SOH Member Business Reports (January 2015)

FERC

FERC’s report for January 2015 SOH meeting:

In October 2014, FERC participated in a Dam Safety Workshop and General Meeting of the
Centre for Energy Advancement through Technical Innovation in Niagara Falls, Ontario. FERC
provided an update to an international audience of dam safety representatives, FERC licensees
and other organizations/agencies about on-going dam safety initiatives as well as learn about
immerging dam safety issues from FERC’s international counterparts.

In January 2015, FERC provides Flow 3D training class to staff for two and half days in
Headquarters for their computational fluid dynamics (CFD) software application skills.

The USGS is conducting a study on national hydrography requirements and benefits to try and
improve the National Hydrographic Dataset. One part of this study is to find out how federal
agencies use the hydrographic data that's available and what sort of new data could be most
useful. FERC will provide a handful of volunteers to take a questionnaire regarding FERC’s use of
hydrographic data.

NWS

Lead stories from recent NWS CONFLUENCE newsletters which may be of interest to SOH members and

guests.

In November, NWS added three experimental grid products for the conterminous United States
in the National Digital Forecast Database (NDFD), namely Forecast of Reference Crop
Evapotranspiration (FRET). FRET is the expected depth of water (in hundredths of inches) that
would evaporate and transpire from a reference crop under the forecast weather conditions on
a daily and weekly basis over the next 7 days. To access, click on the hyperlink, click on the then
down arrow next to the Maximum temperature, and scroll to the bottom of the product lists for
Agriculture (Experimental). Please check this experimental product and provide us feedback.
Last summer, NWS began integrating the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
National Flood Hazard Layer (NFHL) into NWS Hydrologic services. Currently, there are over
5,000 river locations on the NWS webpages with this capability. This capability helps NWS and
our users to improve the identification of flood impacts, refine warnings with these associated
impacts, and better understand the impacts to the structures and transportation network.
Please check this new feature which is displayable on the map below the NWS forecast
hydrographs.

Looking into the future calendar, NOAA would like to extend an invitation to ACWI and its member
organizations for the 2015 NOAA Satellite Conference , which will take place April 27th to May 1% in
Greenbelt, Maryland. The conference is aimed to bring together users and providers of polar-orbiting
and geostationary satellite data, products, and applications, from the public, private, and academic
sectors. The spotlight theme is "Preparing for the Future of Environmental Satellites."




