
NWQMC website redesign

Step 1. Identify website purpose and audience (DONE)
Step 2. Evaluate existing design, content, and branding (DONE)
Step 3. Revise core messaging, identify goals (DONE)
Step 4. Redesign site:
 - Navigation/content structure
 - Design/usability/features
 - Content
Step 5. Implement new design and content (build the new site)







Website redesign goals:

+ Expand website audience to larger water-quality monitoring 
community
+ Improve messaging
+ Build NWQMC brand recognition
+ Improve usability and accessibility to information
+ Make content more usable, meaningful, and up-to-date
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Towards a Definition of Performance-Based Laboratory Methods
Technical Report 01-02
This paper presents the MDCB's position concerning the need for, and the issues regarding, 
the implementation of a performance-based system for water quality monitoring methods.
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UPCOMING WEBINARS

NEWSLETTERS & PUBLICATIONSNEWS AND HIGHLIGHTS

Welcome to the National Water Quality 
Monitoring Council

Oregon's Monitoring Summit
Nov. 14, 2012. 1:30 pm EST
In 2012, Oregon's Dept. of Environmental 
Quality held a monitoring summit. Aaron 
Borisenko, Water Quality Monitoring Manager, 
explores the reasons behind it and the lessons 
learned.

National Water Monitoring News
Fall 2012
Our biannual newsletter is out, with news and 
reports from around the world of monitoring.

NEW PRODUCT: Water Quality Portal

Chemical, physical, and biological data from both NWIS (USGS) and 
STORET (EPA) are readily accessible online from the Water Quality 
Portal, a web service sponsored by the USGS, EPA, and the Council.

NEW PRODUCT: NEMI-SAMS (Statistical and Assessments 
Methods Search) Beta version

A new tool produced by the Water Quality Statistics and Assessments 
workgroup is currently soliciting comments and feedback. View an 
introductory Powerpoint or visit the NEMI-SAMS website.

CONFERENCE UPDATE: 8th National Monitoring Conference 
presentations now online!

Stakeholders exchange information and technology related to water 
quality monitoring, assessment, research, protection, restoration, and 
management in the premier national forum. Check out past conferences 
here.
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lobortis opes vero typicus ymo, consequat. Ut consectetuer vero, odio 
reprobo esse meus abico. Ibidem illum enim si eros erat exputo ut ullam-
corper meus. Damnum hendrerit quadrum importunus wisi valetudo usitas 
facilisi eum et decet facilisi ideo feugait velit. 
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Nov. 14, 2012. 1:30 pm EST

In 2012, Oregon's Dept. of Environmental 
Quality held a monitoring summit. Aaron 
Borisenko, Water Quality Monitoring 
Manager, explores the reasons behind it 
and the lessons learned.

MORE WEBINARS ...
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National Water Monitoring News
Fall 2012

Our biannual newsletter is out, with news 
and reports from around the world of 
monitoring.
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NEWS & HIGHLIGHTS

EVENT CALENDAR
< APRIL 2013  >

RECENT NEWSLETTERS

NEW PRODUCT:  Water Quality Portal
Chemical, physical, and biological data from both NWIS (USGS) and STORET (EPA) 
are readily accessible online from the Water Quality Portal, a web service spon-
sored by the USGS, EPA, and the Council.

CONFERENCE UPDATE:  8th National Monitoring Conference 
presentations now online!
Stakeholders exchange information and technology related to water quality 
monitoring, assessment, research, protection, restoration, and management in 
the premier national forum. Check out past conferences here.
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Welcome to the National Water Quality Monitoring Council
The National Water Quality Monitoring Council brings together scientists, managers, 
and citizens to ensure information about the quality of our water resources is accurate, 
reliable, and comparable. The Council fosters collaborative and cost-effective approaches 
to improve and advance the science of water-resources monitoring.

National Water Quality Monitoring Council

Working Together for Clean Water
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WEBINAR:  Oregon’s Monitoring 
Summit
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MEMO

National Environmental Methods Index
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National Water Quality Monitoring Council
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Methods & Protocols
We are committed to developing water-quality monitoring approaches that facilitate 
collaboration and comparability amongst all data-gathering organizations.

The Council (and in particular, our Methods and Data Comparability Board) develops 
products that enhance our ability to achieve real environmental gains while making the 
best use of the limited resources available for water-quality monitoring. Through 
inclusion, sound science, and consensus, we identify, examine, recommend, and foster 
monitoring approaches that facilitate collaboration amongst all data-gathering 
organizations.

Why develop consistent Methods & Protocols?
Each year Federal and State government agencies spend in excess of $1 billion to 
monitor the quality of water. The programs are conducted to assess status and trends in 
water quality, to identify and rank existing and emerging problems, to design and 
implement resource-management programs, and to determine compliance with 
regulatory programs. Although the data that are collected by government agencies are 
useful to the individual organizations that sponsor the program, future data users within 
the same organization and data users outside the collecting agency typically find it 
difficult to use existing data with confidence. The reasons for this situation are many:

 • The objectives for the original data-collection program were less rigorous than the 
current data needs demand or, more likely, are not known.

 • Information about the data, such as detection level, precision, bias, and water 
sampling and sample/handling methods, are unavailable or not readily available.

 • Information about the analytical methods and laboratory quality assurance (QA) 
are not easily accessible or are unavailable.

 • The quality control of data entry, storage, transfer, and retrieval processes are 
unknown.

A related problem for those providing data is that many regulatory and nonregulatory 

National Water Quality Monitoring Council
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BIAS:  The systematic or persistent 
distortion of a measured value from 
its true value (this can occur during 
sampling design, the sampling 
process, or laboratory analysis).

National Water Quality Monitoring Council
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