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The Collaboration and Outreach Workgroup supports partnerships that foster 
collaboration among the water monitoring community, including State, Regional, 
and Tribal councils, as well as watershed groups, partnerships, and alliances



ÅWeb seminars for water community

ÅhƴƭƛƴŜ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ άNational Water 
Monitoring Newsέ

ÅCouncil Webpage updates

ÅhƴƭƛƴŜ άIƻǿ-¢ƻ ¢ƻƻƭ Yƛǘέ ŦƻǊ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
sustaining partnerships and councils

ÅNational Monitoring Conferences

Collaboration and Outreach Workgroup
Major Products and Outreach Activities



The National Council currently interacts with more 
than 17 Councils and partnerships across the Nation.



Web Seminars

Past presentations included:

Å Sept. 2009: Kickoff Webinar
ï Updates on the California, Florida, and Lake Michigan Monitoring Councils
ï Ideas to facilitate use of data and data sharing among the National and individuals councils
ï Status of Tribal monitoring groups

Å bƻǾΦ нллфΥ LƴǘŜƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ Řŀǘŀ ƛƴǘƻ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀΩǎ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ 
report and an online database tool managed by the Virginia Monitoring Council

Å Feb. 2010: New web technologies and social media tools for the water monitoring 
community by reps from Fed Gov, Trade Org, and Citizen/VolMon  Group

Å May/June 2010: An Introduction to Aquatic Sensors and the Aquatic Sensor 
Workgroup



Webinar Goals

ÅSmall packaged webinar (1 hr long, offer 2x)
ÅPromote charge of council
ÅEncourage formation and sustaining of other councils and 

monitoring groups
ÅShare success and challenges of other Councils
ÅProvide products of the Council and other tools for water 

practioners(e.g.NEMI, stats, WQX)
ÅKeep Newsletter as PR with updates and overviews (Gulf Oil 

spill, Reference sites) ςthese may be facilitated discussions 
on panels at NMCs

ÅCouncil may help facilitate panels, workshops, and specialty 
conferences for hot topics (which need to occur sooner 
than NMCs)



Future Webinar Topics

Å NMC: hot talks, panels, and workshops

Å NMN: updates and success stories 

Å More on web technologies and social media tools

Å Other Councils: successes and challenges

Å Methods Board & NEMIςoverview ςwhat it can do for you

Å Surface Water Quality guidance and training, panel to consider developing standardized 
methods (Peter Evans)

Å Data Exchanges (examples of or demos and requests for review and testing)

Å WIS Stats tool box (when they have a product or need to solicit testing)

Å Clearinghouse of state & EPA data

Å Collaboration between states/feds/academics 

Å WaterSMARTProgram (Evenson), grant program, implementation plan for review, products

Å EPA Monitoring Assessment Partnership (MAP)

Å Ancillary/supporting data to water quality, programs such as stream stats

Å Request suggestions for topics during WebEx sign-in process and ask verbally during teleconf
calls 



òNational Water
Monitoring Newsó

From the Collaboration & Outreach 
Workgroup

Find out about all the goings-on
in our newsletter!

Goal: release 2x per year



άbŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ Water Monitoring bŜǿǎέ
An Online Newsletter for the Water Monitoring Community

VLaunched in April 2010 at National Conference

VSelected Topics:

ωSuccess stories/challenges with State & Regional Councils

ωData integration

ωAnnouncements (conferences, meetings, grants, projects)

ωMonitoring (volunteer, Tribal, national, coastal, groundwater)

ωWater Information Strategies (assessment tools)

ωMethods

ωSensors 



Á{ǘŀǘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΥ /hΩǎ Řŀǘŀ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ 
effective info exchange at watershed level 
through SWAPs

ÁVolunteer Monitoring: VA Integration of Citizen 
Monitoring Data into State Assessment Report 
and On-line Database Tool

ÁTribal Monitoring Councils: National, Yukon, 
and Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission

NEWSLETTER

òNational Water Monitoring Newsó
Newsletter Spotlights on Councils



(need by Sept 15)

