ACWI 2005 Accomplishments 

The National Water Quality Monitoring Council of ACWI provided an interim report to ACWI representatives on the Design of a National Water Quality Monitoring Network for U.S. Coast and Upland Watersheds. ACWI concurred with moving forward toward a final report due to the Council on Environmental Quality in January 2006. ACWI member organizations encouraged the Council to work on a plan to include Ground Water in the National Network; and to include metrics in the Network Design. The Monitoring Council also worked with ACWI member organizations to plan and organize a 5th National Monitoring Conference to be held in San Jose, California in May 2006. Over 300 abstracts and posters have been received.
The Methods and Data Comparability Board of ACWI completed the addition of biological elements to the Water Quality Data Elements. A guide for use of the Data Elements was prepared for publication in early 2006. Areas to be considered for future data element standardization include physical habitat assessments and studies for fish tissue burdens. ACWI recommended that the Data Elements be aligned with the Federal Geographic Data Committee Standards. 

The Methods Board added 100 new methods to the National Environmental Methods Index on-line database, and completed improvements that will enhance public use and access. The Methods Board also developed a Cooperative Research and Development Agreement to allow the private sector to partner in further development of NEMI. 
The Sustainable Water Resources Roundtable of ACWI prepared a preliminary report on Water Resources Sustainability Indicators, including 17 recommended indicators. ACWI supported publication of the report, and encouraged the Roundtable to work with state and regional water quality monitoring councils on indicator issues.

The 2004 ACWI Task Force on the USGS Cooperative Water Program prepared a draft final report for ACWI review. ACWI requested addition of an Executive Summary, suggested expanded sections on in-kind services and funding issues, and requested a focus on how to improve of the Program.
The Subcommittee on Hydrology and the Subcommittee on Sedimentation of ACWI worked together to plan and organize a Joint Interagency Conference on Sedimentation and Hydrologic Modeling with a theme of Interdisciplinary Solutions for Watershed Sustainability, to be held in April 2006 in Nevada. The joint conference will provide Federal and non-Federal scientists and managers from many disciplines the opportunity to discuss recent accomplishments and progress in research and technical developments. Combining the 8th Sedimentation and 3rd Modeling conferences saves all participating Federal agencies and other participants significant resources in both staff time and funding.

The Subcommittee on Spatial Water Data, reporting jointly to ACWI and the Federal Geographic Data Committee, created an interagency Steering Committee for the Watershed Boundary Dataset, to facilitate the development and availability of data via standards, advanced technology, quality control, and data access. The Committee will promote the adoption of standards by all partners and leverage available resources. The WBD comes under authority from OMB Circular A-16, revised 2002.
The National Liaison Committee to the USGS National Water Quality Assessment Program worked with the Water Environment Federation (an ACWI member) and the Environmental Energy and Study Institute to conduct a series of briefings on Capital Hill in February 25 and March, 2005. Topics included Water Quality Monitoring:  Answers It Provides for Water Quality Protection; Moving from Monitoring to Prediction: The Quality of the Nation’s Streams, and The Quality of the Nation’s Ground Water. The briefings were attended by a total of 145 individuals. The briefings were successful in demonstrating how modeling can be used to expand the information gained through monitoring and how the resulting information can then be used in water protection policy and activities. A checklist was created for developing such briefings for policy audiences. 
Assistance was provided to Liaison Committee participants in distributing NAWQA information about the water quality and general environmental conditions in NAWQA study units and indications of study unit areas at particular risk of environmental decline due to rapid population growth or other factors. A list of contacts in specific study units can support the utility of NAWQA information in making local and statewide water quality protection decisions.  
