MEMMORANDUM FOR:  GOES Data Collection System (DCS) Users

FROM:           Jim Wydick GOES DCS Support Contractor
SUBJECT:     Minutes of the 112th STIWG Meeting, October 29, 2009.

Opening Remarks and Administrative Issues – Charles Allen-STIWG Chairperson

Charles Allen opened the meeting with a welcome to all.  An attendance sign-in sheet was circulated along with copies of the meeting agenda.  Charles requested that voting members of the STWIG put an asterisk next to their name on the sign-up sheets along with their alternate including email addresses.    A good sized STIWG group of twenty-eight attendees signed the attendance sheets.  It was mentioned that much of the material that would normally be covered in the STIWG meeting had been covered already in the previous two days of Special Session and TWG meetings.  The May 2009 Vail, CO minutes were reviewed and accepted as written by Mark Bushnell.  The STIWG minutes can be found at http://acwi.gov/hydrology/stiwg/. Charles reminded all that he will be chairman until the end of the year, and then USACE (U.S. Army Corps of Engineers) will furnish the chairperson and the National Weather Service, the Secretary.  Also, the membership rotation schedule is availble on the above web site http://acwi.gov/hydrology/stiwg/.   It was requested that members look at the rotation schedule online and provide any appropriate comments so that the schedule will be complete and accurate.

Subgroup Reports
Standards for Sharing Metadata: Decodes Configuration at EDDN

Dan Schwitalla announced that he would have a report to present at the next STWIG meeting.  There are plans for possible updating of Decodes at least every 2 weeks.  It was reported that the EDDN is valuable to the ACE as a backup.  Additionally, the NWS said that it would be willing to make more data available if it would be helpful.  
Standards for Binary Transmission  
The effort is ongoing to try to get this group started.  It was requested that those who would like to participate in a Binary Transmission Standards Group to send Dan Schwitalla an email ddschwit@usgs.gov.  Some questions were asked regarding why such an effort is underway and what benefits would there be.  Also it was asked what the pertinent criteria would be.  Dan is concerned that he could be the only participant in the group.
Action to the STIWG:  Look at the web site http://eddn.usgs.gov./  and provide comments.  The need is for 4 or 5 people who are willing to participate in the standards group.  
Ernest Dreyer commented that any suggested requirements might well mesh with the study that he is doing.  A discussion of the aspects of binary formatted transmissions evolved with pros and cons.  It was later mentioned that it would be nice to have the actual DCPs internally handle the details.

LRGS Configuration Management  
LRGS version 7.2 is soon to be implemented at the EDDN so there should be synchronization between Sioux Falls and Wallops.  Kay Metcalf mentioned that NOAA would like to have what she referred to as a vanilla flavor LRGS configuration.  She reminded all that the Configuration Control Board is responsible for any changes in the NOAA DCS software.  Thus, she would like the community to define the standard and then for NOAA to go along with it.  Also, she wants open and clearly defined products that are in the public domain.  There was a comment on the lack of documentation for the LRGS.  Additionally, it was said that the LRGS vendor does not do a good job of letting users know what is going on regarding changes to the software and with new releases.  A discussion of version 7.2 ensued with comments stressing that version 7.2 was stable.  It was also mentioned that the members are paying for the work therefore the documentation should be provided.  It was pointed out that the source code is owned by the U.S. Government and is available to its members. 

Actions:  Create an area on the EDDN web site that will contain the latest changes to the LRGS software.  Dan Schwitalla of the USGS EDDN will try to obtain funding for Mike Maloney to do the necessary documentation and post it on the web at EDDN.  
Status of DCPI (DCP Command/DCPC) Project

It was reported that within the next two weeks a further procurement action will be completed for continuing DCPI development to proceed.  There is currently $55k out of a needed $80k.  There was mention of the data format that users are having a hard time understanding and it was recommended that the vendors meet to resolve the DCPC formatting question.        
Action:  Warren Krug will organize a vendor meeting and with Peter Woolner will resolve the data questions.  Warren will report back at the next STIWG meeting.

Action:  Money is needed for the DCPC project so the STIWG is to notify NESDIS of the need for the DCPC system. A letter/document will be sent to Dave Benner of NESDIS as chair of the DCS Steering Group.  Mark Bushnell was elected to generate the letter that is to emphasize the need for the DCPC system.  
STIWG members are to search for any existing related letters or memos that would be helpful in constructing this one.
Kay recommended that areas like security be closely related to DADDS and to have Sutron modify the DCPC to define interfaces that Microcom (the builder of DADDS) could build to.  The Suitland NSOF will have to be included in the build process in order to duplicate Wallops. 
High Data Rate 

Kay made reference to the TWG Minutes for more information on this topic.  The DCS now has about 30000 platforms with about 70% that are HDR and with the majority being 300 bps.  PDT files are being manually updated and efforts are underway by Kay and Letecia to try to maintain currency.  Microcom has a task to generate software to do the updates automatically.  Kay emphasized that when filling out the PDTs there need to be a certified transmitter listed.  On this issue Paul Tippett stressed that a letter need to be written. 

