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Abstract

This study analyzed water quality status and time trend data for the Clark Fork-Pend Oreille watershed of western
Montana, northern ldaho, and northeastern Washington, as influenced by Superfund mine cleanup activities and
implementation of a three-state nutrient management plan. The information is derived from a cooperative
interstate monitoring program which focuses on algal nutrient and heavy metal concentrations and periphyton
standing crops in the Clark Fork River; nutrient loading rates, periphyton standing crops, and Secchi transparency
in Pend Oreille Lake; and nutrient concentrations in the Pend Oreille River. The presentation reviews the program
monitoring objectives, statistical methodology, water quality data analysis, and monitoring results in relationship
to various point and non-point source pollution control measures. The results of the current data analysis are
being used by the Tri-State Water Quality Council to document water quality improvements resulting from 10
years of collaborative watershed restoration efforts, and as a feedback mechanism to fine-tune management
approaches in the three-state area.
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