
Meeting Minutes 
Water Resources Adaptation to Climate Change Workgroup of the 

Advisory Committee on Water Information 
November 17, 2016:  1:00 – 2:30 eastern 

 
Call in Numbers: 

USGS staff at Headquarters - x4848  
Other USGS offices/DOI locations - 703-648-4848  
Non-USGS locations (toll free) - 1-855-547-8255  

Access code is: 53700# 
When it is time to attend the meeting, please visit this link:  

https://usgs.webex.com/usgs/j.php?MTID=m1897b598d6e45874701811a5e1a92430 
 
Attendees: 
 
Jeff Peterson, EPA Fed Co-chair Erica Brown, AMWA Heather Cooley, Pacific Inst. 
Paul Freedman, WEF, Non-Fed Co-chair Nancy Beller-Simms, NOAA Rachel Grandpre, USACE 
Eric Loucks, ASCE John McShane, ASFPM Mary Rose Bayer, EPA 
Mary Musick, GWPC Patrick McCarthy, TNC Mitch Heineman, ASCE 
Paul Tashjian, FWS Nancy Turyk, NALMS Marla Stelk, ASWM 
Stacey Archfield, USGS Karen Yacos, Ceres Carol Collier, AWRA 
Tamara McCandless, FWS Brandon Kernen, ASDWA Jeff Manning, ACWA 
Keely Brooks, WUCA David Berry, ACWI-SWRR Wendy Norton, ACWI 
 
Presenters/Guests: 
 
Charles Kovatch, Deputy Associate Director for Water, Council on Environmental Quality 
Chris Weaver, EPA Office of Research and Development 
 

Introductions and Agenda Review   
 

I) Approval of Notes from Previous Meeting (see draft notes at 
http://acwi.gov/climate_wkg/index.html) 
 

II) Presentation:  Overview of Recent Climate Change Reports:  Charles Kovatch; Deputy 
Associate Director for Water; White House Council on Environmental Quality  

• Opportunities to Enhance the Nation’s Resilience to Climate Change (Council 
on Climate Preparedness and Resilience); 
http://www.climateaccess.org/sites/default/files/finalresilienceopportunities
report.pdf 

o Released Oct 31, 2016:  Opportunities to Enhance the Nation’s 
Resilience to Climate Change – resilience dialogues website 
www.climateaccess.org. 

• The Resilient Lands and Waters Initiative; Joint Implementation Working 
Group for the National Fish, Wildlife and Plants Climate Adaptation Strategy; 
(report release expected 11.17.16) 

https://usgs.webex.com/usgs/j.php?MTID=m1897b598d6e45874701811a5e1a92430
http://acwi.gov/climate_wkg/index.html
http://www.climateaccess.org/sites/default/files/finalresilienceopportunitiesreport.pdf
http://www.climateaccess.org/sites/default/files/finalresilienceopportunitiesreport.pdf
http://www.climateaccess.org/


♦ President’s Interagency Council on Climate Preparedness and 
Resilience produced this report.   

♦ Roundtable meeting today to review/share what the various projects 
have accomplished. 

♦ Effort includes pilot areas across the country, including seven 
partnerships (2 in California, 1 Rocky Mountain, 1 Great Lakes, 1 
Hawaii, 1 Puget Sound, 1 Florida).  These pilots build upon existing 
efforts to look at ways that lands and waters can be made more 
resilient to climate change. 

♦ Key messages from this document:  (1) this job is too big for a single 
organization to tackle; we must have multi-stakeholder partnerships 
(2) resilience planning should include as many partners as feasible 
from the start; (3) need to ensure sufficient expertise and resources 
to allow communication and cooperation; (4) resource conservation 
that encompasses climate resilience is a long-term effort, and there 
needs to be good communication on progress during this process. 

• Question:  How will these reports be used?  To set the agenda for the future?  
To identify what steps to take next?  Answer:  Yes, those are the intention of 
these reports.  The opportunities doc is a compilation of some of the 
successes that have occurred during the Obama Administration.  A lot of the 
“what we can do next” piece is taking what has been done so far and building 
upon it. 

• Comment:  These reports will help to inform our thinking for conversations 
during our in-person meeting in a couple of months. 
 

III) Presentation: Resilience Dialogues Project:  Chris Weaver; EPA Office of Research and 
Development; see http://www.resiliencedialogues.org/ and 
https://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2016/10/31/resilience-dialogues-connecting-
communities-scientists-and-practitioners 
• We need to use the tools we have rather than continuously creating new ones.  This 

Dialogues project is very responsive to that kind of concern. 
• Question:  There are some stakeholders supporting this enterprise; what is your 

thinking in terms of financial support as you scale up beyond the beta stage?  Do you 
anticipate additional private or non-profit funding, or do you see Federal agencies 
contributing?  Answer:  Initially we had in-kind contributions from all sectors and 
financial contributions primarily through Kresge.  It’s hard to know what the 
prospects are for the future, but there has been a very strong response from 
State/local government and a strong bottom-up call for technical assistance and 
participation.  So it’s likely that State/local government will be a strong advocate for 
Federal attention to these resilience issues. 

