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Abstract

In the last decades of the twentieth century when countries of Sub-Saharan Africa were busy forming their
respective economic blocks under the aegis of globalization, trans-boundary water quality monitoring
emerged as a key regional issue. Accordingly, the degradation of water quality continues to erode the integrity
of valuable ecosystems and the well being of local communities in Sub-Saharan Africa along the Lake Chad
Basin. With the Chad Basin agreement entering its fourth decade, signatories to the accord who pledged to
meet the water needs of their local population are today faced with unprecedented water quality related
problems.

Considering that several attempts have been made to remedy these concerns over the years, coordinated
monitoring of water quality across the various political boundaries remains elusive. The current state of affairs
remain compounded due to a wide range of multi-jurisdictional/international factors that are predicated upon
politics, environment, technology, demography, social-cultural setting and economy. To address these issues,
the paper suggests the adoption of strategies based upon ecosystem approach for water protection, coherent
policy objectives, effective monitoring program, consultation among stakeholders, financial consideration in
water management and capacity building. This paper examines the multi-jurisdictional and international issues
embedded in trans-boundary water quality monitoring with a synthesis of the situation in the Lake Chad Basin
of West Africa. Several strategies for dealing with the problem are also provided.
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