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(Drafted by Bob Schreiber 2006-Jan-24, 2006)
"Sunset" objective and schedule:  Aim for completion of mission within one year or less, at which time the Task Force will be dissolved and/or superseded.

Problem statement -- Although Ground Water in the US provides an estimated 22% of all freshwater withdrawals, 37% of agricultural water use, 37% of the public water supply withdrawals, 51% of all drinking water for the total population, 99% of drinking water for the rural population, and an average of 52% of stream base flow, nationwide characterization of GW quantity, availability, and sustainability is currently lacking.  Such characterization is currently fragmented according to state boundaries and/or national agency regional office bounds.

Overall mission -- Foster emphasis on "Ground Water" so that it receives the "monitoring and assessment attention" that it deserves, given its importance for water supply and the sustenance of ecological, riverine, lacustrine, estuarine, and coastal resources. Develop a consistent, nationwide monitoring and assessment program leading to an accurate estimation of Ground Water stored volume, availability, and use sustainability across the U.S.

Overall objectives -- Define needs for National Ground Water Monitoring in a conceptual form, and develop recommendations for carrying out the planning and initial implementation of such monitoring.  Also, recommend the need for, and form of a follow-up group within the Advisory Committee on Water Information for further facilitation of National Ground Water Monitoring and/or oversight of implementation.

Primary purpose – Ground-water monitoring to help assess and estimate ground-water reserves in the U.S., both "total" and "available," the latter with emphasis on "sustainable supplies" under constraints from ecological / environmental needs and from water quality conditions.

Secondary purposes – Ground-water quality monitoring to help determine resource usability, constraints on supply, and to help assess ecological impacts caused by changes in storage and flows.
References:  GAO Report on Watershed Management at http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d04382.pdf
