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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Started in January with our planning, and had our initial kick off planning session in DC with attendees from NGO’s, government agencies and trade associations
We had about 15 different meetings, and discussion sessions which helped us to have a well-rounded set of topic areas. 



3 

American Fisheries Society 
425 Barlow Place, Suite 110  
Bethesda, MD 20814 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our models for this project were AGI’s “Critical Needs” document, along with the Consortium for Ocean Leadership’s “Ocean Priorities” document
Both documents present their top line items and stay at the 30,000 foot level on issues, while providing some specific recommendations. Our document uses “actions items” over recommendations because some members of our board thought it sounded less intense. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our document will has a similar lay out, and is more “brochure-like” than report like. 
We wanted to allow this document to be thrown in someone’s pocket so they could easily access the information that is presented within it. (10 x 6….not quite pocket size, but close)
The document begins with a thank you message, a “what is fisheries?” section, along with a set of bullet points highlighting the economic contributions that fisheries make to our nation – along with other reasons on why the administration should care. (bullets are segmented into 3 groups: “proven benefits” “areas at risk” and “poor conditions”)
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The document then dives into our 12 topic areas…
Our discussion sessions allowed us to have a lot of input on what other groups, agency staff, and AFS members thought were the most pressing issues facing the next administration.
This is by no means a comprehensive list, and some items were taken off due to political sensitivity as well as the need to make this a brief and readily usable and accessible document
Special Management Areas was removed due to it being a “sticky wicket” for group consensus, and a specific section on Water Quality was dissolved and its points were included in other portions of the document. 

I will now walk through the sections listed here, showing the layout of the document and highlighting some of the “action items” listed.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Effective management details current management structures, what has been show to work well (the Alaskan Model side bar), along with noting some areas for improvement. 
It touches a lot on collaborative management, and interagency communication



7 

American Fisheries Society 
425 Barlow Place, Suite 110  
Bethesda, MD 20814 

Action Items: 
• Continue to support and strengthen cooperative federalism and 

their associated programs. There is a great need to enhance the 
state and federal partnership approach towards natural aquatic 
resource management through proper funding to the states, so 
they can implement their federally mandated programs.  
 

• Ensure the continuation of a partnership process that includes a 
regular collaborative review of authorized purposes for many 
federal projects. 
 

• Encourage adaptive management planning to solve environmental 
issues. Support all collaborations with solid scientific principles and 
the best available natural and social science.  

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here are a few of our “action items” noting cooperative federalism, partnership processes within agencies, and adaptive management
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our angling and Fisheries conservation section highlights the importance anglers play in fisheries science, conservation and protection. Noting job numbers, and economic contributions 
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Action Items: 
• Ensure that angling is a component of outdoor recreation and education policies.  

 
• Address the gaps in data collection programs, such as the Marine Recreational 

Information Program and the National Angler Expenditure Survey.  
 

• Reauthorize the Sport Fish Restoration and Boating Trust fund created by the 
Dingell-Johnson Act.  
 

• Dedicate new streams of funding for fisheries conservation and science to fill the 
gap between fisheries conservation needs and the available funding through the 
Sport Fish Restoration Program (See Blue Ribbon Panel on Sustaining Fish & 
Wildlife Resources recommendation in Conservation Science Funding Section). 
 

• Make a dedicated effort to increase recreational angling opportunities and public 
use and enjoyment of aquatic resources, wherever possible. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We make specific legislative recommendations here, along with other places in the document including the need to reauthorize D-J, and the need for enhanced investments, such as those presented in the Blue Ribbon Panel recommendations. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Climate change was split out into two sections, one for marine and one for inland systems. Here the section on marine systems notes the impacts of ocean acidification and warming waters
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Action Items: 
• Incorporate coastal blue carbon into ecosystem services valuation within the National 

Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process, to ensure that the value of coral reefs and 
vegetated wetlands are taken into consideration. 
 

• Continue to support NOAA’s Regional Integrated Sciences and Assessments program, and 
define gaps in programmatic support and address their needs accordingly. 
 

• Support and uphold the actions and recommendations put forward by the NOAA Fisheries 
Climate Science Strategy.  
 

• Reauthorize and support the Federal Ocean Acidification Research and Monitoring Act 
which provides funding for monitoring and research to improve our understanding of how 
ocean chemistry is changing.  
 

