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ASDWA MEMBERS 

• DRINKING WATER PROGRAM ADMINISTRATORS 

• 50 STATES, TERRITORIES, THE NAVAJO NATION, AND 
THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

• REGULATE AND PROVIDE TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 
AND FUNDING (DWSRF AND SET-ASIDES) FOR 
PUBLIC WATER SYSTEMS 

• COORDINATE WITH MULTIPLE PARTNERS 

• DRINKING WATER SUSTAINABILITY, RESILIENCY, 
AND PROTECTION 2 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Who is ASDWA?
ASDWA’s members are the drinking water program administrators from the 50 states, territories, the Navajo Nation, and DC
They regulate and provide technical assistance and funding for water systems.
And they coordinate with multiple partners to support and promote drinking water sustainability, resiliency, and protection



ASDWA TRANSITION PAPER 

• TRANSITION PAPER FOR NEW ADMINISTRATION 
INCLUDES: 

• WHO WE ARE AND WHAT WE DO 

• WE WORK IN PARTNERSHIP 

• NEEDED SUPPORT FOR HUMAN AND PHYSICAL 
INFRASTRUCTURE 

• DRINKING WATER RULE CHALLENGES 

• EMERGING THREATS TO DRINKING WATER 

• PROTECTING SOURCES OF DRINKING WATER 

• DRINKING WATER SECURITY AND RESILIENCY 

• MEASURING AND COMMUNICATING RESULTS 

 

Vision:  We seek to ensure safe 
drinking water, at the tap, for all 
Americans – regardless of where 
they live or work – in support of 
healthy Americans and a thriving 

economy. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To prepare for the new administration, ASDWA developed a “Transition Paper”, along with many of the other national water associations. 
And these transition papers all have a common theme – “ that drinking water is important for public health and the economy”

ASDWA’s transition paper covers all of the topics you see here, many of which relate to climate change and extreme weather.

And you’ll see a direct relationship to some of these topics in our recommendations for this group.
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ACWI WRACC MTG 
QUESTION FOR PANEL 

• POLICY CHALLENGE 1:  PROMOTING STATE WATER RESOURCE 
PLANNING FOR CLIMATE CHANGE RESILIENCE 

• WHAT INCENTIVES OR PRACTICES SHOULD THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 
ADOPT TO PROMOTE WIDER DEVELOPMENT OF CLIMATE RESILIENT 
WATER MANAGEMENT PLANS BY STATES?  

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So, the question for our panel is “What incentives or practices should the Federal government adopt to promote wider development of climate resilient water management plans by States?”

And first, I think it’s helpful to show the broad array of climate related state water plans, policies and guides so that you understand the state drinking water program role related to “state water management plans”  

The main goal of the State drinking water programs’ is to regulate and support their drinking water utilities. 
And they may also provide input into the higher level state plans, or in many cases, they may not.

State approaches also vary drastically across the nation – some have regulations on water withdrawals and conservation, some have a voluntary approach, and some cannot use the term “climate change” at all.

You’ll also find that water utility planning efforts to address climate impacts vary drastically 
in that the largest water systems are sometimes undertaking huge initiatives, 
while the smallest systems are unable to just achieve compliance with SDWA regulations, 
and have no ability to do any forward thinking or planning, without assistance from the state drinking water program.



ASDWA RECOMMENDATIONS:  
FEDERAL INCENTIVES OR PRACTICES  

• PROMOTE AND SUPPORT INTEGRATED WATER RESOURCES MANAGEMENT 
(IWRM) & PLANNING CONCEPTS (SDWA, CWA, CAA, EMERGING 
CONTAMINANTS, EMERGENCY RESPONSE, ROADS, ENERGY, AGRICULTURE) 

• ASSISTANCE AT THE REGIONAL/COMMUNITY LEVEL WITH PROVIDING DATA FOR 
WATER USE MANAGEMENT AND WATER/ENERGY EFFICIENCY 

• COORDINATED INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENTS AT THE REGIONAL/COMMUNITY 
LEVEL 

• INTEGRATED REGULATORY AND POLICY DEVELOPMENT 

• CONTINUE TO BETTER COORDINATE ACROSS ALL FEDERAL AGENCIES 

• TO HELP HARD-WIRE AND INTEGRATE CLIMATE INTO EXISTING STATE PROGRAMS 

• TO FOSTER COORDINATION AND PARTNERSHIPS WITH STATES AND STAKEHOLDERS 
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ASDWA RECOMMENDATIONS:  
FEDERAL INCENTIVES OR PRACTICES  

• SUPPORT FOR INCREASED FUNDING FOR DWSRF (INFRASTRUCTURE) AND SET-
ASIDES (ASSISTANCE), AND STATE SECURITY GRANTS (NOT FUNDED SINCE FY ‘09) 

• TO HELP STATES PROVIDE RESOURCES AND ASSISTANCE FOR SMALL WATER SYSTEMS  

• CONTINUE WATER DATA GATHERING AND ASSESSMENT EFFORTS 
• ASSESS WATER QUALITY AND QUANTITY TRENDS (NEAR AND LONG-TERM) 

• PROVIDE ADEQUATE WARNINGS FOR THE POTENTIAL FOR EXTREME WEATHER EVENTS 

• PROVIDE  DATA TO SUPPORT DESIGN CRITERIA FOR INFRASTRUCTURE THAT REFLECTS TRANSIENT 
CLIMATE CONDITIONS 

• DEVELOP COORDINATED COMMUNICATION MESSAGES 
• TO FOCUS ON VALUE/BENEFITS OF CLIMATE ADAPTATION AND MITIGATION AND AVOID LABELING AS 

