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Abstract 
In 2002 a workshop was held to develop a framework for a coordinated regional ocean monitoring network for 
US states and Canadian provinces bordering the northwest Atlantic Ocean. The workshop brought together 
environmental managers, scientists, and NGO’s to develop a strategy for an ecologically driven regional program 
and to identify monitoring and research gaps to support the region’s pressing management needs.  Discussions 
focused on nutrient over-enrichment, habitat loss, restoration, and toxic contaminants to address how the 
monitoring network might be organized; define challenges and benefits of a coordinated regional monitoring 
network; and how these efforts could be effective in resolving regional environmental issues. The workshop 
addressed information on ongoing monitoring, regional concerns, and questions that should be answered by a 
coordinated effort. The conveners developed a follow-up plan to further develop the program, obtain seed money, 
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and establish critical involvement from key groups. One of the actions was to hold a workshop to determine 
appropriate indicators for a regional State of the Environment Report. The indicators workshop, held in January 
2004, reviewed previous indictor efforts, developed lessons learned compendium, identified key issues (fisheries, 
eutrophication, contaminants, land use, aquatic habitat, and climate change) requiring indicators, and developed 
key questions and indicators necessary to convey the status of the environment in this region.  The process 
followed for these workshops provides a model for developing regional information to support environmental 
policy managers and the growing consensus on the need for integration of coastal information at the national 
scale.  
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