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Methods & Data Comparability Board




	Board Meeting – Reston, VA and Washington, DC

	April. 20th-22nd, 2004

	Website: http://wi.water.usgs.gov/methodsboard/dc_04/
(user=methods; password=nocarp99)

	
	

	Meeting Rooms

	USGS Headquarters (4/20,22)

12201 Sunrise Valley Drive

Reston, VA 20192
	EPA Headquarters (4/21)

1300 Constitution Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20460

	Rooms: 4-A-100 F and G 
	Rooms: 1133A EPA East

              2530 Ariel Rios North

	Phone Numbers: 703-648-6832
	Phone Numbers: 202-566-1174

	Fax Number: 703-648-4530
	Fax Number: 202-566-1437

	
	

	Hotel Information

	Days Hotel and Conference Center

2200 Centreville Road

Herndon, VA 20170

Phone: 703-471-6700

Fax: 703-471-8284
	


Board Meeting Structure:

This is a Board “mini meeting,” with only a few workgroups meeting.  There will be interaction with EPA and USGS staff and management.

Major Meeting Objectives:  
· Outreach – welcome new chair

· Outreach – discuss conference and non-conference-related outreach issues

· Outreach – complete tasks in Web site spreadsheet (Web team)

· Outreach -- review and finalize participation in National Conference
· NEMI – discuss progress of Field Activities Committee
· NEMI – Review status of ongoing tasks
· NEMI – discuss strategic plan and vision
· WQDE – Finalize scope and content of WQDE workshop at Conference
· WQDE - Identify people to help facilitate and to provide information/data
· WQDE - Identify action items/next steps for workshop development
· WQDE – Discuss vision for WQDE outreach and products
· WQDE - Identify strategy for completing workgroup web pages still needed

· Biology - Discuss links between Board and EPA’s Wadeable Stream Assessment / comparability studies

· Discuss funding for NEMI, WQDE, and outreach
· Interact with EPA and USGS staff and management; demonstrate links between EPA and the Board as well as benefits the Board brings to EPA

Call-in Lines:  
· Line 1: (513) 569-7897  code: 6668#

· Line 2: (513) 569-7897  code: 8666#

All Times Are Eastern Daylight

	Monday, April 19th

	
	Travel to Dulles/Reston area


	

	
	· Evening social for those interested/present


	

	Tuesday, April 20

	8:30-12:00
	Outreach

 Chair: Larry Bailey
	USGS Room    4-A-100 F

	
	Meeting objective: Discuss non-conference-related outreach needs.  Close on specific tasks

Specific tasks: 

· Final review of Across the Board v.2, n.1
· Assess Board strategic plans in prep for conference planning

· Review status of Web site

· Review Board accomplishments and future outreach needs

	Call-in line #1

	12p – 1:00p
	Lunch
	

	

	1:00p-5:30p
	NEMI – Long-term planning
Chair: Dan Sullivan
	USGS Room 

 4-A-100 F

	
	Meeting objectives: The first half of the NEMI meeting will include all attendees. Input and discussion will focus on long-term planning for the “base” NEMI as well as options for forming a non-Water Steering Committee to interact with EPA and other organizations

Specific tasks: 

· Review NEMI Strategic Plan including addition of more commercial methods and including international Workgroup members

· Review Non-water Steering Committee Plan, formulate options to implement

· Review new methods priorities previously decided upon, see if any re-prioritization is needed


	Call-in line #1

	Wednesday, April 21

	9:00a-11:45a
	NEMI – Operational Issues

Chair: Dan Sullivan
	EPA Room 

1133A EPA East

	
	Meeting objective: This second half of the NEMI meeting will be operational in nature, with a smaller group present for most of the morning. We will focus on ongoing tasks, resolution of action items, decision making, etc. 

Specific tasks: 

· NEMI improvements including: Java-based changes, new subcategories search, links to archived methods, searches by instruments

· New methods updates from method sources plus SM and ASTM regulatory methods input

· Field methods task progress

· CRADA progress

· Volunteer monitoring usage progress

· Outreach Input – Online method form, Dan’s success story emails since last update, ES&T manuscript

· Items provided by Workgroup

	Call-in line #1

	10:00a-12:00p
	Water Quality Data Elements 

Chair: LeAnne Astin
	EPA Room 

Ariel Rios 

North 2530

	
	Meeting objective:  Prepare for NMC Workshop, finalize web site needs.  Discuss development of biological and other WQDE’s for use by monitoring community

Specific tasks: 

· Finalize Conference workshop content

· Finalize facilitators and information/data needed

· Review PDA tool prototype

· Review web site and schedule needed additions

· Discuss status of development of additional WQDE

	Call-in line #2

	12-1
	Tentative: Working lunch to discuss Wadeable Streams Survey with EPA staff
	EPA Room 

1133A EPA East Call-in line #1

	

	1p-2:30p
	Discuss Board activities with EPA representatives
	EPA Room 

1133A EPA East Call-in line #1

	
	
	

	2:30p
	Continuation of NEMI and WQDE Meetings 


	Meetings Rooms as in AM.  Call-in lines #1 and #2

	4:00p
	Tentative: Discussion of EPA Development of Environmental Sampling, Analysis, and Results Data Standard (ESAR)


	EPA Room 

1133A EPA East

	Thursday, April 22

	8:00-10:00a
	Outreach – Chattanooga conference
	USGS Room 

 4-A-100 F

	
	· Discuss items provided by Conference Planning Committee and Workgroup
· Plan outreach activities for conference


	Call-in line #1

	

	10:00a-12:00
	General Board meeting
	USGS Room 

4-A-100 F 

Call-in line #1

	12:00p
	Adjourn
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