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Water-Quality Data Exchange



 Web services available now for accessing water-
quality data from USGS and EPA in common 
formats derived from NWQMC data elements

 Development of a shared portal continues to more 
provide more efficient access to USGS and USEPA 
water-quality data 

 A user group that comprises state and federal 
agencies is being formed to validate the portal and 
inform future capabilities

 Target of Q4 CY2011 for beta release

Status







USGS / USEPA Water-Quality Data Exchange
Lower Potomac
Hydrologic Unit 02070011
161 USGS, 169 EPA stream sites

USGS EPA

150M water quality 
observations over 
last 100 yrs



 >30 states, 150 tribes through EPA
 All USGS WSCs 
 150M water-quality results

State Adoption of WQX



 Further Integration
 Common spatial platform (National Hydrography 

Dataset)
 Common analytical method metadata (NEMI)

 Coordination continues with university 
community (CUAHSI) and other federal 
partners (IOOS) towards a data sharing 
capability that includes other 
met/hydro/oceans data types
 Map based search interface

Future Work
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