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Abstract

The purpose of NOAA'’s thematic website is to provide easy access to data and information in a way that
facilitates environmental assessment and decision making. Data from three long-term projects of the National
Status and Trends Program (NS&T) are being compiled and managed to make them available over the
Internet in a distributed data model system. The three projects are Benthic Surveillance Project, Mussel
Watch Project, and Bioeffects Assessment Project.

The foundation of the web capabilities are built on three relational databases, one for each of the three major
project areas of NS&T. These databases are built with the SAS software (SAS Institute, Cary, NC). Presently
the databases are accessed with Active Server Pages (ASP) software. Enhancements are under way that utilize
SAS web application software to access the SAS databases and dynamically produce web pages of
information requested by the user. Data mapping tools allow the user to display the sampling locations on to
overlay other geo-referenced data published on the web such as wastewater discharge locations, or satellite
imagery. These web-based data analysis and display tools and protocols operate in a distributed information
system environment (as opposed to a centralized data system) to improve data retrieval, mapping, analysis,
assessments, comparative studies, and visualization capabilities for users with different levels of data and
analysis needs. This web site is intended to also increase awareness and understanding of specific coastal
issues (e.g., water quality) so that the coastal management community and the interested public can make
more informed decisions about solutions to coastal resource use issues, many of which are of national and
international significance.
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