
National Fish, Wildlife and Plants Climate 
Adaptation Strategy 

A framework for 
coordinated action by 
multiple partners to 
reduce risks and 
impacts of climate 
change on U.S. natural 
resources and the 
people that depend on 
them. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
First nation-wide adaptation strategy by federal, state, tribal partners
Unified approaches at multiple scales
Engage and empower multiple sectors
Inspire and enable decision makers
Effective action over the next 5 years to conserve fish, wildlife, plants in a changing climate.

Purpose: to inspire and enable natural resource administrators, elected officials, and other decision makers to take action to adapt to a changing climate

Audience: Primarily Federal, State, and Tribal natural resource decision-makers
Non-govt decision-makers 
Decision-makers in other sectors 




Strategy Development 

Response to: 

1. Impacts to resources we depend on 

2. Respond to calls for action 

3. Need for coordination 

Led by FWS, NOAA, & the States 

1. Intergovernmental Steering Committee 

2. Management Team 

3. Technical Teams 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
1 Impacts to resources

Changes in species ranges
Changes in migration
Changes in timing of life history events
Changes in species abundance (+/-)
Pace, scale and scope of change is
	expected to increase
We depend on these natural resources for vital services

2) CONGRESSIONAL DIRECTIVE:
FY2010 Appropriations Act Conference Report
Urges CEQ and DOI to:

 Develop a national, government-wide strategy to address climate impacts on fish, wildlife, plants and associated ecological processes.

ADMINISTRATION CALL FOR STRATEGY:
The Interagency Climate Change Adaptation Task Force called for development of the NFWPCAS in its 2010 report to the President. (REPORT COVER SHOWN)

MANY STAKEHOLDER CALLS FOR ACTION:
There have been many calls for action from wide range of stakeholders and organizations from coalitions of hunting and fishing organizations (SEASON’s END REPORT SHOWN) to state and tribal organizations to AFWA (GUIDELINES FOR STATE CLIMATE VULNERABILITY ASSESSMENT SHOWN)

3) We Need Coordinated Action
Changes happening over large scales
Impacts cross administrative boundaries
No entity can do it alone
Effective responses require 
   increased coordination

Developed  by 
Steering Committee
15 Federal, 5 State, 2 Tribal Agencies
Management Team
FWS, NOAA, AFWA, GLIFWIC, BIA
Technical Teams
90+ Researchers and Managers
8 Teams (by ecosystem type)
Federal, State, Tribal members
Continuous engagement




Linkages with Other Efforts 

The NFWPCAS builds on and complements existing 
efforts by federal, state, tribal and other entities 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Federal Government is working to support climate change adaptation activities across sectors levels through a variety of coordinated initiatives. Though each have a slightly different set of partners, goals, and timelines - all are being coordinated and are working together, complement and inform each other

Diagram:


As most of you know, there have been a number of efforts over the past few years to help the federal government plan for climate change.  
The most comprehensive being Executive Order 13514, which requires each Federal agency to develop an adaptation plan that will address climate impacts to mission/programs/operations.  These agency adaptation plans are being informed by cross-cutting, sector specific plans/strategies/policies, such as the FAP, NFWPCAS, and the NOP.  

National Action Plan for managing freshwater resources in a changing climate in order to assure adequate water supplies and protect water quality, human health, property, and aquatic ecosystems, released in October of 2011.� 
President Obama's National Ocean Policy includes a series of actions to address the Resiliency and Adaptation to Climate Change and Ocean Acidification

The NFWPCAS is unique in that it is the only one of these planning efforts (outside the NCA – which is not a planning effort) that is truly NATIONAL in scope, with input and engagement from non-federal partners.

Data and information reported by the National Climate Assessment provides the scientific basis for the development of actions in these plans, as well as various regional and state adaptation planning efforts.





Goals of the Strategy 

1. Conserve and connect habitat 

2. Manage species and habitats  

3. Enhance management capacity  

4. Support adaptive management 

5. Increase knowledge and information  

6. Increase awareness and motivate action 

7. Reduce non-climate stressors   
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7 Goals 
22 strategies 
100+ actions 
Progress Lists  
Case studies 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Should be animated to highlight each goal when you click the mouse



Opportunities for Multiple Sectors in Fish, 
Wildlife, and Plant Climate Adaptation  

 
• Agriculture, Energy, Water 

Resources and other sectors 
have key roles  

• Natural habitats can also 
reduce impacts of climate 
change on these sectors 

• Identifies key opportunities 
for win-win solutions in 
responding to climate change 
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FWAP Recommendations Helpful to 
Wildlife 

1. Establish planning process to adapt WRs to CC 

2. Improve WRs and CC information  

3. Strengthen assessment of WR vulnerability  

4. Expand water use efficientcy 

5. Support integrated WR management 

6. Support training and outreach  
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Should be animated to highlight each goal when you click the mouse



Strategy Implementation  

1. Five to ten-year time horizon 
2. Agencies and partners incorporate appropriate 

elements of Strategy in their plans and actions 
3. Intergovernmental Task Force to Promote 

Implementation 
 

Result:  Effective, well coordinated action by many 
partners at across scales that increases resiliency 
and adaptation 
 
 www.wildlifeadaptationstrategy.gov 
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