Action:  A show of hands endorsed the need for a letter so Dan Schwitalla will send a letter to Dave Benner of NESDIS emphasizing the need for an automated batch processing of updates function needed in DADDS. 

There was a member request for more current updates about projects like DCPC and Version 2 certification standards to be provided to the master user list.  Some were not aware of the recent ending of telnet for instance.  There was a recommendation for an RSS feed to distribute up-to-date information but some agencies do not allow RSS feeds.  There was an emphasis on the need for a better way of getting important updated information distributed to DCS users.   They would like to know when there are issues that might be critical to DCS operations in the field.

It was mentioned that Sutron voluntarily opened up the DCPI specifications to the public even though they could have held them for two years under the SBIR.  

EDDN at EROS

Dan Schwitalla reported that EDDN needs $70k annually and so far has about $50k so he still needs $10k or $20 k more.  He has some $10k pledges but needs additional pledges.  He would like the members to make their $10k pledges be recurrent year by year.  It was mentioned that the NOS has supplied the DOMSAT funding this year.  It was added however that the NOS going to buy an LRIT system next year so they cannot cover DOMSAT next year.

Kay has a contract in place for a consultant to do a study that will recommend the next generation of communication protocols to replace the current obsolete DOMSAT protocols.  But the LRGS users will need time to adjust to any new standards.  The current DOMSAT will probably be extended for at least another year so there will be ample lead time. Possibly a solution will be found that eliminates recurring costs.  Kay mentioned that there now is a need for new funding for DOMSAT since the NOS cannot support it next year.  There also needs to be found a way to transfer the money.  It was estimated that about $60k will be needed.
Action: Kay Metcalf and Phil Whaley will start the procedures needed for transferring funding for next years DOMSAT procurement.  Additionally, STIWG members will canvas their agencies to determine available DOMSAT funding capabilities within the next 3 weeks.

Kay said that MOUs must be established for all agencies that will be transferring funds for the DOMSAT procurement.  Also, Kay will try to have NOAA fund the DOMSAT so that the procurement funding would be straight forward.

Open Source Decodes  
Publicly funded Decodes source code is available to government users much like the LRGS source code.  It is available from Dan Schwitalla.

Future Activities

It was decided to keep the rotation schedule as it is.

There was a recommendation that the STIWG meeting be held after the TWG meeting just as it was this time and try to reduce it to a half day meeting.  In that way the STIWG could concentrate on areas such as funding and policy issues to reduce the time to the half day.  There was a discussion of whether to have another special session meeting next time also.  There was also a discussion regarding the possibility of having STIWG and TWG meetings in December 2010 to coincide with the NOAA Direct Readout Conference as was done previously at Miami in 2008. 

Next Meeting   
It was proposed that the next meeting by held during the week of May 10-14, 2010, in Salt Lake City, Utah.  

Summary List of Actions.

Action to the STIWG:  Look at the web site http://eddn.usgs.gov./  and provide comments.  The need is for 4 or 5 people who are willing to participate in the standards group.  
Actions:  Create an area on the EDDN web site that will contain the latest changes to the LRGS software.  Dan Schwitalla of the USGS EDDN will try to obtain funding for Mike Maloney to do the necessary documentation and post it on the web at EDDN.  
Action:  Warren Krug will organize a vendor meeting and with Peter Woolner will resolve the data questions.  Warren will report back at the next STIWG meeting.
Action:  Money is needed for the DCPC project so the STIWG is to notify NESDIS of the need for the DCPC system. A letter/document will be sent to Dave Benner of NESDIS as chair of the DCS Steering Group.  Mark Bushnell was elected to generate the letter that is to emphasize the need for the DCPC system.  

STIWG members are to search for any existing related letters or memo that would be helpful in constructing this one.
Action:  A show of hands endorsed the need for a letter so Dan Schwitalla will send a letter to Dave Benner of NESDIS emphasizing the need for automated batch processing of updates function needed in DADDS. 
Action: Kay Metcalf and Phil Whaley will start the procedures needed for transferring funding for next years DOMSAT procurement.  Additionally, STIWG members will canvas their agencies to determine available DOMSAT funding capabilities within the next 3 weeks.
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