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Abstract

Since 1990, various water-quality monitoring-program components have been operating in the Turkey Creek
watershed, located west of the Denver metropolitan area, Colorado. A brief historical perspective of the first two
components will be provided. For the 1999-2003 period, a third (and final) monitoring component has been
operating specifically to assess effectiveness of best management practices (BMPs) associated with highway-
construction improvements along U.S. Highway 285. For each of the last five years of network operations,
changes have been made in monitoring sites, constituents analyzed, and, to a lesser extent, scheduling of sampling
surveys. During- and post-construction monitoring has demonstrated the dynamics of this somewhat unique
monitoring-program network design. Streamflow and water-quality data collected in these monitoring-program
components were linked to detailed display and assessment of the resultant data, preparation of annual monitoring
reports (with comparison with previous year’s data), and presentations before stakeholders and regulatory entities
involved in water-quality management in the watershed. Finally, cooperation with concurrent data-collection and
hydrologic-analysis investigations in the watershed was promoted.
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