Å National Conference:  (Jeff Schloss)
ï Lƴ ǊŜǾƛŜǿΣ ǿƘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘΧ
ï Announce power pts location
ï Promo for 2010 NMC

Å Tribes: (Dave Fuller)
ï Columbia Intertribal Fisheries Commission (CRITFC) ςcoordinated monitoring or
ï Alaska Villages, protecting salmon streams and Pebble Mine Issue

Å Vol Mons: (Barb Horn, Julie Vastine, Alice Mayio)
ï Marc. Shale
ï GA Adopt a stream database

Å State and Regional Council highlight (need a story)
Å SOGW update (Dave Wunsch)
Å NMN updates and Ocean Policy Task Force (Pixie Hamilton  & Jawed Hameedi)
Å Methods Board (Dan Sullivan)
Å WIS and/or Statistics Tool Box (Peter Tennant & Doug McLaughlin)
Å Data Exchanges (Pixie Hamilton; Nate Booth)
Å Highlight Council Member: Gunnar and Gulf Oil Spill (Tracy Hancock or Pixie 

Hamilton)

Newsletter Articles ςSuggestions for Fall 2010 Issue



(need by Sept 15)

Å General Announcements:  

ïEPA Healthy Watershed Initiatives
ïNational Surveys for Lakes and Rivers/Steams
ïUSGS Climate Effects Network
ïWaterSMART
ïNAWQA Cycle III planning efforts
ïNew Council Members
ïWorld Water Monitoring Day (WEF)
ïOther Council meetings and announcements

Newsletter Articles ςSuggestions for Fall 2010 Issue



ÅData exchanges: 

ïNeed a concrete example and/or pilot on 
overview of use (DEMO of gathering of 
data and analysis) 

ïsolicit review or testing. 

ïIƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ŀ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŘŀǘŀΦ

ïUSGS, EPA, WQX and NOAA

ïInvolve CUAHSI, States, Non-profits 

Future Newsletter Topics



Newsletter
Suggestions for Future Topics

Å Data exchanges:
ïNWQMC (& NSF) to make recommendations for data standards and 

elements
ÅCoded by organization and project

ï Integrated Climate Effects Network
ïMonitoring Platforms as research tool (Caffrey) and process level work, 

CUASHI collaborate with academics
ï European Science Shops model (Vastine)
ï Sustainability and environmental management; academia tap into 

networks
ï NJ Council (McGeorge)
ï Michigan (Kohlhepp) data for reports on for ex invasive or endangered 

species
ï aƻŘŜƭ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ /5/ ƛƴǘŜǊƴǎƘƛǇǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ό/ƘŀǊƭŜǎ ΧΣ 9t!ύ
ï Can be used to make course work relevant (Ostermiller)



Newsletter
Suggestions for Future Topics

Å Integrated Climate Effects Network: Topic: developing infrastructure to 
incorporate Vol Mon and Tribal data into Climate Change studies

ï National Climate Change Science Center 
ï Global Change Program 
ï Data sharing and management with CUAHSI and Water Smart
ï Value of other programs like HBN
ï Include Tribes re adaptation and QW monitoring (may fit in elsewhere, 

broader than just climate change)
ÅYukon River sampling and outreach
ÅWaterhouse canoe journey Puget Sound, continuous QW sensors

ï Vol Mons ςa lot of interest
ÅPhenologyprogram
ÅRain fall monitoring network (NSF, NASA, and NOAA interest)
ÅEPA interested in exploring connections

ï FS report: Pacific NW (Barry Long check about include???)
ï Lakes Monitoring Program does temp, micro climate change in surface 

waters, ice in/out dates (back to 1800s)
ï Reference Sites



Newsletter
Suggestions for Future Topics

ÅNational Reference Sites Programs: topics on reference 
sites changing due to land use and if needed for climate 
change studies. Solicit input for challenges, interests.
ïDefinition
ïWhy pursuing?
ïHow selected?
ïNeeds (climate signals, inter-annual variability)
ïAlternative approaches
ïInvolvement from many 
ÅCŜŘǎ όǎŜŜ ²ƛƭōŜǊΩǎ ǎƭƛŘŜǎύ
ÅStates
ÅLocal expertise needed to screen sites, but case-by-case 

basis



Web Seminars and Newsletter
Suggestions for Future Topics

Å Gulf Oil Spill - How Council can help? Newsletter article ςexample of 
collaborative monitoring councils can facilitate response and lessons learned 
and future prep (use of wheel). Council member or cooperator participated. 
New Council member: Gunnar on site. 

