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 Key Players/Projects/Plans 
 

 Interagency Coordination 
 

 Regional Organization 
 

 How it all works together 
 

 Not a description of climate change and water 
work at each Federal agency 
 



 Chaired by President; members heads agencies 
 

 Includes 5 supporting Committees, including: 
◦ Committee on Environment, Natural Resources and 

Sustainability (CENRS) 
◦ Homeland Security 
◦ Technology 

 
 Presidents Council of Advisors on Science and 

Technology (PCAST; non-government advisors) 
 



 Co-chaired by OSTP, NOAA, EPA 
 

 12 Sub-groups including  
◦ Global Change (SGCR) 
◦ Subcommittee on Water Availability and Quality 

(SWAQ) 
◦ Disaster Reduction  
◦ Earth Observation 

 



 13 Federal agencies; National Coordination Office 
 

 Coordinates interagency global change research 
 

 Develops National Climate Assessment (4 years) 
 
 Federal Advisory Committee for National Climate 

Assessment (NACADAC) 
 

 Dr. Tom Armstrong, Executive Director; Kathy 
Jacobs, Director of the National Climate Assessment 
 



 Co-chaired by USGS and EPA; over a dozen 
Federal agencies 

 
 Coordinates general research related to water  

 
 Charter recently amended to include climate 

change research 
 
 Developed Report to Congress on Water 

Information and Climate Change (Sec. 9506) 



 Over a dozen Federal agencies co-chaired by:  
◦ National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration  
◦ Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) 
◦ Office of Science and Technology (OSTP) 
 

 Climate Adaptation Progress Reports in 2010 
and 2011 

 
 Interagency Workgroups including: 
◦ Water Resources 
◦ Science 
◦ Agency Planning 
 



 Interagency Workgroup supporting the Climate 
Change Adaptation Task Force 

 
 Co-chaired by USGS (Matt Larsen), EPA (Mike 

Shapiro), CEQ (Nancy Andrews); members include 
over a dozen Federal agencies 
 

 Published National Action Plan: Priorities for 
Managing Freshwater Resources in a Changing 
Climate (10/11) 
 

 Oversees Agency work to implement National 
Action Plan and maintains interagency 
coordination 



 Co-chaired by NOAA, Fish and Wildlife Service, and 
State of New York; Federal Agencies and 5 States  
 

 Draft Strategy addresses major ecosystem types: 
◦ Forests 
◦ Grasslands 
◦ Deserts 
◦ Inland Waters 
◦ Coastal Waters 

 
 Draft in early 2012; final to be released shortly 



 Council coordinates ocean policy; includes Federal 
agency heads 
 

 Governance Committee includes 18 States, Tribes, 
local government 

 
 Draft National Ocean Policy Implementation Plan 

released 1/12; final Plan to be released soon 
 

 Nine priority objectives including: 
◦ Resiliency and Adaptation to Climate Change and  
 Ocean Acidification 
 



 Federal Advisory Committee 
 

 Chair:  Department of Interior Assistant Secretary 
for Water and Science; Ann Castle 
 

 Includes Federal agencies and stakeholder 
organizations 
 

 Subcommittees include: 
◦ Climate Change 
◦ Hydrology 
◦ Monitoring 
◦ Sedimentation 

 



 Chaired by EPA (Jeff Peterson) and Water 
Environment Federation (Paul Freedman) 
 

 Includes 14 Federal agencies and 26 
stakeholder organizations 
 

 Advises Federal agencies on climate change 
and water adaptation issues 



 Interagency group led by Bureau of Reclamation and 
Army Corps of Engineers 
 

 Build “working-level relationships across Federal 
science and water agencies” 
 

 2011 Report on long-term research needs  
 

 2012 Report on short-term research needs 
 

 2013 training on modeling climate change impacts 
on water resources 
 



 Executive Order 13514 calls for Federal 
agency climate adaptation plans 
 

 CEQ issued Implementing Guidelines in 2011 
 

 Agency Plans now out for comment 
 

 Some agencies will develop more detailed 
plans this summer 
 
 



 Climate Change Regions (defined in draft 2013 
National Climate Assessment) 
 

 Regional Integrated Sciences and Assessments 
(RISAs; NOAA; 11projects) 
 

 Landscape Conservation Cooperatives (LCCs; DOI, 
FWS; 22 ecosystem based regions) 
 

 Climate Change Science Centers (CSCs, DOI; 8 
centers) 
 

 



 Water Utility Climate Alliance (WUCA) 
 

 Water Environment Federation (WEF) 
 

 US Water Alliance 
 

 Alliance for Global Water Adaptation (AGWA) 
 
 



 Shared leadership 
 National Assessment foundation for planning 
 Task Force provides broad direction 
 Crosscutting Strategies address issues common 

to multiple agencies (e.g. water resources, 
oceans, fish/wildlife/plants) 

 Agency Plans deliver detailed implementation  
 FACs for Assessment and Water Resources 
 Regional deployment evolving 

 
 



 Jeff Peterson; Office of Water; EPA 
 

 Co-Chair; Water Resources and Climate 
Change Adaptation Workgroup 
 

 US EPA; 202-564-3745 
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