• Continue and increase the NOAA Fisheries Ecosystem Resilience Grants to reduce impacts 
and increase resilience of coastal/marine resources and the people who depend on them. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As you can see some sections have more recommendations/action items than others – this was not intentional, just how things happened to workout. 
Action items here focus on the agency programs studying the effects of climate change, along with resiliency programs



12 

American Fisheries Society 
425 Barlow Place, Suite 110  
Bethesda, MD 20814 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The inland climate change section notes the need for building in resiliency and highlights was has already been done in certain areas, with the Lake Wichita side bar and noting projects under the National Fish Wildlife and Plant Adaptation Strategy. 
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Action Items: 
• Make climate change adaptation a priority through programs included within 

the recommendations of the National Fish, Wildlife and Plants Climate 
Adaptation Strategy, and advance projects beyond the implementation of the 
232 projects that create resilient communities. 
 

• Ensure that climate resiliency and climate adaptation language is inserted into 
all agency planning, capacity building, training, and infrastructure programs. 
 

• Support NOAA’s Integrated Water Predication program to ensure the 
continuation of flood and drought forecasts. 
 

• Support the use of natural landscape features which allow for the endurance of 
hydrologic changes, such as flooding and droughts.  
 

• Establish a Flood Control System Policy incorporating ecosystem services and an 
emphasis on functioning floodplains. 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The action items within this section highlight existing programs, and the need to incorporate resiliency into planning language, along with the need to use natural features in restoration efforts. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our aquaculture section highlights the increasing demand for protein and the need for advancements in aquaculture to help meet this demand. The section notes both marine and inland programs, and discusses regional examples in Maine. 
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Action Items: 
• Address the needs gap for the Aquaculture Research and Extension program to achieve 

recommendations provided within the National Strategic Plan for Federal Aquaculture 
Research. 
 

• Implement the principles outlined within the Commercial Aquaculture Health Program 
Standards to enhance detection and response to disease in the U.S. aquaculture industry 
and facilitate international and interstate movement of healthy aquatic animals. 
 

• Address unmet infrastructure and personnel needs within the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service’s National Fish Hatchery System and provide for comparable investment in state 
hatcheries. 
 

• Harmonize federal, state, and municipal regulation of commercial aquaculture, allowing 
for appropriate oversight of industry development while limiting economic burdens of 
compliance.   
 

• Develop and implement a simplified permitting processes that ensures environmentally 
sustainable aquaculture in marine and inland waters. 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our action items for this section were brought about through discussions with AFS members that work on aquaculture, as well as through discussion with the National Aquaculture Association. They include the need for infrastructure and personnel needs to regulations and compliance. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our medications for aquaculture programs began as a subset of the aquaculture section but was broken out to give it more emphasis. This section focuses on the AADAP program run through the Fish and Wildlife Service, and gives examples on the need for adequate medications for aquaculture. 
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Action Items: 
• Provide sufficient staff and resource support for the Aquatic Animal 

Drug Approval Partnership (AADAP) Program.  
 

• Identify means of fulfilling the rigors of the FDA drug approval 
process while reducing the time and resources needed to satisfy 
requirements related to aquatic animal drugs. 
 

• Support programs offering training in fish health to ensure 
workforce readiness in the veterinary and fisheries science 
communities and compliance with forthcoming regulations related 
to aquatic animal medicine.    

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Action items for this section focus on resource support for related programs. 



18 

American Fisheries Society 
425 Barlow Place, Suite 110  
Bethesda, MD 20814 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This section is fairly self explanatory, we highlight the need for continuing investments into conservation science programs and mention several programs and their successes e.g. the National Hydrography Dataset
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Action Items: 
• Enact legislation recommended by the Blue Ribbon Panel on Sustaining America’s Diverse 

Fish and Wildlife Resources to create an additional $1.3 billion in annual funding for the 
Wildlife Conservation Restoration Program from the revenue of energy and mineral 
development on federal lands and waters.  
 

• As suggested by the Joint Ocean Commission, create a National Ocean Trust Fund to 
provide additional sources of funding for ocean science and research projects.  
 

• Heighten critical research and development needs for the advancement of fisheries science 
through programs, such as the USFS Research and Development program, USFWS Science 
Support program, USFWS Service Science program, USFWS Adaptive Science program, USGS 
Ecosystem—Fisheries program, NOAA Fisheries Ecosystem Science programs and services, 
among others.  
 

• Reverse the trend in declining federal support to bring research initiatives to fulfilment and 
meet the needs of the cooperators within the Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Units. 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Within these actions items we specifically call out the need to enact legislation for the Blue Ribbon Panel, as well as mention a few other programs that need increased and dedicated funding sources.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This section focuses on ecosystem-based management and discusses federal steps towards advancing EBM within aquatic resource programs, you’ll be happy to know that within this section we highlight the importance of NFHP and how it involves a wide variety of stakeholders and partners. 
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Action Items: 
• Support the National Ocean Policy and its respective planning process. 

 
• Incorporate landscape/ecosystem considerations within management decisions. 

 
• Support NOAA’s Ecosystem-Based Solutions for Coastal Resilience program which provides 

actionable intelligence for state and local decision makers.  
 

