111th STIWG May 18, 2009 Vail, CO

Opening Remarks

Call to order at 09:00 by STIWG Chair Charles Allen from the Bureau of Reclamation.  Kaz has a new job that doesn’t involve DCS.  Also, Ernest retires next week but he might be taking on some DCS related work.  Carol Lewis at the USGS cilewis@usgs.gov, who works closely with ACWI, will take on maintenance of the STIWG web page.  We introduced ourselves, discussed STIWG membership, alternates, and member roles.

Subgroup reports

1) Metadata sharing - Kaz had the lead and has expressed interest in volunteering to continue this effort.  This could be an extensive interactive language or a more simple repository for metadata.  Two new servers will be procured for EDDN, one expressly for hosting metadata.  Comments should be sent to Kaz (private email address).  Possibly could reside at HADS (Larry Cedrone is not here).  Action Item – Chair will contact those with interest to move the topic forward.

2) True binary – Again, Kaz has volunteered to continue working on this topic.  We tapped Dan Schwitalla of the USGS to lead the effort and will draft a plan and timeline.  It was suggested that vendors would be encouraged to submit proposed standards by some due date TBD.   It’s desired to implement on a voluntary basis, users would not be required to use true binary.  

3) LRGS Configuration Management – Al McMath leads discussion of the topic history.  When Wallops did away with the test-user account, users began to have access problems (as many as 70-90 users attempting to access at once, and Dan Schwitalla showed 80 users presently logged on).  Ilex Engineering has provided an upgrade to 7.0 that allows more users to access the system.  Wallops is running 7.0 and it was recommended that EDDN needs to upgrade and make it the new standard.   A lengthy discussion of configuration management followed, comparing the merits of standardization vs. user flexibility.  Perhaps something modeled after open source utilities such as Red Hat or Mozilla could be implemented.  It was suggested that Mike Malony/Sutron/Ilex might lead the CM effort, but that raises the question of cost.  Committee is headed by Dan Schwitalla, Rich Engstrom, Al McMath, Deb Braun.  Rich Engstrom discussed the LRGS interface between GOES & Iridium.  Al McMath again raised the notion of dial-up access to Wallops going away.

DCP Command
Mark Bushnell provided a project overview.  Sutron has encountered no problems and is about to begin production and testing of the prototype receivers.  A collaborative effort is underway to create a Phase I ability to transmit to the receivers for testing and development (~$100K, broken into several small procurements).  A discussion regarding the Phase II effort proposed by Sutron followed.

EDDN

Warranty period has expired & USGS has taken on maintenance.  USGS is very pleased w/ EROS support.  Adding 2 servers.  

GOES DCS Strategic Planning
Transition Plan for Implementing Narrow-band DCPS

Peter Woolner and Kay have developed a better plan that would allow existing channel allocations to stay where they are rather than reassign them.  The new channels are placed in between.  This would mean that East channels would be adjacent to another East channel (same for West) but Kay has been assured that’s not a problem.  Most vendors can implement the narrow band xmits by upgrading firmware in existing xmtrs (Paul Tippett says Stevens cannot).  Kay says some vendors are requesting 100 baud xmitr certification – why would they do this and should STIWG issue a statement?  100 baud xmitrs are supposed to be all gone by 2013.   There was a discussion about the hardship that might be imposed on users, and the need to continue to remind users of this deadline that was imposed by the STIWG in 2003.  We decided the policy would be no certification for 100 baud.  Action Item – Kay Metcalf will send a reminder to users by Sep 30 2009, after the document is reviewed by General Council.

Funding

DOMSAT – Mark Bushnell provided an update on the status of the NOS funding for DOMSAT.  This funding will carry DOMSAT through Aug 2010.

EDDN – Cost is estimated at $75 - $80K per year.  It is unfunded at this time but USGS is working to obtain funding through existing MOUs.

GOES DCS Technical Planning
100/300 Auto-baud Detect - ACE has changed an entire channel to 100/300 auto-detect successfully.  

Dual Pilot - Dual pilot signal has been operational for several years now, and EDDN has observed multiple successful toggles between the two.  Kay reports the redundant pilot is actually more stable than the primary.  Some say that the switching occurs automatically to select the best pilot.  Al McMath reports new pilot xmtrs will be acquired this year as part of the DADDS growth.

LRGS & DECODES Software – Both USGS and ACE are funding Ilex / Sutron software improvements.  Charles Allen reports that Red Hat version 5.3 doesn’t work with Ilex software.  USGS plans to stick w/ 4.x.

DOMSAT Changes - There was thought of toggling DOMSAT from the fading x.25 protocol to IP, but no action had been taken.  There’s also the question of replacing DOMSAT with LRIT (Bushnell note from Miami 08 GOES conference - Ed Young/NWS & Colin Schultz/Australia buy LRIT systems from Dartcom (Dave Wright) ~$7K http://www.dartcom.co.uk/).  Action Item – Kay will assign a consultant to study the possibilities of transitioning DOMSAT to IP or transitioning to LRIT, and how best to do so.

Additional GOES Transponder – Not going to happen for GOES R.  Will hold on to the freq allocation, perhaps for use on GOES T.

Next Meeting
Wallops Island Oct 27-29.  Comfort Inn.

Meeting adjourned at 15:00 local

These minutes were prepared  by Mark Bushnell of NOAA.
