
logs 











ÅSample water well 
geologic log:

ÅIncludes sediment 
types encountered

ÅWater level of 
production horizon

ÅPumping rate of 
aquifer

ÅAdditional 
characteristics (i.e., 
peat, wood 
fragments, shells, 
etc.)



Port Gamble SôKlallam Tribe
Toxic Sites of Immediate Concern

ÅHansville Landfill 

ÅPope & Talbot Mill Site

ÅPort Gamble Bay Sediments 
from 150 years of mill, wood 
waste and toxic contamination



Hansville Landfill

ÅUnlined landfill in vadose zone of an 
unconfined sand aquifer

ÅChemicals of concern (in groundwater): 
Vinyl Chloride, Arsenic and Manganese

ÅGroundwater discharges to surface 
waters

ÅShellfish beds in Port Gamble shoreline




