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Advisory Committee on Water Information
Key Contacts

Anne Castle, ACWI Chair
Assistant Secretary for Water and Science
U.S. Department of the Interior

William Werkheiser, ACWI Alternate Chair
Associate Director for Water, USGS

Wendy E. Norton, ACWI Executive Secretary
Chief, Water Information Coordination Program, USGS
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History of ACWI

The U.S. Department of the Interior,
through the U.S. Geological Survey’s
Water Resources Division, Is
responsible for the Water Information
Coordination Program of the Federal
Government.
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History of ACWI

The responsibility for water data
coordination was delegated to Interior
in Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) Circular A-67, "Coordination of
Federal activities in the acquisition of
certain water data.”
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History of ACWI

* When Circular A-67 was signed in 1964,
Interior established the USGS Office of
Water Data Coordination, to implement
the program.

« At the same time, the Secretary created
two advisory committees — one Federal
and one non-Federal.
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History of ACWI

In 1992, OMB Memorandum 92-01 replaced
and updated Circular A-67, an action which:

— Combined the two advisory groups into the
Advisory Committee on Water Information,
to increase the possibility of meaningful
dialogue between the Federal and non-
Federal sectors, and

— Created the USGS Water Information
Coordination Program.
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ACWI’s Federal Members

U.S. Department of the Interior, Geological Survey
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
U.S. Department of Agriculture

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration,
National Weather Service

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Tennessee Valley Authority
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ACWI’s State and County Members

« Association of American State Geologists

« Association of State Flood Plain Managers

* National Association of Clean Water Agencies

« Western States Water Council

« Association of State Drinking Water Administrators

« Association of Clean Water Administrators (formerly
ASIWPCA)

 Interstate Council on Water Policy
« National Association of County Planners
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ACW/I’s “Other Interests” Members

 American Water Resources Association
 American Water Works Association

« League of Women Voters of the United States
» National Council for Air and Stream Improvement, Inc.
» National Ground Water Association

» The Universities Council on Water Resources
« American Society of Civil Engineers

» Electric Power Research Institute

» Ground Water Protection Council

* North American Lake Management Society

« Water Environment Federation
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Advisory Committee on Water Information
Subgroups

National Water National
Quality Liaison
Monitoring Committee
Council for NAWQA

Subcommittee Subcommittee Subcommittee
on on Spatial on

Hydrology Water Data * Sedimentation

Sustainable
Water Resources
Roundtable

Methods and Data Subcommittee
Comparability on Ground
Board Water

* Also reports to Federal Geographic Data Committee
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National Water Quality
Monitoring Council

maonitoring monitoring

Understand,
s protect, restore
Y our waters

Compile
and manage
data

NATIONAL WATER QUALITY MONITORING COUNCIL
; Workmg Togerher for Clean Water

The Council provides a
national forum for
coordination of consistent
and scientifically defensible
methods and strategies to
improve water quality
monitoring, assessment and
reporting. The Council also
promotes partnerships to
foster collaboration, advance
science, and improve
management within all
elements of the water quality
monitoring community.




Methods and Data
Comparability Board
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NAWQA, National Liaison
Committee

The National Liaison
Committee for the USGS
National Water-Quality
Assessment Program
creates an ongoing

national liaison process for
external organizations to
work interactively with the
NAWQA Program in joint
problem solving on water
quality issues.




Subcommittee
on Ground Water

The goal of the SOGW is to
develop and encourage
implementation of a nation-
wide, long-term groundwater
quantity and quality
monitoring framework that
would provide information

necessary for the planning,
management, and
development of groundwater
supplies to meet current and
future water needs and
ecosystem requirements.




Subcommittee on Hydrology

The Subcommittee on
Hydrology strives to
improve the availability and
reliability of surface-water
quantity information

needed for hazard
mitigation, water supply
and demand management,
and environmental
protection.




Subcommittee on
Sedimentation

The Subcommittee on
Sedimentation promotes
and supports development
and standardization of
equipment, methodologies,
and calibration and

performance criteria for the
collection, analysis,
interpretation, and
interchange of fluvial-
sediment data and related
technical information.




Subcommittee on
Spatial Water Data

The Subcommittee on
Spatial Water Data
(sponsored jointly with
the Federal Geographic

Data Committee)
develops water-
resources components
of the National Spatial
Data Infrastructure.




Sustainable Water
Resources Roundtable

The Sustainable Water
Resources Roundtable
serves as a forum to
share information and
perspectives that will

promote better decision
making regarding the
sustainable development
of our Nation's water

resources.




Other ACWI Activities — Miscellaneous

During the past 2 years, ACWI has been formally
asked to review and comment on:

1. Implementation plan for Interior’s
WaterSmart Initiative,

2. Areport from NSTC’s Subcommittee on
Water Availability and Quality, written in
response to the SECURE Water Act, and

3. The USGS Strategic Science Planning
process.
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Other ACWI Activities —
Climate Change

Earlier in FY 2012, some volunteers
from ACWI convened to discuss the
formation of an ad hoc workgroup to

address water issues related to Climate
Change.
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Other ACWI Activities —
Climate Change

This is In response to recommendations made In

two documents:
1. The Interagency Climate Change Adaptation Task
Force's National Action Plan, and
2. Areport from NSTC’'s Subcommittee on Water
Availability and Quality regarding Section 9506 of
the SECURE Water Act (as contained in the
Omnibus Public Lands Act, P.L.111-11).
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Other ACWI Activities —
Climate Change

The first tasks for the workgroup include —

1. ldentifying co-chairs,

2. Drafting a workgroup mission statement,

3. Considering how the workgroup can support
iImplementation of the Interagency Climate
Change Adaptation Task Force's National
Action Plan.
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Wendy E. Norton

WICP Chief
703-648-6810

Sharon (Sheri) M. Alcalde
Administrative Operations Assistant

Kimberley L. Martz Carol I. Lewis
Information Specialist Information Specialist

Sharon L. McKinney
Management Assistant







