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December Newsletter

The Rick Swanson (USFS) and Bob Goldstein (EPRI) and the Steering Committee of the Sustainable Water Resources Roundtable (SWRR) agreed that a news update on the work of the Roundtable could be useful for SWRR participants that are not on the steering committee or a work group and for those that miss a quarterly meeting.  With a successful November meeting completed, this is a good time to send such an update. 
The November meeting was the third two-day gathering held by SWRR.  Over the course of those meetings the participants heard and interacted with senior policy makers in Federal Agencies such as the Assistant Secretary of the Interior, the Deputy Commissioner of the Bureau of Reclamation, and officials of the Department of Agriculture.  Corporations such as Southern Company, Georgia Pacific, Dow Chemical, Minnesota Power, and ALCOA have participated, as have States, localities and interstate councils related to water and a variety of non-government organizations including the Ecological Society of America, Western Pennsylvania Watershed Program and the Electric Power Research Institute.  

The proceedings from the November meeting are on this web site. Partly drawing on the experience of the Resource Roundtables that were formed previously, the SWRR has made rapid progress on discussions of the concepts and criteria for water sustainability to guide the development of indicators and identification of research opportunities. The SWRR criteria for sustainability of water resources – still a work in progress – are:

1. Ecological System. 
a) Capacity to make water of appropriate quality & quantity available to support ecosystems
b) Integrity of ecosystems 
2. Social System
a) Social well-being resulting from use of water resources
b) Social well-being resulting from use of water-related ecological resources
c) Legal, institutional, community and technical capacities for management of water and related land resources for sustainability.

3. Economic System
a) Capacity to make water of appropriate quality and quantity available for human uses
b) Economic well-being resulting from use of water related land resources
c) Economic well-being resulting from use of water- related ecological resources

Work continues in subgroups on indicators, research, and outreach, among others. A special issue (January 2004) of the journal "Water Resources Update", Universities Council on Water Resources, will contain research papers from some SWRR participants. Participants also will make presentations and offer papers at the National Council on Science and the Environment in January, the Universities Council on Water Resources in July and at WEFTEC 2004 in October.  The work of SWRR is one of several inputs to the White House Council on Environmental Quality environmental indicator effort.  SWRR continues to invite new participation particularly by non-government organizations, corporations and states.  
The next SWRR meeting is scheduled for March 2 and 3, and will be hosted by the Electric Power Research Institute in Palo Alto California. We plan to continue the conversations on criteria and research and begin serious discussions on indicators.  We hope those of you on the west coast that have been unable to get to SWRR meetings in DC will be able to participate. Further information on the SWRR can be found at http://water.usgs.gov/wicp/acwi/swrr


Contacts: davidberry@aol.com, etsmithusa@netscape.net, jraynorlane@wef.org
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Working for sustainability of the nations water resources through indicators and research 
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