
National Water Quality Monitoring Council 
Collaboration and Outreach Workgroup

Supports partnerships that foster collaboration among the water 
monitoring community, including State, Regional, and Tribal 
councils, as well as watershed groups, partnerships, and alliances



• National Monitoring Conferences

• Web seminars for water community

• Online “How-To Tool Kit” for creating and 
sustaining partnerships and councils

• Online newsletter “National Water 
Monitoring News”

• Council Webpage updates

National Water Quality Monitoring Council 
Collaboration and Outreach Workgroup



Council hosted Biennial National Conference 



• 950 water practitioners from all backgrounds—including 
governmental organizations, tribes, volunteers, academia, 
watershed and environmental groups, and the private sector

• Program includes nearly 290 platform presentations, more than 
120 technical posters, and 15 workshops and short courses. 

• New findings on the quality of the Nation’s waters and novel 
innovations, as well as, cutting-edge tools in water-quality 
monitoring, assessment, and reporting. 

• Side meetings: EPA, USGS, SOGW, & Volunteer Monitors; 
locally: NGWA and USDA CEAP

• Growing interest with NOAA NOS, IOOS, and NFRA: inland to 
coasts (including estuaries and Great Lakes)

Council hosted 7th Biennial National Conference 



Plenary Speakers at the                                                              
2010 National Monitoring Conference



 Elizabeth J. Fellows - Dr. Robert C. Ward, (Retired) 
Professor and Director of the Colorado Water 
Resources Research Institute at the Colorado State 
University

 Vision Award - Mr. Terry Fleming, with the U. S. 
Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9

 YSI Foundation’s 5th Minding the Planet $25,000 
Grant - Friends of the North Fork, Shenandoah River, 
Woodstock, Virginia

Award Recipients at the                                                       
2010 National Monitoring Conference



Special Events for State, Regional, and Tribal Councils
at the 2010 National Monitoring Conference

 Special Panel Session: 
• Interactive, facilitated discussion geared towards

capacity building

• Featured presentations by Councils in various stages
of development

• Information on alternatives to Councils 

• How National Council can help others

 Poster Session: 

• Featured posters from volunteer monitors, local
watershed group, state, federal, and international



The National Council currently interacts with more 
than 17 Councils and partnerships across the Nation.



Benefits of National Council & State, Regional, 
and Tribal Council Interactions—

Information Exchange 
(e.g. National Tools/Initiatives)

Chemical, physical, biological data elements

 National Environmental Monitoring Index

 Biennial monitoring conference

 National networks – coastal, groundwater

 Data exchange/water information

 National indicators



Benefits of National Council & State, Regional, 
and Tribal Council Interactions—

Information Exchange Among Councils

Membership and operations
 Support and funding
 Monitoring conferences
 Data exchange/water information
 Building partnerships and leveraging

resources
 Building commonality in managing water

resources



The National Council hosts web seminars for 
up-to-date information exchange

Past presentations included:
• Sept. 2009: Kickoff Webinar

– Updates on the California, Florida, and Lake Michigan Monitoring Councils
– Ideas to facilitate use of data and data sharing among the National and 

individuals councils
– Status of Tribal monitoring groups

• Nov. 2009: Integration of citizen monitoring data into Virginia’s state assessment 
report and an online database tool managed by the Virginia Monitoring Council

• Feb. 2010: New web technologies and social media tools for the water monitoring 
community by reps from Fed Gov, Trade Org, and Citizen/Vol Mon  Group

• May/June 2010: An Introduction to Aquatic Sensors and the Aquatic Sensor 
Workgroup



Online “How-To Tool Kit”                                     
for creating and sustaining Councils

• Factsheet on “Accomplishing More Together”

• Power Point presentations for creating and 
sustaining partnerships and councils

• Examples of water quality monitoring 
collaborative efforts

• Power point presentations from Web Seminars

http://acwi.gov/monitoring/regional_councils_files/rc_howto.html



National Water
Monitoring News

From the Collaboration & Outreach 
Workgroup

Find out about all the goings-on
in our newsletter!



National Water Monitoring News
An Online Newsletter for the Water Monitoring Community

 Launched in April 2010 at National Conference

 Selected Topics:

• Success stories/challenges with State & Regional Councils

• Data integration

• Announcements (conferences, meetings, grants, projects)

• Monitoring (volunteer, Tribal, national, coastal, groundwater)

• Water Information Strategies (assessment tools)

• Methods

• Sensors 



 State Council: CO’s data sharing network on 
effective info exchange at watershed level 
through SWAPs

 Volunteer Monitoring: VA Integration of Citizen 
Monitoring Data into State Assessment Report 
and On-line Database Tool

 Tribal Monitoring Councils: National, Yukon, 
and Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission

National Water Monitoring News
Newsletter Spotlights on Councils



National Council website update

• Estimated release: Aug. 1, 2010

• Current status:
– Design complete

– Undergoing browser compatibility testing

– Some updates still to be done



New homepage





We welcome your ideas for web seminars and articles for the newsletter! 

Please contact:  Tracy Hancock, Co-Chair, Collaboration and Outreach Workgroup
thancock@usgs.gov, 804-261-2618.

National Water Quality Monitoring Council
Collaborate, Communicate, Coordinate through Partnerships    
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