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Abstract

The upsurge of state volunteer monitoring programs across the nation has been heralded as a way for citizens
to turn knowledge into action including empowering them to make informed decisions and involving them in
activities that directly protect state waterways. Tennessee does not currently have a statewide volunteer
monitoring program, although there has been some preliminary discussion within the state’s nonpoint source
program to sponsor one. Building on this national movement and state interest, the TN Water Resources
Research Center at the University of Tennessee has recently completed a study comparing three southeastern
statewide volunteer monitoring programs, including Alabama Water Watch, Kentucky Water Watch and
Georgia Adopt-A-Stream. The purpose of this comparative analysis was to examine how these programs have
been implemented and learn from their experiences so that we could recommend to Tennessee policy decision
makers and other stakeholders possible approaches to establishing such a program here in our state.

In order to provide a more substantive set of recommendations, we were also interested in acquiring
information on the perceptions of the general benefits and limitations of volunteer monitoring. To that end,
we surveyed volunteer monitors participating in the three state programs as well those in Tennessee who have
an interest (“a stake”) in expanding volunteer monitoring in the state. It is our hope that this study and its
accompanying set of recommendations will advance a productive dialogue among Tennessee stakeholders on
the viability of initiating a statewide volunteer monitoring program including actions necessary to make it
happen.
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