Unprecedented 2 st century drought risk
in Western North America




How will future drying compare to
these pre-industrial megadroughts?
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Does PDSI accurately reproduce soil moisture variability in
climate models over the Southwest and Central Plains?

Can we use PDSI it to connect model projections with past
drought variability?
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Soil Moisture:

2050 2099 (multi- model mean)
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Moisture Balance

Soil Moisture:

time evolution (multi-model mean)
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C e ntral NORESM1-ME

Plains
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Central Plains Southwest
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