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Abstract

The Agricultural Environmental Monitoring Programme (JOVA) in Norway monitors and assesses nutrient
losses and erosion from 10 small agricultural catchments under different agricultural systems and
climatological, topographical and geo-hydrological conditions. The core of the monitoring activities consists
of discharge measurement and water sampling, providing data for nutrient load calculation. Routines have
been developed for automatic downloading of recorded data on a daily basis, control of runoff data and water
analysis results in addition to load calculations. Relevant information regarding farming practices is collected
yearly at the level of the individual farmer field and entered into a database while reporting routines
concerning farming practices have been developed. The monitoring program is integrated into existing
national networks and provides on a yearly basis relevant data to comply with both national and international
obligations. The JOVA programme includes components dealing with modelling nutrient loads and erosion
and when necessary additional measurements are carried out to support these activities. To enhance the
sustainability of the monitoring programme, the design and implementation is such that it is suitable and
attractive for research and educational purposes while the applied measuring methods and procedures are
sufficiently advanced to comply with international scientific standards.
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