Meeting Minutes

Water Resources Adaptation to Climate Change Workgroup of the

Advisory Committee on Water Information
December 8, 2016: 1:00 — 2:30 eastern

Call in Numbers:
USGS staff at Headquarters - x4848
Other USGS offices/DOI locations - 703-648-4848
Non-USGS locations (toll free) - 1-855-547-8255
Access code is: 53700#
When it is time to attend the meeting, please visit this link:
https://usgs.webex.com/usgs/j.ohp?MTID=md7710317c2f5beafab8077632127ae50

Attendees:

Jeff Peterson, Fed Co-chair, USEPA Jason Morrison, Pacific Inst.  Erica Brown, AMWA
Paul Freedman, non-Fed Co-chair, WEF Deirdre Mason, ASDWA Laurna Kaatz, WUCA
Lisa Engleman, AWRA Ken Nowak, BOR Paul Gruber, NGWA
Mike Block, NGWA Nancy Turyk, NALMS Marla Stelk, ASWM
Marty Link, GWPC Michelle Bushman, WSWC Mitch Heinemann, ASCE
Robin O’Malley, USGS John McShane, ASFPM Ron McCormick, BLM
Jeff Manning, ACWA Harry Zhang, AWRA Adam Carpenter, AWWA
Anisha Anantapadmanabhan, Ceres Melissa Samet, NWF Wendy Norton, ACWI
Rachel Grandpre, USACE John Wells, ACWI-SWRR

Brenna Mannion, NACWA Rob Moore, NRDC

Presenters/Guests:

Taylor Pool, American Fisheries Society (tpoole @fisheries.org)
Karen Metchis, USEPA

1) Introductions and Agenda Review

) Approval of Notes from Previous Meeting (see draft notes at
http://acwi.gov/climate wkg/index.html)

lll) Presentation: Report Providing Recommendations to the Next Administration from
American Fisheries Society: Taylor Pool; American Fisheries Society; see report at:
http://fisheries.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Web-Policy-Brochure2.pdf

Presentation slides are available here: https://acwi.gov/climate wkg/minutes/
Comment: In terms of programs named in the document, the Climate Science
Centers are not called out and probably should be mentioned because of the volume
of work they have done in this area. Answer: This is not intended to be an all-
encompassing document, but we’ll be sure to mention the Climate Science Centers
when we present this in the future.

Question: Did you send this document to the transition team for the incoming
administration? Answer: Not yet; we're working on finding a direct contact instead
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mailto:tpoole@fisheries.org
http://acwi.gov/climate_wkg/index.html
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https://acwi.gov/climate_wkg/minutes/

of sending it to the general GSA address. We have sent it to career staff at all the
main agencies, and also to Capitol Hill, targeted at committees that have jurisdiction
over these issues.

Comment: Our report will not be as comprehensive as yours, but we’re working on
something like this too. We’ll focus on listing some priorities.

Comment: The discussion of hydro connectivity is nicely presented here. Even
though this isn’t directly labeled as a climate adaptation function, it definitely fits in
that area.

Question: Does this workgroup see any opportunities for American Fisheries Society
to talk to other agencies about water connectivity and water levels? Answer: A
presentation/conversation at the Feb 22-23 ACWI meeting may be desirable; Wendy
Norton will be in touch with Taylor Pool about this. Several workgroup members
offered additional suggestions.

IV) Presentation: Final Report: Looking Forward: Managing Freshwater Resources in a
Changing Climate; Karen Metchis; US EPA

V)

Vi)

Presentation slides are available here: https://acwi.gov/climate wkg/minutes/
New version added more about Tribes.

When you receive this report, please post it on your website or help to distribute it
through your own mailing lists, so it can get wide exposure.

This report lays out a strong foundation of ideas and next steps related to climate
and water that can be useful to our workgroup in preparing for our meeting in
January, when we will be drafting some recommendations of our own.

Discussion: Agenda for in-person meeting of Workgroup January 10-11, 2017; Crown
Plaza Dulles (see revised draft agenda attached)

Workgroup to review agenda policy topics and proposed panels (Workgroup
Co-chairs)
0 Draft agenda for face-to-face meeting will be sent out today, appended to
the draft minutes from today’s teleconference.
Workgroup to resolve any questions concerning travel and logistics (ACWI Executive
Secretary)
0 Travel information is being sent out today and tomorrow to all attendees. If
you have questions after reviewing the material, please contact Wendy
Norton (wenorton@usgs.gov).