• Comment:  It seems like Federal agencies could play an important role here.  You 
might consider taking steps to recruit Feds who are already involved in these issues. 

http://www.resiliencedialogues.org/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2016/10/31/resilience-dialogues-connecting-communities-scientists-and-practitioners
https://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2016/10/31/resilience-dialogues-connecting-communities-scientists-and-practitioners


• Question:  Your timeline shows two different dialogue sessions occurring (early 
January and February), and then a review of transcripts and a compilation in March 
and April.  What happens after that?  Answer:  The output from those sessions will 
go in a few different directions; we want the pilots to be useful to the communities 
they focused on, so we want to know what outcomes occurred at the community 
level as a result of participating in the dialogues.  We also want to review what we 
have learned from the pilots and how we need to tweak the platform and script for 
future dialogues, and explore how to engage more organizations and leverage more 
Federal participation. 

• Question:  Do you have a list of people who have expressed interest in participating 
in future dialogues?  Is there a backlog?  Answer:  We’re committed to choosing 10 
communities from the group that we already are working with.  But we’re also 
entertaining suggestions for subsequent efforts.  So we’re not quite sure what type 
of feedback and input we’ll receive from this initial phase, and that input will 
influence our next steps. 

 
IV) Workgroup Business 

 
• Discussion:  proposed agenda for in-person meeting of Workgroup December 7-8 in 

Washington, D.C.  (see draft agenda attached)  
♦ NOTICE:  The in-person meeting had a technical/logistical problem due to a 

miscommunication with the hotel; thus, we are rescheduling for January 10-11.  
Since this is the week before the Presidential Inauguration, holding the 
rescheduled meeting in Washington is not possible because all hotel space is 
already reserved for Inaugural activities.  Instead we will hold the meeting at the 
Crowne Plaza Dulles in Herndon, Virginia.  

♦ The Crowne Plaza is located about 15 minutes from Dulles International Airport 
and offers free shuttle service to and from the airport.  We have held many 
ACWI meetings at this hotel in the past and have always been very pleased with 
the quality of their meeting space, their guest rooms, and their general service 
and hospitality.   

♦ ACTION:  Wendy Norton will send everyone the link for making room 
reservations as soon as the hotel provides that link (should be this week or 
early Thanksgiving week). 

♦ The week of Thanksgiving, Wendy’s travel/logistics coordinator, Sharon Alcalde, 
will begin to contact those people who need travel assistance.   

♦ ACTION:  If you plan to attend and need us to subsidize your travel, please let 
Wendy know ASAP (wenorton@usgs.gov).  If we are subsidizing your travel, 
please wait until you hear from Sharon before making your airline reservations; 
if you make your airline reservations on your own, we will not be able to 
reimburse you. 

♦ ACWA – can’t attend.  ASWM – OK with new date.  GWPC – probably OK with 
new date. 

♦ Change in meeting date will enable us to start discussions during a December 8 
teleconference, so we will already have some momentum by the time we see 
each other in person. 

http://www.cpdulles.com/
mailto:wenorton@usgs.gov


• Discussion:  draft Workgroup annual report to ACWI and draft 2017 Workplan (see 
draft report and workplan attached)  

 
ACTION:  Review agenda and send your ideas for restructuring, etc. to Jeff 
Peterson, Paul Freedman, and Wendy Norton by November 25. 
 

• Status of Federal interagency refresh of National Action Plan: Priorities for Managing 
Freshwater Resources in a Changing Climate; final Workgroup letter;   
http://acwi.gov/climate_wkg/iwrcc/refresh_comment_memo_v3_07142016final.pdf 

 
ACTION:  Please review draft report on the Workgroup’s 2016 activities and the 
draft workplan for 2017 and be prepared to discuss at our December 8 
teleconference. 
 

V) Round Robin Reports from Workgroup Members (a brief highlight of your    
organization’s activities related to climate change and water) 

 
• Paper addressing climate change impacts on drinking water treatment; 

http://jwcc.iwaponline.com/content/7/3/485#sec-15 
• Nominations OPEN for a range of awards related to climate change and fish, wildlife 

and plants; https://www.wildlifeadaptationstrategy.gov/award.php 
• National Academy Workshop Report:  Characterizing Risk in Climate Change 

Assessments: https://www.nap.edu/catalog/23569/characterizing-risk-in-climate-
change-assessments-proceedings-of-a-workshop 

• Local Climate Solutions Report; Antioch University;  
http://www.antiochne.edu/local-solutions-report-2016/ 

• National Conservation Training Center Climate Change training; series of 6 webinars 
starting January 2017; http://files.constantcontact.com/eaa712cb001/7bbe2022-
9834-4d96-981a-096496075ead.pdf 

• Department of the Interior Southeast Climate Science Center Synthesis Report 
2011–15—projects, products, and science priorities; 
https://pubs.er.usgs.gov/publication/ofr20161133 

• Other brief highlights? 
 
VIII)   Adjourn 
 
NEXT TELECONFERENCE:  Thursday, December 8 at 1:00 p.m. Eastern 
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