• Support the continuation of the existing 23 projects funded through the USFS Collaborative Forest 
Landscape Restoration program, and provide sufficient support for the proposed 20 new projects.  
 

• Provide sufficient funding for the 20 new cross-boundary projects within the Landscape Scale 
Restoration program targeting priority areas within State Forest Action Plans. 
 

• Support and advance the NOAA Fisheries Ecosystem-Based Fishery Management Policy. 
• Continue to invest in the Landscape Conservation Cooperative program. 

 
• Create a dedicated system to enhance interagency communication around specific aquatic resources 

issues, to help break down agency silos surrounding resource management.  
 

• Fully fund the National Fish Habitat Partnership.  

  
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Actions for the EBM section focus on suggestions to implement EBM in various programs, as well as increase support for existing programs that implement EBM, such as NFHP. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Imperiled species focuses on endangered species; but we didn’t want to use that specific language as it is off putting to some decision makers and stakeholders. We note examples of federal and state cooperation to prevent listings, as well as how the ESA has benefited species management. 
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Action items: 
• Support the recent increased requests in funding for Cooperative 

Endangered Species Conservation Fund, providing resources to States 
and Territories to implement conservation projects for listed and 
candidate species. 
 

• Revise recovery criteria to ensure that the central points are quantitative 
and science-based.  
 

• Examine the use of an “at-risk” category within ESA listings to incentivize 
voluntary conservation actions that may circumvent the need for a 
species to be listed as threatened or endangered. 
 

• Identify and implement administrative and legislative strategies to fully 
fund SWAPs including the Blue Ribbon Panel on Sustaining America’s 
Diverse Fish and Wildlife Resources recommendations.  

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The action items for the imperiled species section highlight the Blue Ribbon Panel, a way to increase voluntary conservation actions, the need for criteria to be science based, along with the support of a few other programs. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here we focus on partnership approaches to habitat protection and restoration, through the National Fish Habitat Partnership and others. We include the return on investment that can be realized with continued work in this area. 
This is also the section that incorporated most the “water quality” points, including a portion on endocrine disruptors. 
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Action Items: 
 
• Pass legislation to formally put into law the National Fish Habitat 

Partnership and support dedicated and sustainable funding for this 
program. 
 

• Continue to make investments in and improvement to the Essential Fish 
Habitat provisions of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and 
Management Act. 
 

• Advance similar programs to the Sage Grouse Initiative, which prevent 
Endangered Species Act listings through sustainable habitat management 
and engagement with landowners.  
 

• Collaborate with state, regional and local entities performing on-the-
ground aquatic habitat restoration work. 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These action items include codifying NFHP, as well as making improvements on or investments in other habitat focused programs



26 

American Fisheries Society 
425 Barlow Place, Suite 110  
Bethesda, MD 20814 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our section on Hydroconnectivity addresses dams, as well as other fish passage impediments. Noting the amount of dams across the US…this topic is especially timely given the fairly recent article in the New York times about dam removal on the Penobscott 
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Action Items: 
 
• Make alternative sources of funding more readily available for stream 

passage restoration and dam removal projects (e.g., transportation 
funding, Farm Bill funding, etc.).  
 

• Increase coordination between federal and state agencies, along with 
non-governmental organizations to determine where the greatest 
migratory fish impediments are, and how those watershed can be 
restored. 
 

• Ensure that effective fish passage is installed in all dams, utilizing the most 
current and innovative technology.  
 

• Utilize USGS gage station data to partner with states to help them protect 
base flows for aquatic natural resource management purposes.    

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Action items focus in increased coordination and increased funding, or alternative funding, for stream restoration and dam removal projects. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Last, but not least, is our section on invasive species. This section discusses the economic impact of invasive species and specifically highlights the great lakes region, among others. 
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Action Items: 
 
• Rank aquatic invasive species control and prevention programs as a high 

priority and provide sufficient funds to implement state management 
plans. 
 

• Where appropriate, remove impediments and encourage alternative 
approaches to invasive species eradication, such as the creation of 
commercial or recreational fisheries to exploit non-native fish. 
 

• Sponsor technological advances to control ballast water introductions of 
non-native organisms.  
 

• Work with state and industry partners to provide additional support for 
the implementation of the Aquatic Nuisance Species Task Force Strategic 
Plan, including increased funding for the regional panels under the Task 
Force. 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Recommendations for this section include sufficiently funding control programs, increasing partnerships, and advancing technology in ballast water. 
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Presentation Notes
And that is all we have, thank you very much for this opportunity. 

A pdf of the report may be found on our website, and you can email me with your address for a hard copy. 

Now I will open it up for questions and discussion. 
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