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Educate Thousands of Students..
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...And Hundreds of Teachers




Potomac Watershed, DC, VA, MD, PA, WV
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Over 5 million people in the
Washington DC Metropolitan Area
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22nd Potomac Watershed Cleanup Results

* 575 Cleanup Sites

* 14,537 Volunteers

* 252 Tons

* 196,300 Beverage Containers
* 21,597 Plastic Bags

* Top Brands:

*Budweiser

«7-11

*Coca-Cola/ Pepsi
*McDonalds

*Deer Park Water
*Corona

Congressman Steny Hoyer pitches in at the
Potomac Watershed Cleanup
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160 Elected Officials Sign Trash Treaty
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Congressman Chris Van Hollen

signing Trash Treaty — February 2006
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Serves as a model for other watersheds in the
Chesapeake Bay — Baltimore Harbor and Tributaries

Pickup for the Potomac

A\ regional |coalition tackles littering — but it needs more help
from governments, businesses and the public.
WEBSTER S defines litter as “thingsly- management and new trash restrictions for the

ing about in disorder, esp., bits of rub- ~ Anacostia River. Much more, though, needs to
bish scattered about.” It’s hard torec- be done. Governments must better enforce

oncile that almost benign description with the  their laws, businesses (espe(:la]ly fast-food res-
monumental nroblems caticed hv what nennle $atirante) noad o adot tavatood amd tha mehlsa




Public Education and Awareness

Raising awareness and understanding, change attitudes and

perceptions, and persuade people to modity their littering behavior
— RESEARCH, RESEARCH, RESEARCH!

* Public Opinion Polling in Region
* Focus Groups with Admitted Litterers

* Taglines, logo, and outreach tools drafted for presentation at
Trash Summit
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Regulation — Leveraging EPA!

Using the Clean Water Act and storm water permits to manage
trash as a pollutant.

— Anacostia River designated as “impaired” by trash

— 27 in Nation to have a Total Maximum Daily Load
for trash

— Montgomery County and District and Columbia
include Potomac Watershed Trash Treaty into MS4
(stormwater) permit
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Public Policy - Legislating Trash

Maximize existing laws and establish new trash free policies at the local,
state, and federal levels.

— Anacostia Restoration and Protection Act, “Bag Fee” in DC

— Pursuing innovative solutions to beverage and food
container litter

— Trash Free Maryland and Trash Free Virginia Alliances
formed to develop statewide policies addressing trash

— Regulation changes to allow for food waste composting
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Law Enforcement

Conduct Litter Enforcement Week (LEW) with the Metro
Washington Council of Governments Police Chiefs Commuttee to tocus
on environmental crimes, such as littering and 1llegal

dumping.

— LEW 1s Conducted in each Spring

* Oftticer Trainings
e PSAs
* 12 jurisdictions participating in 2011

TRASH FREE




Market-Based Approaches

Create an economic incentive for waste reduction and instill
waste responsible behavior in citizens.

Trash Free Potomac Facilities- Lower costs for businesses,
divert waste from landfills, and increase customer
appreciation.

— 18 pilot facilities in 2009

— Guidebook provides a step-by-step instruction guide on how to reduce and
manage waste for businesses

— Composting Working Group
* Co-hosted by COG and Institute for Local Self Reliance
* Address regulation and policy 1ssues that affect the
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availability of composting facilities



Potomac Watershed Trash Summit

Annual event that provides venue for over key stakeholders to
collaborate on strategies to eliminate trash from our waterways,

communities, streets and public lands. Working groups take action
on strategies discussed at the Summit.
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Building a Systemic Framework for Water??
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ACTIVITES

* 23 years of Potomac Watershed Cleanups

* 300+ Diverse Partners — 15,000 volunteers
* Regional Anti-Litter Campaign

* Litter Enforcement Week with Law Enforcement

* Regulation - Anacostia Trash TMDL/ MS4 Permit

* Composting Working Group

* Potomac Trash Summit- Sept 2010 -House of Sweden
* Policy Working Group — Bag Fees



	Generating Social Change�Trash, Glorious Trash!
	�������������
	Educate Thousands of Students..
	…And Hundreds of Teachers
	Potomac Watershed, DC, VA, MD, PA, WV
	Slide Number 6
	22nd Potomac Watershed Cleanup Results
	Systemic Approach to Trash
	Slide Number 9
	TFPW Initiative Framework
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Trash Issue Leads to Environmental Stewardship
	Slide Number 20
	Building a Systemic Framework for Water??
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	ACTIVITES