Å Future: NEMI tools for prep
ï Sharing of INFO
ï Coordination and standardization

ÅField and labs protocols, including proprietary compounds
ïSample collection bottles
ïDecontamination of equipment
ïParameters, including proprietary compounds
ïBenchmarks; toxicity testing
ïChain of Custody

ÅConsistent Indicators
ÅNCA Design (EPA)
ÅOHSA standards
ÅRecovery Sampling

ï Fate and transport of contaminants 
ÅUSGS methods report
ÅGOMA



Newsletter
Suggestions for Future Topics

ÅGulf Oil Spill - How Council can help (cont.)

ïAd-hoc conf calls open to others
ïData management and exchange
ï9t! ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ά{ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ DǳƭŦ ά wŜǇƻǊǘ
ÅConsider hypoxia

ïPreparedness of Feds for future oil spills



Newsletter
Suggestions for Future Topics

ÅUSGS NAWQA Cycle III ςlet NAWQA Liaison 
Committee handle this. Possible small blurb on 
Newsletter, not a webinar. Session at 2012 NMC.

ïOpen structure, but open so others can contribute
ïStates repeat basic protocol and then do 

assessment



Newsletter
Suggestions for Future Topics

Å Ocean Policy Task Force ςWater Quality Objective (Hameedi) ςGive to 
NMN Steering Committee

ïEight Fed Agencies involved in Ocean Issues
ïStrategic Action Planning Committee
ï Theme teams like Council 
ïor Regional Teams (suggestion to use IOOS)
ï Similar goals (actionable item #7) to NMN (which connects to 

NWQMC), but this will involve OMB to help move it forward
ïConnections to USGS work on river inputs of contaminants
ïSee CEQ website and Coastal Marine Spatial Planning website
ïRussell Calendar leading NOAA involvement



hƴƭƛƴŜ άIƻǿ-¢ƻ ¢ƻƻƭ Yƛǘέ                                     
for creating and sustaining Councils

ÅCŀŎǘǎƘŜŜǘ ƻƴ ά!ŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƛƴƎ aƻǊŜ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊέ

ÅPower Point presentations for creating and 
sustaining partnerships and councils

ÅExamples of water quality monitoring 
collaborative efforts

ÅPower point presentations from Web Seminars

http://acwi.gov/monitoring/regional_councils_files/rc_howto.html



hƴƭƛƴŜ άIƻǿ-¢ƻ ¢ƻƻƭ Yƛǘέ                                                     
for creating and sustaining Councils

Action Items

Å Consider student intern help to do the following: 
ï Add presentations from NMC panel

ï Review and check links

ï Review timeliness of ideas

ï Product a model analysis (or matrix) of Councils including, organization/design and 
other features. 
Å Review old matrix and create new (Alice Mayioto check with Abby Markowitz and EPA site & Kathy Tate 
ǘƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǿƛǘƘ wƻōŜǊǘ ²ŀǊŘ Ψǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǿƻǊƪύΦ

Å Consider EPA report on the status of state, tribal and regional councils (produced ~8 years ago) which 
provides analysis of challenges and approaches.

Å Update successful collaborations (get from latest Newsletter)

Å Create updated power point slide show which any Council member 
can take on the road from presentation Chuck gave to NH (Jeff S. to 
find) and from one Hancock gave to ND



National Council website update

ÅEstimated release: Aug. 1, 2010

ÅCurrent status:

ïDesign complete

ïUndergoing browser compatibility testing

ïSome updates still to be done

ïAdd vertical link for webinars



New homepage


