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MEETING OF 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON WATER INFORMATION’S (ACWI) 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON HYDROLOGY (SOH) 
 

12:00 p.m. – 3:00 pm, Eastern Time 
Monday July 9, 2012 

 
Location:   Environmental Protection Agency  

EPA East (the old ICC Building), Room 4349 
1201 Constitution Avenue N.W., Washington, DC 20426  
(See directions to EPA and the visitor policy on page 2 of agenda) 

 
 

AGENDA  

1. Welcome and Introductions       Richard Raione  

2. Review and Approval of Agenda      Richard Raione 

3. Approval of Minutes from April 19, 2012 Meeting    Richard Raione 

4. Status of Action Items from April  19, 2012 Meeting    Richard Raione 

5. Feature Presentation #1:             
Enhancing Water and Watershed Stewardship Michael Eberle 

6. Review of Work Group Reports and Q&A 
a) Hydrologic Modeling Work Group     Chandra Pathak 
b) Hydrologic Frequency Analysis Work Group    Will Thomas 
c) Hydrologic and Hydraulic GIS Applications Work Group  William Merkel 
d) Extreme Storms Work Group      Tom Nicholson 
e) Satellite Telemetry Interagency Work Group    Report 

7. ACWI-SOH Assessment:                      
Assessing Agency Needs and ACWI SOH Priorities Richard Raione and  

 Re-examine purpose of the Assessment     SOH Members 
 Review Survey Feedback from FEMA and USGS 
 General Comments from other SOH Members  

8. Standard Procedures for Invited Guests       Claudia Hoeft 

9. Current Events within Hydrologic Communities     All 

10. Announcements and Q&A on Business Reports from Member Organizations  All 
a) Business Reports 
b) “The SOH CONNECTIONS” Newsletter Editor’s Report 
c) Announcement for Workshop for Developing a Program in  
       Probabilistic Flood Hazard Assessment (Prospectus)   Tom Nicholson 
d) Other? 

11. Review Action Items       Richard Raione 

12. Plans for Next Meeting       Richard Raione 
a) Monday, October 15, 2012 from noon to 3:00 pm EST 
b) Suggestion:  USDA  
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ATTENDEES 
Subcommittee on Hydrology and Workgroup Members 

 
Representative Organization/Agency Participation

Richard Raione U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (USNRC)  
Victor Hom NOAA / National Weather Service  
Chandra Pathak U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)   
Siamak Esfandiary U.S. DHS, Federal Emergency Management Agency  
David Wells US Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA)  
Michael Eberle U.S. Forest Service   
Robert Mason U.S. Geological Survey (USGS)  

Claudia Hoeft 
U.S. Dept. of Agriculture, Natural Resources                          
Conservation Service (NRCS) 

 

Thomas Nicholson U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (USNRC)   
Samuel Lin Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC)  
Ted Engman National Air and Space Administration (NASA)  
Gary Moll Global Ecosystem Center (GEC)  for Don Woodward  
Lee Koss U.S. Bureau of Land Management (USBLM)  
Martin Becker Becker  

William Merkel 
U.S. Dept. of Agriculture, Natural Resources                          
Conservation Service (NRCS) 

 

Joseph Krolak U.S. Dept. of Transportation, Federal Highway Admin. (phone) 
Benjamin Pratt National Hydrologic Warning Council (NHWC) (phone) 
Will Thomas Association of State Flood Plain Managers (ASFPM) (phone) 
Wade Crow U.S. Dept. of Agriculture, Agricultural Research Service  (phone) 
Tim Cohn U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) (phone) 

 
Other ACWI Members and Guests 

 
 

 
SUMMARY 
 

1. Welcome and Introductions       Richard Raione  
 Extended welcome to Benjamin Pratt, who will be the ACWI SOH Primary contact for the 

NHWC. 
 Martin Becker has switched sponsorship from Defenders of Property Rights and introduced 

Mr. Tom Robertson as the ACWI SOH Secondary contact for Becker Associates. 
 Special introductions to other ACWI Subcommittee Members. 

 

2. Review and Approval of Agenda      Richard Raione 

Representative Organization/Agency Participation

Karen Metchis US Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA)  
Wendy Norton U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) (phone) 
Peter Evans Interstate Council on Water Policy (ICWP) (phone) 
John Onderdunk Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) (phone) 
Jim Schroeder  U.S. Bureau of Land Management (USBLM) (phone) 
Regina Lyons US Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) (phone) 
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 Approved.with noted changes. 

  

3. Approval of Minutes from April 19, 2012 Meeting    Richard Raione 

 Approved. 

4. Status of Action Items from April  19, 2012 Meeting    Richard Raione 

 Reviewed and reminders of continued reports, newsletters, and business reports due at least 
two weeks prior to meetings so that they could be properly distributed.  

