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Objective

• Established scope for interagency agreements under existing 
MOU/MOA provisions; starting with NOAA

• Will provide a mechanism for agencies to jointly fund the 
development of OpenDCS through the USACE software support 
contract

• Software and source-code will be made available
• Have found sufficient MOU/MOA documents to cover all STIWG 

agencies (typically Article IV of the MOU/MOA)



1  

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
BETWEEN THE 

U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
                           OF THE 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
                            THE 

U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
                   OF THE 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR           
THE 

NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION 
                                                  OF THE 

               U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
AND THE 

      FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY 
        OF THE 
      U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY 

 
Collaborative Science, Services and Tools to Support 

Integrated and Adaptive Water Resources Management 
 
 
Article I. Background. 
 
Federal agencies are engaged actively in water resources services, planning, development, operations, 
management and information gathering, analysis and communications. The U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (hereinafter referred to as USACE) of the U.S. Department of the Army, the U.S. 
Geological Survey of the U.S. Department of the Interior (hereinafter referred to as USGS), the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration of the U.S. Department of Commerce (hereinafter 
referred to as NOAA), and the Federal Emergency Management Agency of the Department of Homeland 
Security (hereinafter referred to as FEMA) together referred to as the Parties, have related and 
complementary responsibilities in a number of program areas.  It is in the national interest that such 
Federal programs be closely coordinated and mutually supportive to efficiently and effectively meet 
the growing demand for water resources data, information and services. 
 
The mission of the USACE is to provide vital public engineering services in peace and war to 
strengthen our Nation's security, energize the economy, and reduce risks from disasters.  These 
engineering services include water resource planning, development and management activities 
involving flood risk management, navigation, ecosystem restoration, emergency preparedness and 
response, multi-purpose water resources, infrastructure, and environmental stewardship. 
 
The mission of the USGS is to provide the Nation with reliable, impartial information to describe and 
understand the Earth.  This information is used to minimize loss of life and property from natural 
disasters; manage water, biological, energy, and mineral resources; enhance and protect the quality of 
life; and contribute to wise economic and physical development. 
 
The mission of NOAA is to understand and predict changes in the Earth's environment and conserve 
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