Discussion: Draft Workgroup Annual Report to ACWI and Draft 2017 Workplan (see
draft report and workplan)

Workgroup to review draft Annual Report to ACWI
Workgroup to review draft 2017 Workplan
0 Need to focus on designating new co-chairs because Jeff and Paul have
carried the ball for several years. We will need a Federal co-chair and a
non-Federal co-chair.


https://acwi.gov/climate_wkg/minutes/
mailto:wenorton@usgs.gov

Based on comments from Workgroup, both documents will be revised for final adoption
at the in-person meeting in January. ACTION: Please review these two documents and
send comments to Jeff Peterson and Paul Freedman.

VII) Round Robin Reports from Workgroup Members (a brief highlight of your
organization’s activities related to climate change and water)

e New report: Charting a Path to Carbon Neutral Agriculture; Mitigation Potential for
Crop Based Strategies; ICF International; Monsanto;
http://www.monsanto.com/improvingagriculture/documents/climate%20change/icf
reportchartingapath-%20june102016.pdf

e Global Water Report 2016; Thirsty business: Why water is vital to climate action;
https://www.cdp.net/en/research/global-reports/global-water-report-2016

e New York Times article; Perils of Climate Change Could Swamp Coastal Real Estate;
Homeowners are slowly growing wary of buying property in the areas most at risk,
setting up a potential economic time bomb in an industry that Sea Level rise
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/11/24/science/global-warming-coastal-real-
estate.html? r=0

e Practitioner Insights: Adapting to Climate Adaptation: Implications and
Opportunities for the Private Sector;
http://news.bna.com/clin/CLLNWB/split _display.adp?fedfid=100870249&vname=cc
rnotallissues&jd=a0k4w3b9v4&split=0

e EPA Drinking Water Action Plan; https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-outlines-
actions-improve-safety-reliability-nations-drinking-water

e US Senate passes bill to strengthen NOAA extreme weather forecasting;
http://www.eenews.net/eedaily/2016/12/02/stories/1060046534

e New report; Climate Adaptation,; The state of practice in U.S. communities;
http://kresge.org/climate-adaptation

e New report: THE RESILIENT LANDS AND WATERS INITIATIVE; A report to the Council
on Climate Preparedness and Resilience and the Joint Implementation Working
Group of the National Fish, Wildlife, and Plants Climate Adaptation Strategy;
http://www.noaa.gov/sites/default/files/atoms/files/DOCUMENT%20 Resilient%20
Lands%20and%20Waters%20Final%20Report-111516%20%281%29.pdf

e Georgetown Climate Center report captures lessons from the Rebuild by Design
Resilience Projects following Hurricane Sandy
http://www.georgetownclimate.org/files/report/GCC_RBD Report FINAL-
reduced.pdf

e USGCRP report; Evaluation of the Third National Climate Assessment (NCA3)
Production and Dissemination Processes and Products; FINAL EVALUATION REPORT

e Other brief highlights?

VIl) Adjourn

NEXT MEETING: January 10-11, 2017, face-to-face meeting at the
Crowne Plaza Dulles in Herndon, Virginia
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WIOP Water Information Coordination Program

Advisory Committee on Water Information™

DRAFT AGEN DA; version: 12/5/16
(edited after discussion in November Workgroup meeting)
Meeting of the Climate Change and Water Resources Workgroup
of the
Advisory Committee on Water Information (ACWI)
January 10-11, 2017

Crowne Plaza Dulles in Herndon, Virginia. (Washington DC area)

NOTE: Indication of participation by organizations/agencies in meeting panels is a preliminary
suggestion and will be adjusted based on ongoing discussions of draft Agenda.

OBJECTIVES OF MEETING

e Consider key policy challenges related to climate change and water resources including:

Promoting Climate Resilience of New Federal Water Infrastructure Investments
Defining Incentives and Support for Corporate Water Resilience

Strengthening Local Flood Reduction Planning, Practices and Measures
Promoting State Water Resources Planning for Climate Resilience

Improving Planning and Financing of Natural Infrastructure for Climate Resilience

uhwhRE

e Develop recommendations for the new Administration concerning key actions that
Federal agencies should take to address these and other challenges for improving water
resources management in a changing climate.

e Review existing Federal agency plans and priorities for climate change adaptation for
water resources, including the White House “Climate Opportunities” report and the
interagency report on climate and water resources (i.e.; “Looking Forward” report).

e Agree on process for providing recommendations to full Advisory committee on Water
Information and conduct other Workgroup business.

e Inform Workgroup members about Workgroup mission and climate change interests
and activities of member organizations and nonmembers.


http://www.cpdulles.com/

TUESDAY JANUARY 10

8:30 REGISTRATION OPENS

9:00 WELCOME and OPENING REMARKS
Co-chairs Paul Freedman; Water Environment Federation and Jeff Peterson; US
EPA

9:10 WORKGROUP INTRODUCTIONS

Each Workgroup member will be asked to give a short introduction that includes:

¢ Name and organization you represent

e One of your organization’s most significant climate change adaptation
activities or accomplishments

10:00 PRESENTATION AND DISCUSSION: Looking Forward: Priorities for Managing
Freshwater Resources in a Changing Climate

White House Council on Environmental Quality; Charles Kovatch
10:30 BREAK

10:45 POLICY CHALLENGE 1: DEFINE PRIORITIES AND CRITERIA FOR CLIMATE
RESILIENT FEDERAL WATER INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENTS

ABSTRACT: A new Administration may consider a major investment in
infrastructure, including upgrading of water infrastructure. What policies,
priorities, and criteria might the Federal government adopt to make these new
investments as climate resilient as possible? What other kinds of support should
the Federal government undertake to encourage this?

PANEL:
e Water Utility Climate Alliance; Speaker TBD
e National Association of Clean Water Agencies (NACWA); Speaker TBD
e Association of Metropolitan Water Agencies; Erica Brown

Moderator: US Water Alliance; Radhika Fox or alternate

12:00 NETWORKING LUNCH (Box Lunches for a nominal fee or Bring Your Own)



1:00

2:30

2:45

4:00

4:15

POLICY CHALLENGE 2: IDENTIFY FEDERAL INCENTIVES AND OTHER SUPPORT
TO STRENGTHEN WATER ELEMENTS OF CORPORATE SUSTAINABILITY AND
CLIMATE RESILIENCE PLANS

ABSTRACT: Corporate sustainability programs have the potential to improve
water use by the private sector and promote more climate resilient investments
related to water. What programs, incentives, or support can the Federal
government undertake to strengthen corporate water sustainability and
encourage corporate adoption of water sustainability programs and practices?

PANEL:

e World Resources Institute; Besty Otto/ Paul Reig

e Pacific Institute/UN CEO Water Mandate; Jason Morrison
e Coca-Cola; Invited Speaker TBD

Moderator; TBD
BREAK

POLICY CHALLENGE 3: PROVIDE SUPPORT AND CREATE INCENTIVES FOR LOCAL
FLOOD REDUCTION

ABSTRACT: Flooding is the cause of significant loss of life and property across the
country and climate change is likely to increase flooding in river systems and
coastal areas. What should Federal agencies do to support or promote
development of local and State plans, practices, or measures that will reduce the
harm caused by increased flooding?

PANEL:

e Association of State Floodplain Managers; John McShane
e American Water Resources Association: Carol Collier

e Federal Emergency Management Agency; Speaker TBD

Moderator; American Society of Civil Engineers; Eric Loucks or Mitch Heineman

BREAK

POLICY CHALLENGE 4: PROMOTING STATE WATER RESOURCE PLANNING FOR
CLIMATE CHANGE RESILIENCE

ABSTRACT: State agencies play a central role in water resources management
and some states have developed water resources management plans with strong
climate adaptation elements while others have not. What incentives or practices
should the Federal government adopt to promote wider development of climate
resilient water management plans by States?



PANEL:

e Association of State Drinking Water Administrators; Deidre Mason
e Groundwater Protection Council; Marty Link

e Western States Water Council; Jeanine Jones

Moderator; Association of Clean Water Administrators: Jeff Manning

5:30 END OF DAY ONE; No host bar; dinner on your own

WEDNESDAY JANUARY 11

8:30 COFFEE AND NETWORKING

9:00 DAY ONE SUMMARY AND DAY 2 REMARKS: Paul Freedman; Co-chair; ACWI
Climate Change Workgroup

9:15 POLICY CHALLENGE 5: PLANNING AND FINANCING INVESTMENTS IN NATURAL

10:30

INFRASTRUCTURE FOR CLIMATE RESILIENCE

ABSTRACT: Building the Examples of natural infrastructure include:

adaptive capacity of water > dune systems providing storm surge
resources to a changing climate buffers:

will require investing in the > wetlands to build flood and drought
natural infrastructure needed to resilience:

strengthen watershed resilience >
to flooding and drought and
help fish, animals, and plants
adapt to changing climatic >
conditions. What should the
Federal government do to
promote planning and financing
for these natural infrastructure

corridors that allow fish, animals, and
plants to migrate as the climate
changes; and

conventional infrastructure that allows
for continuity of corridors across
obstacles such as highways (e.g.; a
tunnel under a highway or fish
passage/obstacle removal).

investments?