“CLIMATE CHANGE” 

• TO PROMOTE THAT “(DRINKING) WATER IS VITAL TO PUBLIC HEALTH AND THE ECONOMY” 

• INCREMENTALLY INTEGRATING CLIMATE ADAPTATION INTO PLANNING OR CAPITAL 
IMPROVEMENT  EFFORTS IS AN OPTION OPPOSED TO STANDALONE INITIATIVES 
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OUR CLOSING MESSAGE 
• FEDERAL EFFORTS ARE APPROPRIATE, BUT MORE IS NEEDED:  THE STRATEGIC ACTIONS 

IN THE “LOOKING FORWARD” REPORT AND THIS WORKGROUP’S COMMENTS ARE 
APPROPRIATE, BUT WE STILL NEED MORE 

• GENERALLY ACCEPTED DESIGN STANDARDS AND REFERENCE DATA SETS THAT ADDRESS 
ONGOING CLIMATE TRENDS 

• EXPANSION OF STAKEHOLDER PARTICIPATION AND BUY-IN (ESPECIALLY THE PRIVATE 
SECTOR) 

• PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS (PLANNING AND ENGINEERING TO INCLUDE 
CLIMATE CHANGE AND ENERGY/WATER EFFICIENCY) 

• ONGOING DATA COLLECTION – ESPECIALLY TO SUPPORT DOWN SCALE MODELING 

• STATE DRINKING WATER PROGRAMS FACE CHALLENGES: 

• STATE WATER PLANNING EFFORTS VARY DRASTICALLY – FOLLOW THROUGH IS 
CHALLENGED BY LACK OF RESOURCES, FREQUENT CHANGES IN THE POLITICAL LANDSCAPE 
OR THE LATEST CRISIS 

• SOME STATES HAVE DIFFICULTY COORDINATING ACROSS PROGRAMS BECAUSE OF STATE 
AGENCY STRUCTURES AND REGULATORY SILOS 

• SMALL SYSTEMS NEED ADDITIONAL ASSISTANCE 
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STATE CLIMATE PRACTICES 
ASDWA, ACWA, ASWM, EPA 

(ON EPA’S WEBSITE) 

 
• NEW HAMPSHIRE DRINKING WATER PROGRAM CLIMATE 

RESILIENCE PROGRAM 

• OREGON HARMFUL ALGAL BLOOM STRATEGY 

• MARYLAND LONG-TERM WATER SUPPLY PLANNING 
REQUIREMENTS 

• ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES' 
DROUGHT AND WATER SUPPLY PLANNING 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The past two years, ASDWA participated in an effort with the Association of Clean Water Administrators, the Association of State Wetland Managers, and EPA to collect state climate practices and post them on EPA’s web site.



NEW STATE CLIMATE EFFORTS 

• MASSACHUSETTS GOVERNOR’S EXECUTIVE ORDER 569 
• SEPTEMBER 2016 

• MINNESOTA DRINKING WATER PROGRAM CLIMATE 
CHANGE ADAPTATION TEAM 

• STARTED 2016 

• UTAH CLIMATE ACTION NETWORK  
• TO START MARCH 2017 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
These are a few new efforts that states have recently started or will work on in 2017.
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NEW HAMPSHIRE’S CLIMATE CHANGE RESILIENCE 
PLAN FOR DRINKING WATER SYSTEMS & ROLE 

OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 
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• EXISTING INFRASTRUCTURE WERE DESIGNED BASED ON THE 
STATISTICAL ANALYSIS OF HYDROLOGICAL DATA AVAILABLE IN 
THE 1960s AND 1970s 
 

• THE STATISTICAL ANALYSIS, WHICH DICTATES DESIGN 
STANDARDS, DO NOT CONSIDER A TRANSIENT CLIMATE OR THE 
EFFECT OF INCREASING HUMAN DISTURBANCES IN 
WATERSHEDS 
 

• NH’S DRINKING WATER PROGRAM HAS BEEN AMENDING ITS 
MESSAGING, RULES, POLICIES & PRACTICES TO ACCOUNT FOR 
A TRANSIENT CLIMATE AND LANDSCAPE TO ACCOUNT FOR 
REASONABLY ANTICIPATED IMPACTS 

CHALLENGES 



FEDERAL RESOURCES CURRENTLY BEING 
USED BY NH WATER SYSTEMS 

• FUNDING 

• USEPA STATE-REVOLVING-LOAN FUND (DWSRF) AND SPECIAL PROJECTS 
(EMERGENCY BACK-UP GENERATOR PROGRAM) 

• USDA EMERGENCY GRANTS AND LOANS FOR SMALL RURAL WATER 
SYSTEMS 

• FEMA PRE-DISASTER MITIGATION PROGRAM , HAZARD MITIGATION 
GRANT, AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PERFORMANCE GRANT  

• MAPPING - UPDATED FLOOD MAPPING AND SEAWATER INUNDATION 
MAPPING/LIDAR MAPPING 

• ENERGY EFFICIENCY TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 

• WATER INFORMATION - RAW DATA AND SUMMARY PRODUCTS 

• REGIONAL MODELING STUDIES 

 

12 



MARY , NH STATE CLIMATOLOGIST ● DEPARTMENT OF GEOGRAPHY, UNIVERSITY OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

  
October 25, 2016 

US Drought 
Monitor 

Northeast 

December 6, 2016 
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One Water – Our Future 



 

BRANDON KERNEN 

BRANDON.KERNEN@DES.NH.GOV 

 

DEIRDRE MASON 

DMASON@ASDWA.ORG 

THANK YOU! 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thank you!
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