STIWG Meeting Minutes
December 4, 2008

Hilton Hotel, Miami, FL
Opening Remarks – Ernest Dreyer

STIWG Chairperson Ernest Dreyer brought the meeting to order at 9:00 am.

An attendance sheet was circulated. STIWG members and attendees introduced themselves. The meeting was also teleconferenced, and we were joined part time by Stan Silverman (USGS), Peter Woolner (NOAA), and Warren Dorsey (NOAA). 
STIWG officer rotation was discussed.  Due to a swap between the USGS and USBR for the 2008 chair, 2009 chair will be USBR (Allen). The 2009 STIWG secretary will be ACE (Engstrom). See http://water.usgs.gov/datarelay/stiwg/members/rotation.html .
The agenda was quickly reviewed.  There were no comments about the minutes of the last meeting (July 9, 2008 Davis, CA), and they were approved as written.

Treasurer’s Report – Ernest Dreyer

STIWG has $0 budget, and no more fund management service from OFCM.

Old Business
· Terms of Reference – Ernest Dreyer
No substantive changes.
Subgroup Reports

· Standards for Sharing Meta Data - Charles Kazimir (Kaz)
Kaz received no response to an email he sent to members of the repository work group. He needs a response to the fields included, and an agreement on the fields omitted. He has started on use cases.  He suggested using only a very small portion of Sensor ML (a large international standard). Paul-Émile Bergeron proposed developing an SDI-12 capability to store & transmit metadata; group agreed that’s a second phase. Mark Bushnell offered to send Kaz metadata POC within IOOS. Ernest Dreyer requested the document be submitted on STIWG website for review.
Action item:  Repository workgroup will review draft and submit comment to Kaz by January 23rd, 2009.  Upon consensus draft will put on the web for further review.
· Standard for Binary Transmission – Charles Kazimir (Kaz)
      Project was placed on hold during the construction of USGS EDDN.

There have been recent discussions with the manufacturer. Kaz thinks we’re close to handing something to Phil Whaley & Peter Woolner.  Discussion re where encode & decode (especially decode) occurs, most group members don’t want to become involved in decode and would prefer it occurs at the ground station. Some would like to expand use of compressed data stream to gain transmission efficiencies farther downstream.  Group agreed the first step is to agree on a compression standard.

Action item: By January 10, 2009 Kaz will inquire manufacturers and restart discussion.
· LRGS configuration management – Ernest Dreyer
      USGS EDDN presently running version 6.1, ACE is running 7.0.
      USGS is exploring applicability of version 7.0 to EDDN.

      ACE funded several improvements.
      Source code distribution needs to be restructured before it will be made

      available.  Restructuring should take place in early 2009.  

      Latest validated version of LRGS executables located at: http://eddn.usgs.gov .
Status of DCPI (interrogate) Project – Mark Bushnell

STIWG will (1) recommend proceeding with the existing proposal to develop an ability to build the transmit capability at Wallops, (2) will request receiver interface documents from Sutron, (3) will request Sutron provide all information requested by Peter Woolner, and (4) will ask that Sutron describe what is proprietary and what is not.  Discussion regarding need (or not) for a certification process, NESDIS will conduct internal discussion.  Funding sources sought, USGS immediately offered $20K, CO-OPS has $20K, Wallops has signal generator, so we only need two more $20K contributions.  Discussion about command format, Whaley says Sutron had proposed using a CCSD format.  Woolner questions high level command planning and suggests someone begin considering it.
EDDN at EROS – Ernest Dreyer
System has worked well.  Had problems with wind and toggled to backup antenna.  Switched satellites during eclipse period and then switched back after that ended.  Discussion regarding message reception at EROS not received at Wallops and vice versa, possibly caused by eclipse (a geographical cause) or an antenna gain issue (large Wallops antennas receive transmitted noise better than smaller dish).  A web based access is being developed to ease access (vs. software download and installation).  
GOES DCS Strategic Planning 

· USGS-NESDIS MOA Concerning EDDN – Kay Metcalf

Ernest and Kay created a drafted documented. This document was circulated within NOAA and USGS.  Kate is currently revising the document based on comments received. Document is being made as generic as possible so that may serve as a model for future MOAs. It was noted that document is actually an annex to an existing MOA.
· Development of GOES DCS Roadmap – Kay Metcalf

Kay has a draft roadmap that is just now being presented.  She’s seeking     comments and the document will be emailed to STIWG meeting participants.  She cautions participants to understand that this effort is her own and is not yet blessed within NESDIS.  
 Action item:  Read and provide comments to Kay on GOES DCS Roadmap and their priorities.
· Funding Details – Ernest Dreyer
The OFCM cannot serve as the STIWG banker for cooperative projects such as Domsat, EDDN, DCP Command, and LRGS maintenance.  NOAA CO-OPS has offered to fund Domsat this year ($49,500 for the next option due in August, two option years remain, contract ends in Aug 2011).  At the same time, Ernest Dreyer & Phil Turnipseed will pursue MOUs for the long term solution.
GOES DCS Technical Planning
Ongoing Activities

· HDR Transition – Kay Metcalf 
Most international channels are being decommissioned, and we are getting 11 of them. The division of those channels will give us 22 new channels.  4 out of the 22 will be used for 1200 baud, and 1 random on each spacecraft. The resulting 16 channels will most likely be used as 300 baud channels. 

· Current DOMSAT contract - Phil Whaley
      Contract in place through FY10. No STIWG action required at this time.

· Transition to narrow channels – Kay Metcalf
Current channels may be used as narrow band with out making any   modifications/changes to DEMODS. Microcom is testing.   
· Reception of 100/300 baud transmissions on same channel – Kay Metcalf
      Auto detect is working well. No complaints or changes.

· Support of Dual Pilot Signal - Ernest Dreyer

Both Pilots are running 100% of the time; USGS tested this while implementing                                    EDDN. Pilot switches have occurred and it all seems to work well.  Goddard Pilot seems to be more stable, more info will be presented tomorrow at the TWG.

· Changing the format of user ids in GOES DCS
      No discussion at this time.
· Support of LRGS and DECODES software – Ernest Dreyer
      Wallops and EDDN specific fixes and upgrades are being evaluated.  

Future Activities

· Changes to Domsat
There was discussion about contacting GE Americom to investigate a dual stream on a second frequency and associated cost.  Might transmit this stream from Sioux Falls.  
Re replacement of X.25 transmission protocol, still seeking a newer one but want to minimize the need to purchase new hardware.

· Support for acquiring newly available frequency band for GOES DCS use.

            Discussed.
Next meeting will be in Vail, Colorado the week of May 16th, 2009 held in conjunction with NHWC.  See http://www.noaasis.noaa.gov/DCS/docs/NHWC_09_Conf_Ann-2.pdf .
Meeting was adjourned at 16:00.

These minutes were prepared by Charles Allen, Bureau of Reclamation, with the assistance of notes provided by Mark Bushnell of NOAA.
