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The Subcommittee on Hydrology (SOH) is established under the Advisory Committee on Water Information (ACWI) and charged with improving the availability and reliability of surface-water quantity information.  SOH forwards draft papers and recommendations to the ACWI for deliberation and approval as advice to the Federal Government.  Terms of Reference for the SOH were revised and approved by ACWI in 1998.  

I’ve been the Chair since September 2000, replacing Tom Yorke (USGS).  In September 2002, my term will expire.  Mike Grimm (FEMA), the current Vice-Chair, will assume the Chair position.  We will hold elections this summer for Mike’s replacement.

The SOH membership is a diverse group.  The SOH members represent a dozen federal agencies in addition to private organizations including the Association of State Floodplain Managers, National Hydrologic Warning Council, and the Defenders of Property Rights.  

The SOH conducts quarterly meetings.  All meetings in the past year were held at the NWS headquarters in Silver Spring, MD.  The next scheduled meeting is April 25, 2002.  Our summer meeting will be held during the Hydrologic Modeling Conference in late July in Las Vegas, NV (see below for details).

During the past year, the concept of establishing a one-stop shopping,  “electronic clearinghouse” for water information using the “water.gov” domain was temporarily set aside.  Because of two incidents that occurred last fall, (September 11th terrorist attack and a Judge ruling that temporarily cut off many DOI agencies servers and Internet connections), the topic of secure data exchanges among federal agencies became a popular subject.  Following a discussion on the topic during our winter meeting, members concluded that the federal agencies that were in the best position to take a lead on assessing water security and vulnerability were the EPA, DOE, and DOD (including the USACE).  Members felt specific data-sharing communications issues needed to be addressed by the respective partners.  (E.g. Since then, the USGS and NWS met to discuss upgraded and new methods of sharing streamgage information.)

The SOH includes two working groups; the Hydrologic Modeling Working Group and the Hydrologic Frequency Analysis Working Group.  Both have been very busy during the past year.

Hydrologic Modeling Working Group

The Hydrologic Modeling Working Group (HMWG) was formed following the Federal Interagency Modeling Workshop in 1993 after it was recognized that a group was needed to bring together developers, users and those that maintained watershed models.  Arlen Feldman (USACE) continues as the current Chair.  

The main activity of the HMWG during the past year was to plan the Second Federal Interagency Hydrologic Modeling Conference scheduled for July 28-August 1st, 2002 at the Riviera Hotel in Las Vegas, Nevada.   (Details of the conference can be found at: http://water.usgs.gov/wicp/acwi/hydrology/mtsconfwkshops/hydrol_papers02.html
Key issues and topics for this conference were identified during the workshop conducted in Tucson, AZ in 2000.    The theme for the conference is “Hydrologic Modeling for the 21st Century”.  Over 200 presentations, posters, and demonstrations will address subjects including data quality standards, remote sensing, GIS applications, case studies and many more interesting topics.  Attendees are expected to number between 300-400 and will include representatives from federal, state and local government agencies, universities, private industry and even some international contributors.  Five short courses will be conducted as well as field trips to Hoover Dam, Clark County flood control projects, and the Las Vegas Wash Restoration Project.

Hydrologic Frequency Analysis Working Group

The Hydrologic Frequency Analysis Working Group (HFAWG) was formed by the SOH to initially address three issues including:  (1) prepare a list of Frequently Asked Questions and Answers for the Bulletin 17B flood-frequency guidelines, (2) develop guidance for evaluating the reasonableness of flood-frequency estimates for ungaged watersheds, and (3) develop guidance for flood-frequency analysis for regulated watersheds.

Will Thomas (M. Baker Corp.) representing the ASFPM, is the HFAWG Chair.  Two work group meetings were held since the last ACWI Annual Meeting in May 2001.  Accomplishments include: 

· The paper entitled “Evaluation of Flood Frequency Estimates for Ungaged Watersheds” prepared by the HFAWG was posted to the web in November 2001.  The URL is: 

http://water.usgs.gov/wicp/acwi/hydrology/Frequency/Ungaged_rpt.html
A minority report was also posted.  The flood frequency paper provides guidance on how to determine if flood frequency estimates from various methods are reasonable. The paper addresses one of the issues assigned to the work group.

· Compilation of a list of Frequently Asked Questions and Answers on Bulletin 17B. This list of questions and answers has been reviewed and refined several times and will soon be posted on the Work Group’s web site.  This list of questions and answers will supplement information given in Bulletin 17B, Guidelines For Determining Flood Flow Frequency.  

· The third challenge of the work group is to develop guidance on frequency analysis for regulated watersheds.  Draft papers have been prepared but discussions are still underway.  A small task group was formed at the January 9, 2002 and charged with meeting to formulate some guidance on this subject and report to the full Work Group.

