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INTRODUCTION

There are numerous monitoring programs in the Southern 
California Bight (SCB) 

Effluent, ambient, trends

There has historically been little integration among these 
programs
− Local, state, federal, and academic agencies have differing 

mandates and objectives

Goal of this study is to identify assess the level of effort  
these programs expend on monitoring 

First step in identifying opportunities for integration



METHODS

• Ongoing programs (>10 years) active between 1996-98
− Publicly available data

• Pt Conception to International Border
– Head of tide to continental shelf break

• Quantified each program
− Number of sites, frequency, replication, indicators

• Market survey of monitoring methods
– Used median price of at least three quotes
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Public Health

Ecosystem
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Annual Expenditures
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Annual Expenditures
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CONCLUSIONS

• There is tremendous effort spent on monitoring in the SCB
− 114 program, >244,000 samples per year
− Approximately $31.3 million annually

• NPDES programs comprise the majority of effort and 
resources for monitoring 

• Opportunities for collaboration exist
− Monitoring trade-offs (i.e. Regional Monitoring)
− Improvement in comparability enables data sharing and integration
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