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September 15,  2004

Purpose of Liaison Committee:  To create a process based on listening and learning about the needs of policy makers for information and on their abilities to use NAWQA information.  The exchange of information that happens through the liaison process, primarily in Liaison Committee meetings, is not the end of the process, but a beginning that leads to new approaches, opportunities, and successes for Liaison participants and NAWQA.  By identifying information needs in the policy context, the liaison process helps NAWQA target the implications of its analyses and provides leads to collaborative projects that disseminate information and become a catalyst for scientifically informing the examination of policy issues.
Active participants include ACWI members:

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
U.S. Department of Agriculture

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
Association of State and Interstate Water Pollution Control Administrators
Association of Metropolitan Sewerage Agencies

American Water Works Association
Water Environment Federation

National Groundwater Association

Other active participants include:

American Farm Bureau

Sierra Club

Natural Resources Defense Council

Association of Metropolitan Water Agencies

Clean Water Network

Edison Electric Institute

Environmental and Energy Study Institute
American Chemistry Council

House Science Committee

Meetings have been based on:

1. Particular topics of interest to participants,

2. Policy issues that are being debated and on which NAWQA and other participants have information to share, and 

3. Issues on which sharing information and perspectives would be particularly helpful to NAWQA and/or Liaison participants.

Mercury deposition and methylation is a good example of the type of meetings the Liaison Committee has had and the useful cooperative activities that result.

1. A liaison meeting a couple of years ago provided information to participants and led to our identifying a few key questions on which USGS and EPA have information that was not widely understood.  Old versus new mercury methylation being one and the effects of mercury on wildlife being another.

2. To fill this void, NAWQA, Water Environment Federation, Environmental and Energy Study Institute, and the Northeast Midwest Coalition decided to cosponsor two briefings on Capitol Hill.  These briefings were able to provide scientific background as people began to examine new proposals limiting mercury emissions.

This is just one example of the type of information sharing and cooperative efforts the Liaison Committee fosters.

On September 24 we will have a meeting of a different kind.  This meeting is designed to discuss what participants envision as the next generation of water quality policy issues and information needs and to explore how changes in the NAWQA program can be made to meet budgetary realities yet maximize the Program’s ability to provide needed information on these issues.

 A panel discussion on the important next generation of water quality policy issues and how NAWQA can provide useful information will begin the meeting.  Panelists include:

Claudia Copeland, Congressional Research Service;

Denise Keehner, Director, Standards and Health Protection Division, Environmental Protection Agency’s Office of Water; 

Betsy Otto, Senior Director, Watersheds Program, American Rivers; and    

Robin O’Malley, Program Director, State of the Nation’s Ecosystems, Heinz Center for Science, Economics, and the Environment.

Next, we will give you an update on the recent changes and on options under consideration for the next few years.  We will explain the impact of these changes on the kinds of information you have come to expect from us.  I want to answer your question, “What do these study reductions and potential reductions mean to me and my organization’s constituents?”

Finally, and most importantly, we will discuss how well your view of the important water-quality issues and information needs coincides with our recent changes and our options for the future.  We need your help to insure that while reducing costs we maximize the utility of NAWQA information through the next five or more years.

From your perspective, what issues require the greatest attention in order to improve water quality, protect drinking water supplies, and protect ecological health?

Which of NAWQA’s findings to date have been most interesting and/or useful to you and your organization or agency and why?

What are the questions that you would like NAWQA to answer in analyzing its first decade of data?  

What kinds of information are you looking for in NAWQA’s analysis of water quality trends?

What are your expectations of NAWQA in its next ten years?  What are the questions you would like NAWQA to answer?

How would you like your organization to interact with NAWQA in the future?
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