5. Feature Presentation #1:             Enhancing Water and Watershed Stewardship
 Michael Eberle 

 Pristine forested watersheds providing water to  over 180 million Americans. 
 USFS Water Stewardship Efforts and the 1987 Organic Act 
 Forests to Faucets Outreach Campaign 
 Vulnerability Assessments of 12 indicators posing risk to surface water.  

6. Review of Work Group Reports and Q&A 
a. Hydrologic Modeling Work Group    Chandra Pathak 
b. Hydrologic Frequency Analysis Work Group   Will Thomas 
c. Hydrologic and Hydraulic GIS Applications Work Group William Merkel 
d. Extreme Storms Work Group     Tom Nicholson 
e. Satellite Telemetry Interagency Work Group   Report 

 
See posted reports. 

7. ACWI-SOH Assessment:                      Assessing Agency Needs and ACWI SOH Priorities
 Richard Raione and  

a. Re-examine purpose of the Assessment     SOH Members 
b. Review Survey Feedback from FEMA and USGS 
c. General Comments from other SOH Members  

 
Tabled to the next meeting due to time constraint and priorities in regards to activities 6b, 6c, 
and 6d. 

 

8. Standard Procedures for Invited Guests       Claudia Hoeft 
Discussed with noted actions for members to provide comments to Claudia and for Claudia to work 
with Victor to make final for posting onto ACWI SOH website.  

9. Current Events within Hydrologic Communities     All.  

10. Announcements and Q&A on Business Reports from Member Organizations  All 
a. Business Report … See NWS Newsletter 
b.  “The SOH CONNECTIONS” Newsletter Editor’s Report 
c. Announcement for Workshop for Developing a Program in Probabilistic Flood Hazard 

Assessment (Prospectus)   Tom Nicholson 

11. Review Action Items       Richard Raione 
Victor to distribute as part of meeting summary.  

12. Plans for Next Meeting       Richard Raione 
a. Monday, October 15, 2012 from noon to 3:00 pm EST 
b. Suggestion:  USDA  
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Claudia will help arrange and recognition to William Merkel service to ACWI SOH who is planning 
to retire after next meeting..  

 
 
ACTION ITEMS 
 

 
Actions Status Due Date 

Work Group chairs:  Provide Workgroup reports to Richard 
and Victor for posting onto ACWI SOH Website. 

Completed 
August 15th 

Michael Eberle:  Provide meeting presentation to Richard and 
Victor for posting onto ACWI SOH Website. 

Completed 
August 15th 

Robert Mason:  Provide weblink to USBR site with references 
to B17B. 

Completed.  See 
Will Thomas 
slides from April 
19th ACWI SOH 
Meeting. 

August 15th 

Victor Hom:  Work with NWS to discuss repository and 
archiving of storm analyses.  

Completed – 
Data Analyses 
for Storm 
Reports are being 
prepped to be 
archived at the 
National 
Archives Center 

August 15th 

Victor Hom:  Provide Tom Nicholson and ESWG link to NWS 
Service Assessments and cite the assessment which mentions 
Extreme Storms.  

Completed.  
Email sent. 

August 15th 

Tom Nicholson and Victor Hom:  Make plans to present an 
overview of ACWI SOH and ESWG activities to ICODS.  

Victor invited 
James Demby, 
FEMA NDSP 
and ICODs led to 
October 15th 
ACWI SOH 
Meeting, October 
11th ICODs 
meeting had pre-
planned high 
level activities. 

August 15th 

William Merkel:  Provide link  to Spatial Workgroup 
presentation. 

Completed – 
Received and 
Posted. 

August 15th 

All members:  Provide comments to William Merkel on Draft 
Report for Hydrologic and Hydraulics GIS Applications 
Workgroup. 

Ongoing 
August 15th 

All members:  Provide NRC name and agency POC who 
would like to sponsor NRC workshop for January 2013. 

Ongoing 
September 
5th 

All members:  Provide comments to Claudia on Guest 
Procedures 

Ongoing, 
procedures may 
differ at hosting 

September 28
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agency, as such 
coordination with 
ACWI 
Chair/Vice-Chair 
are still required 

All members:  Provide suggestions to Claudia on Conference 
themes for the SEDHYM 2014 Conference 

- 
September 28

All members:  Submit newsletter articles to ACWI SOH 
editors: Joe Giacinto and Peter Chaput. 

Ongoing 
As received 

Richard Raione: Arrange for guest speaker Completed.  Two 
speakers for 
October 2012 

August 13 

Claudia Hoeft: Work with Victor to finalize guest procedures 
and post onto website 

Ongoing 
September 14

All members:  Submit current events and business reports on 
FY12Q4 activities to Richard and Victor in preparation for 
October meeting. 

Ongoing, NHWC 
provided info. 

September 28

Work Group chairs:  Send Work Group status reports to 
Richard and Victor in preparation for October  meeting. 

- 
September 28

 


