102nd Meeting of the Satellite Telemetry Interagency Working Group (STIWG)

Seattle, Washington
Thursday, August 5, 2004

Minutes
Call to Order and Welcome

The STIWG meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Ernest Dreyer of the U.S.G.S., who is the Chairperson for 2004.  He reviewed today’s agenda with one addition being a discussion of the NGOP by Kay Metcalf.  It was announced that the morning would by given to technical presentations and would also be open to non-STIWG members.  The normal STIWG meeting was to begin after lunch.  Ernest next reviewed the minutes from the last STIWG meeting.  A brief treasurer’s report was presented that indicated that $53,000 has been allocated for next year’s (2005) DOMSAT budget which leaves a balance of about $3,000.  There will be more money needed for next year.  He said that the USGS and the Forrest Service have each promised $10,000 thus far.  He mentioned that the transfer of funds to the STIWG Treasurer has been more difficult this year.  The STIWG is working on an agreement document.   Mention was also made of the economy act that requires use of funds in the year allocated.  Kolleen Kelly will begin development of a working agreement document.  There will be a need of about $53k ($52,944) for DOMSAT funding for the next few years.  Ernie is asking for up to $9,000 each for STIWG member agencies. 
Terms of Reference

A discussion followed regarding voting options pertaining to the Terms of Reference Document.  It was decided to make an addition to the Terms of Reference “The STIWG is committed to holding regional meetings and requires attendance of voting members at least once per year, but encourages attendance of all meetings.” Ernest will make the changes and post the revised document on the USGS web site.

GOES DCS Backup System
In response to a question it was pointed out that there does exist command and telemetry capability at the NOAA/NESDIS Fairbanks, Alaska site.  Ernest said that the advisory committee on water information will be meeting in November, 2004 and that Ernest will advise the committee of the DCS backup need and results of the recently completed study.  Ernest will post a proposed letter regarding the backup site need on his web site by the end of August.  Kay presented a brief review of the current backup status.  The currently accepted site for a DCS backup facility is Suitland, MD.  Jim Wydick took an action to post the backup study on the DCS web site if permission can be granted.  STIWG members agreed that a phased in approach would be acceptable for at least getting started on a backup facility rather than waiting a long time for a full blown system having all the desired features.  Ernest recommended the reading of the chapter in the backup system report that described the overall DCS system.

At this point there was a break followed by a period of self introduction.

Mark Bushnell continued the discussion of a backup system by suggesting that the STIWG go on record as not favoring the Suitland location for a DCS backup.  The command and control position is just another problem as far as they are concerned.  The 
DC area is a high risk area, RF interference is high in the DC area, and it is close enough to the prime site (Wallops/CDA) that the same event could affect both the prime and backup site.  Also, the dependence on Wallops personnel to staff the backup site is a problem.  There are just too many dependencies built in to the Suitland site.

Action: Ernest Dreyer to publish these concerns in his letter.
Updating of SHEF Codes 
After some discussion consideration was given to having a working group organized to determine a policy for upgrading the SHEF definitions.  At first it was decided to have Larry Cedrone as head of this group, but that was changed to just assigning the responsibility to Larry.  It was mentioned that all users should use SHEF coding.  A discussion of the purpose and need of SHEF codes ensued.  George McKee suggested that Larry send Kay an update list and when a new one is established he will notify her and the DCS users.

Action: Larry Cedrone will provide Kay an updated SHEF code list and functionality depiction, and to act as oracle for recommending new physical elements (SHEF codes).

The Office of the Federal Coordinator for Meteorology (OFCM).
It was decided that the OFCM document needs to be updated.  There is a need for fairly major revisions (e.g. terms of reference).  It was also suggested that the $3,000 in the treasury be used to contract the updating.  
Action:  Ernest will get in touch with Mark Heglee and also work out any contract details.
Action:  Mark Bushnell will handle the conversion of the document into an electronic version if none is available.
System Monitoring and Management.

Channels 65 and 66 have constant interference.  Ernest reviewed the history of the problem and contacted the NTIA for assistance.  He next sent a descriptive email to the NTIA four weeks ago, but has not gotten any response.  Ernest will follow up on this.

Incomplete PDTs

This topic was in response to the frequent abnormal message responses that have been noticed and how they affect the performance of the system.  Al Mcmath offered to have the CDA operators contact the offending DCP owners.  Ernest suggested blocking the transmission as one approach.  There was a suggestion that the reports of “no contacts” be printed out and brought to the TWG meeting to pin point the offending DCP operators.  A list of the “no contacts” is available online.  Kolleen Shelly suggested sending mail notices to those who have incomplete PDTs.  

Action:  The Wallops CDA is to develop a plan to correct the incomplete UDTs and PDTs and begin contacting the users who are responsible.  Then a report will be delivered at the next meeting.  The STIWG will then determine any further corrective action to take.

HDR Transition

The holdup in the HDR transition now is the lack of additional HDR demods.  More demods would allow the transition to proceed.  Kay said that the 151 test channel is restricting progress also.  Kay estimated that there are about 10 HDR channels that do not have demods yet.  The NOS has just recently offered to buy some HDR demods for the system.  It was estimated that it would take about 6 months before the NOS/Mark Bushnell could get the new HDR demods to the Wallops CDA.  It was also mentioned that GOES East has little or no additional HDR slots available at this time.  But there are some available slots for GOES West.  The writing of a letter of complaint to NESDIS regarding the lack of progress in procuring new HDR demods was discussed.  

Action: Ernest will generate a letter of complaint to NESDIS regarding the lack of progress in procuring new HDR demods.

DCPI 

Ernest reviewed the DCPI issue for the STIWG.  There is a danger of losing the RF band allocation if it is not used.  Peter Woolner’s list of “DCPI considerations” were reviewed and discussed.  The anticipated increase in the cost of DCPs equipped with two way communication capacity would be easily recovered in less site visits, etc.  A working group was formed to generate DCS DCPI requirements.  Paul Tippett is to be the chairman for the group with Ernest Dreyer, Charles Kazamir, Debbie Braun, and Mark Bushnell as members.

Status of DAPS II
Users have volunteered to be testers need to know a schedule and a copy of the DAPS II test plan.  David Graham, Ernest Dreyer, Paul Tippett, Kolleen Shelly, and Charles Kazamir are among the available testers. 

Manufacturer’s Meetings Topics

DCPI was the main issue that concerns the STWIG.  Use of multiple LRGS systems and sequence numbers were discussed and compared to the DRGS systems which do not utilize the sequence numbers yet.  Ilex Engineering may be generating a white paper soon to discuss this issue.
Action:  Charles Kazamir will determine the number and generate a list of LRGS systems that are currently in the field.
Next Meeting

The next meeting will coincide with the TWG meeting that is tentatively scheduled to be in Biloxi, Mississippi.
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