
 

 

 
 

Notes and Summary 
Climate Change Workgroup of the 

Advisory Committee on Water Information 
January 17, 2013:  2:00 – 3:30pm 

 
Attendees: 
 

Jeff Peterson, EPA; Federal co-chair 
Paul Freedman, WEF; non-Federal co-chair 
Aris Geogakakos, NIWR 
Ben Chou, NRDC 
Ben Grumbles, Clean Water America Alliance 
Brandon Kernan, ASDWA 
Carol Collier, AWRA 
Chris Carlson, Forest Service 
Chris Hornback, NACWA 
Craig Zamuda, DOE 
Curt Johnson, FWS 
Cynthia Finley, NACWA 
Dave Carlton, ASFPM 
Diana Bowen, Coastal States Organization 
Ernie Wells, NOAA 
Fay Augustyn, American Rivers  
Jeff Manning, ACWA  
Joan Brunkard, CDC  
John Schmerfeld, FWS  
John Wells, ACWI-SWRR 
Jordan West,EPA ORD 
 

Judy Francis, NACP 
Karen Metchis, EPA  
Mark Crowell, FEMA  
Marjorie McGuirk, NOAA/NCDC  
Mary Musick, GWPA 
Michael Block, NGWA  
Mike Muse, EPA 
Nancy Jane Andrews, CEQ  
Nancy Turyk, NALMS  
Natalie Roy, Clean Water Network  
Nathan Bracken, WSWC  
Noel Gollehon, USDA 
Paul Fleming, Water Utility Climate Alliance  
Paul Gruber, NGWA  
Paul Wiegand, NCASI  
Peg Bostwick, Assn of State Wetland Managers  
Ron Hoffer, EPA  
Rolf Olson, USACE  
Scott Bierant, AMWA 
Steve Wolff, ICWP  
Warren Flint, SWRR 

 
Meeting Agenda:  See attached 
Action Items 
 

 Provide comments on draft in person meeting agenda to Ben Grumbles by January 25 

 Review membership spreadsheet to confirm contact information and add alternates where 
needed 

 
Meeting Summary 
 
The meeting opened with co-chairs remarks and taking roll.  No revisions were offered to the minutes of 
the previous meeting.  



 
Final Draft Workplan:  Workgroup discussed the final draft of the workplan for the workgroup for 2013.   

o Incorporated some language clarification (e.g agreed to delete candidate webinars list) 
o Discussion & final approval planned for face to face meeting 
o Dynamic document; activities subject to change as needs arise 

 
Workgroup Subcommittees:  They heard reports from three subcommittees: 

o Face to face meeting, Ben Grumbles:  comments during the meeting included: 
 Need more time on the second day to reassess our work plan and activities 

based on what was presented and discussed in prior sessions. We could carve 
time out over lunch on day to or reserve more time in the closing segment. 

 There were 2 additions of Federal agencies to the Panel of Federal agency 
presentation on Day 2; CDC, FWS  

 Important we need to provide agency speakers with clear guidelines on what we 
want covered and in what time frame 

 Possibility that government approval may not come in time for February 27/28 
meeting date; co-chairs may have to doodle to reschedule for March. 

 Action:  provide any other comments to Ben Grumbles by January 25. 
 

o Interruption of agenda to accommodate  Jordan West’s time constraints 
 

National Climate Assessment:  Jordan West, EPA, ORD, provided overview of the water related 
elements of the newly released draft National Climate Assessment 
 

o Quick overview of process and content (see attached powerpoint presentation) 
o Comments 

 Missing focus on energy-water nexus. Reply: Jordan just focused on chapters 
where EPA/ORD had a role, recognized water has cross cutting issues in every 
chapter 

 We need to find a way to look at water holistically not stove piped 
 Do we have a way to establish the significance of the impacts of climate change 

and how we prioritize where we need to act? 
 

Work group Subcommittees Con’t:     
o Key documents inventory, Carol Collier 

 Problem with key words is that every document may well hit for every key word  
 Two new volunteers to help with key words and indexing (Judy Francis, Marjorie 

McGuirk)  Need better system to determine A-1 priority documents 
 

o Webinars: Jeff Peterson on behalf of Levi Brekke 
 Presented results of survey 
 Key webinars to be scheduled prior to February meeting include “Overview of 

Who Does What” and “Extreme Events in Climate Change” 
 
Round Robin 

o Referred to list on agenda; no further discussion due to shortage of time 
o Action:  Co-chairs asked that members review membership spreadsheet to confirm 

contact information and provide any updates by January 25. 
 
 
Adjourned:   at 3:35.  



AGENDA 
Climate Change Adaptation Workgroup of the 

Advisory Committee on Water Information 
January 17:  2:00 – 3:30 

Call in Numbers: 
USGS staff at Headquarters - x4848; Other USGS offices/DOI locations - 703-648-4848 

Non-USGS locations - 1-855-547-8255; pass-code 53700# 
Webinar information at this link:  

 
I) Introductions and Agenda Review   

 
II) Approval of Notes from Previous Meeting (see draft notes attached) 

 

III) Proposed Final Workplan for Workgroup (comments due by Jan. 11; proposed final 
to be provided) 

 

IV) Reports:  Workgroup Subcommittees 
o Planning for In-Person Meeting of Workgroup Feb. 27/28:  Ben Grumbles  
o Development of Key Materials for Workgroup:  Carol Collier 
o Development of Webinars for Workgroup Members:  Levi Brekke 

 
V) Presentation:  Overview of Water Resources Related Elements of Draft National 

Climate Assessment:  Jordan West, EPA, Office of Research and Development 
(Powerpoint presentation to be provided)  
 

VI) Round Robin Reports  
o Status of Climate and Water Elements of Sandy Supplemental legislation  
o Proposed STRONG Legislation (http://www.kerry.senate.gov/press/release/ 

?id=872dd2fb-18ca-43b6-a1ce-4baa49060ef2) 
o Final National Water Program 2012 Strategy: Response to Climate Change  

http://water.epa.gov/scitech/climatechange/2012-National-Water-Program-
Strategy.cfm 

o CCAWWG Draft Research Report: http://www.ccawwg.us/index.php/research-
response 

o CERES Report: Water Ripples: Expanding Risks for US Water Providers  
http://www.ceres.org/resources/reports/water-ripples-expanding-risks-for-u.s.-
water-providers  

o Report on Water and Climate in North Carolina (https://connect.ncdot.gov/ 
municipalities/InteragencyLeadership/Goals/Climate%20Ready%20North%20Car
olina%20-%20Building%20a%20Resilient%20Future.pdf) 

o Water and Climate Special Issue: Nature  
http://www.nature.com/nclimate/focus/water- warm-world/index.html 

o Other brief highlights? 
 

VII) Adjourn 
 

http://www.kerry.senate.gov/press/release/
https://connect.ncdot.gov/
http://www.nature.com/nclimate/focus/water-%20warm-world/index.html

