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FIG.6.C: EPA 305(b) results for Estuaries.
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C.     Human uses and health.  People benefit from the use of water and water-dependent  

resources, and their health may be affected by environmental conditions. 
 

7.  Withdrawal and use of water:  Measures of the amount of water withdrawn from the 
environment and the uses to which it is put. 
 

 
FIG.7.A: Total, surface-water, and ground-water withdrawals for the United States, 2000 
(U.S. Geological Survey Circular 1268, 46p, 
http://water.usgs.gov/watuse/data/2000/index.html) 
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FIG.7.B: Trends in U.S. freshwater withdrawals and population, 1950-2000 (U.S. Geological 
Survey Circular 1268, 46p, http://water.usgs.gov/watuse/data/2000/index.html)  

 

 
 
FIG.7.C: Trends in total U.S. water withdrawals by water-use category, 1950-2000 (U.S. 
Geological Survey Circular 1268, 46p, http://water.usgs.gov/watuse/data/2000/index.html)  
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8.  Human uses of water in the environment:  Measures of the extent to which people use 
water resources for waste assimilation, transportation and recreation. 
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FIG.8.A: Public Participation in Fresh water Recreation; (Source:  U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service – National Survey of Fishing, Hunting, and Wildlife-Associated Recreation Survey 
(http://www.fws.gov/fishing)  
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9. Water-dependent resource use:  Measures of the extent to which people use 
resources like fish and shellfish that depend on water resources. 

 

U.S. Annual Freshwater Fish Catch
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FIG.9.A: U.S. Annual Freshwater Fish Catch; (Source:  The World Resources Institute 
Earth Trends Report, Capture by Species:Fresh water Fish 
(http://earthtrends.wri.org/searchable_db)  as reported by the Food and Agricultural 
Organization of the United Nations, 2004 
(http://www.fao.org/fi/statist/FISOFT/FISHPLUS.asp)  
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10. Human health:  Measures of the extent to which human health may be affected by the 
use of water and related resources. 

 

 
 
 

FIG.10.A: Reported Incidence of Waterborne Disease: Number of outbreaks, etiologic 
agent, and source of waterborne exposure—1971-1998; Adapted From: Surveillance for 
Waterborne Disease Outbreaks - US, 1997-1998 (UNICEF, State of the World’s Children)  
Accessible at: http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/ss4904a1.htm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 21

 
D. Environmental health.  People use land, water and water-dependent resources in ways that 

affect the conditions of ecosystems. 
  

11. Indices of biological condition:  Measures of the health of ecosystems. 

 
FIG.11.A: Aquatic/Wetland Species at Risk, 1996; 
(Source: http://oaspub.epa.gov/eims/direntrpt.report?p_deid=1750&p_chk=5582)  

 
FIG.11.B: Overall National and Regional Coastal Conditions Between 1997 and 2000; (Source:  U.S. EPA, 
December 2004. National Coastal Condition Report II. Office of Research and Development/Office of 
Water. EPA-620/R-03/002. (http://www.epa.gov/owow/oceans/nccr2/) 
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FIG.11.C: Water Conditions in Wadeable Streams; (Source: EPA Wadeable Streams Assessment, 
2006, http://www.epa.gov/owow/streamsurvey)  
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12.  Amounts and quality of living resources:  Measures of the productivity of 
ecosystems.    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FIG. 12.A: Summary of Use Support; (Source:  1998 U.S. EPA State and Tribal Section 305b 
Report, http://www.epa.gov)  

 
FIG. 12.B: Quantity of Fish Landed. Source: National Marine Fisheries Service, NOAA, in 2007 
Statistical Abstract of the United States. Table 867.   
http://www.census.gov/compendia/statab/natural_resources/fisheries_aquaculture/  
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  E.    Infrastructure and institutions.  The infrastructure and institutions communities build 

enable the sustainable use of land, water and water-dependent resources. 
 

13. Capacity and reliability of infrastructure:  Measures of the capacity and reliability of 
infrastructure to meet human and ecosystem needs. 
 

 
 

FIG.13.A: Number and Capacity of Reservoirs Built Since Before 1920 to 1988; (Source:  U.S. 
Geological Survey, Report to Congress, Concepts for National Assessment of Water Availability 
and Use, U.S. Geological Survey Circular 1223, August 2002, 
http://pubs.water.usgs.gov/circ1223/) 
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FIG.13.B: Percent of the Population Lacking Complete Plumbing by State; (Source: Rural 
Community Assistance Partnership; 2004; Still Living without the Basics in the 21st Century.   
http://www.rcap.org/resources/basics.html)    
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14. Efficacy of institutions:  Measures of the efficacy of legal and institutional frameworks 
in managing water and related resources sustainably. 

 

 
 
 
FIG.14.A: Growth of the NPDES Program; (number of facilities or sources); (Source: USEPA, 
2001, http://www.epa.gov)  
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We welcome your participation in and support of the Sustainable Water Resources 
Roundtable. 
Additional information can be found on the Roundtable at http://acwi.gov/swrr. Contact David 
Berry at davidberry@aol.com or Tim Smith at etsmithsiri@aol.com.  




