
 
DRAFT AGENDA 

Water Resources Adaptation to Climate Change Workgroup of the 
Advisory Committee on Water Information 

February 26, 2015:  1:00 – 2:30 
Call in Numbers: 

USGS staff at Headquarters - x4848  
Other USGS offices/DOI locations - 703-648-4848  
Non-USGS locations (toll free) - 1-855-547-8255  

The access code is: 53700# 
 

When it is time to attend the meeting, please visit this link:  
https://usgs.webex.com/usgs/j.php?MTID=m084f119ad3e06790683608f22334db78  

 
I) Introductions and Agenda Review   

 
II) Approval of Notes from Previous Meeting (see draft notes at 

http://acwi.gov/climate_wkg/index.html) 
 

III) Presentations: Water and Climate Change in the West 
• Drought Risk in Southwest:  Dr. Benjamin Cook; NASA; see attached article:  

Unprecedented 21st century drought risk in the American Southwest and Central  Plains; 
http://advances.sciencemag.org/content/1/1/e1400082 and 
http://www.scientificamerican.com/article/u-s-droughts-will-be-the-worst-in-1-000-
years1/ 

• Climate Change Impacts on Irrigation Demand and Reservoir Evaporation in the West; 
Bureau of Reclamation; see 
http://www.usbr.gov/WaterSMART/wcra/docs/irrigationdemand/WWCRAdemands.pdf 
and http://www.usbr.gov/WaterSMART/wcra/ 
 

IV) Presentation: DRAFT 2014 Highlights Report and 2015 Workplan of the interagency Water 
Resources Workgroup supporting the Council on Climate Change Preparedness and 
Resilience; Karen Metchis; EPA (see attached draft document).   The Workgroup has an 
opportunity to provide comments on this draft interagency workplan. 
 

V) Workgroup Business Items 
• Final 2014 Annual Report of the Workgroup to the full ACWI (see final report attached)   
• Approval of Final Draft 2015 Workplan for the Workgroup (see final draft 2015 Workplan 

attached) 
• Proposed Draft Workgroup Comments on Draft NEPA GHG and Climate Change Guidance 

(see attached draft comments); see draft guidance and request for comments: 
https://ceq.doe.gov/current_developments/CEQ_Guidance_NEPA-GHG-
Climate_Revised_Guidance.html 

• Update of ACWI Website Revision for Climate Workgroup  
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VI) Status Report:  Major Federal Climate Change Adaptation Initiatives   
• Publication of Executive Order on Floodplain Management 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2015/01/30/executive-order-establishing-
federal-flood-risk-management-standard-and- and request for comment on draft 
implementing procedures https://www.fema.gov/federal-flood-risk-management-
standard-ffrms 

• Implementation of Priority Agenda for Enhancing the Climate Resilience of America’s 
Natural Resources 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/docs/enhancing_climate_resilience_of_a
mericas_natural_resources.pdf 

• Implementation of Recommendations to the President:  State, Local, and Tribal Leaders 
Task Force on Climate Preparedness and Resilience 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/ceq/initiatives/resilience/taskforce 

• Water Resources Principles and Guidelines: Development of Implementation Procedures 
by Federal Agencies 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/docs/prg_interagency_guidelines_12_201
4.pdf 

• NIST Disaster Resilience Initiative;  http://www.nist.gov/el/building_materials/resilience/ 
 

VII)   Round Robin Reports from Workgroup Members (a brief highlight of your  organization’s    
activities related to climate change and water) 

 
• President’s FY 2016 Budget: Special Topic:  Federal Budget Exposure to Climate Risk; p. 353; 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/omb/budget/fy2016/assets/spec.pdf 
• Army Corps of Engineers report: North Atlantic Coast Comprehensive Study: Resilient 

Adaptation to Increasing Risk 
http://www.nad.usace.army.mil/Portals/40/docs/NACCS/NACCS_main_report.pdf and 
website:  http://www.nad.usace.army.mil/compstudy 

• Video on Flooding in Vermont and Use of Wetlands and Floodplains:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ucb-Y8iipng&feature=youtu.be 

• Water Environment Research Foundation; Executive Summary:  Enhancing Resiliency in the 
Aftermath of Extreme Events; http://www.informz.net/werf/data/images/CC7C11ES.pdf 

• Report from NAACP on Issues of Equity in Climate Change Adaptation 
http://action.naacp.org/page/-
/Climate/Equity_in_Resilience_Building_Climate_Adaptation_Indicators_FINAL.pdf 

• National Geographic Article on Climate and Miami:  
http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2015/02/climate-change-economics/parker-text 

• National Adaptation Conference Registration; May 12-14; St. Louis , Mo.:  
http://nationaladaptationforum.org/ 

• USDA new website describing Climate Change HUBS; http://climatehubs.oce.usda.gov/ and 
video; https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zs6UcBKJgrU#t=302 

• EPA release of Stormwater Climate Change Tool:  
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/721aa416060e4eda8525770b006e18b9/fd703e
e59924638a85257deb005eb701!OpenDocument 

• Other brief highlights? 
 

VIII)   Adjourn 
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