PANEL:

e The Nature Conservancy; Speaker TBD

e Association of State Wetland Managers; Marla Stelk
e US Army Corps of Engineers; Speaker TBD

Moderator; National Wildlife Federation; Melissa Samet

BREAK



10:45

12:00

1:00

2:30

POLICY CHALLENGE REPORTS AND WORKGROUP DISCUSSION: (NOTE: May be
break-out sessions with optional participation or sequential discussion by full
Workgroup at preference of participants)

1. Promoting Climate Resilience of New Federal Water Infrastructure
Investments

Defining Incentives and Support for Corporate Water Resilience
Strengthening Local Flood Reduction Planning, Practices and Measures
Promoting State Water Resources Planning for Climate Resilience
Improving Planning and Financing of Natural Infrastructure for Climate
Resilience

vk wnN

ABSTRACT: Each moderator provides a ten minute summary of the policy
challenge discussion and identifies key ideas or recommendations to be
developed in the coming weeks; workgroup discussion.

WORKING LUNCH (Box Lunches for a nominal fee or Bring Your Own)

ACWI CLIMATE WORKGROUP MANAGEMENT (and summary reports of
breakouts if applicable

ABSTRACT: ACWI Climate Workgroup Co-chairs Paul Freedman and Jeff Peterson
lead a discussion of Workgroup goals, activities, and operations for 2017.

e Discussion of Process for Reporting Meeting Results to Full ACWI

e Discussion and Approval: 2016 Workgroup Annual Report to full ACWI
e Discussion and Approval: 2017 Workplan to Full ACWI

e Election of Federal and Non-Federal Co-chairs for the Workgroup

e Other Business Items

ADJOURN



Directions and transportation to the Crowne Plaza Dulles from local airports
From Dulles International Airport

e Follow Saarinen Circle to Dulles Access Road (VA-267 East).

e Exit onto VA-228 North, Centreville Road.

e The Crowne Plaza will be on your left (you will need to U-turn at the traffic light in front
of the hotel, then turn right into the hotel parking lot).

From Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport

e Get on George Washington Memorial Parkway from Aviation Circle.

e Continue on George Washington Memorial Parkway.

e Take VA-267 West to Centreville Road (VA-228 North).

e The Crowne Plaza will be on your left (you will need to U-turn at the traffic light in front
of the hotel, then turn right into the hotel parking lot).

Shuttle Service

If you are staying at the Crowne Plaza in Herndon, VA, the hotel provides free shuttle service
to and from Dulles International Airport. If you are flying in to Reagan National Airport, you
will need to take a taxi to the hotel (taxi fare is $70-$80 one way), since there is no longer a
shuttle service from Reagan National to Dulles.

Information about hotel accommodations:

The Crowne Plaza Hotel in Herndon, Virginia, has a block of rooms reserved for meeting
attendees and is within easy walking distance of restaurants, shops, and a multiplex movie
theatre.

Here is the link for reserving your hotel room:

USGS Federal Advisory Committee
(https://www.ihg.com/crowneplaza/hotels/us/en/herndon/washv/hoteldetail?qAdIt=1&qBrs=6c.hi.ex.r
s.ic.cp.in.sb.cw.cv.ul.vn.ki&qChld=0&gFRA=1&qGRM=0&qGrpCd=UFA&qlta=99801505&qPSt=0&qRRSrt
=rt&qRef=df&gRms=1&gRpn=1&gRpp=20&qSHp=1&qSmP=3&qSrt=sBR&qWch=0&srb_u=1&icdv=9980
1505)

If you choose to call the hotel to make your reservation, be sure to tell them that you need a
room in the block reserved for the USGS Federal Advisory Committee meeting January 10-11
(the meeting is Jan 10-11, and the room block is for the nights of Jan 9 and 10).

HOTEL INFORMATION:

Address: 2200 Centreville Road, Herndon, VA 20170
Phone: 703-471-6700


https://www.crowneplaza.com/redirect?path=hd&brandCode=cp&localeCode=en&regionCode=1&hotelCode=WASHV&_PMID=99801505&GPC=UFA&viewfullsite=true

Hotel Concessions

e Complimentary Breakfast Buffet in Houlihan's Restaurant

e Complimentary Wireless Internet in Guest Rooms

e Complimentary Shuttle Service to/from Dulles International Airport (IAD)
e Complimentary Refrigerator and Microwave in Guest Rooms

e Complimentary Parking

Hotel Amenities

e Houlihan’s Restaurant & Bar on-site (Happy Hour Mon — Fri 4:00pm-8:00pm)
e 24-hour Fitness Center

e 24-hour Business Center

e Indoor Pool with Whirlpool

e Enterprise Car Rental on-site

e ATM on-site

Restaurants at Worldgate Center (across the street from Crowne Plaza)

e Bar Louie

e TGl Fridays

e TurCuisine Turkish and Mediterranean grill and lounge
e Subway

e Inchin’s Bamboo Garden

e Panera

e Starbucks
e Tara Thai



