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In the summer of 2004 
planning began for a new tool 
to further refine data handling, 
reporting and quality control. 
The coordinator envisioned the 
structure and in part the 
platform; but it was not until 
DEP’s Nonpoint Section was 
able to employ a full-time 
summer intern in 2005 that 
the idea was realized.

The intern, a sophomore at Georgetown University, is an expert in 
writing code for web based applications. At the end of the summer, 
the result of his and others work was an Internet database called 
the Volunteer Assessment Database (VAD).



The Language

ColdFusion lets you create dynamic applications to access and modify
data stored in a database. You do not need a thorough knowledge of
databases to develop ColdFusion applications, but you must know some basic
concepts and techniques. 

Each database server (such as Oracle, DB2, Microsoft Access etc.) has
unique capabilities and properties.  ColdFusion uses unique codes to
communicate across a wide variety of platforms and is more versatile than
a web server alone. A web server simply locates information and returns it to
a web browser. ColdFusion can:

1. Interact with the database, other resources and applications
2. Save information based upon user preferences and inputs
3. Validate user information

This is the end of the technical portion of this presentation. The remaining 
slides provides visuals mostly from the data-entry pages of the Volunteer 
Assessment Database (VAD).









Creating a Survey Code



Describing Your Location



Mapping Tools



Water Quality



Physical Conditions



Habitat Conditions

Several invasive plants growing in the buffer



Biological Conditions

Observed darters, trout and salamanders

http://www.wvdep.org/dwwm/wvsos/vad/indexcalc.xls


Macroinvertebrate List



Flow, Weather and Land Uses



Photo Album



The Overall Assessment



What’s happening now and what’s planned  
for the near future

Currently there are more than 850 surveys in the database, 
some dating back as far as 1996.  Many of these surveys have 
been entered by a contracted employee, whom initially was 
volunteering her time to help with the data entry process.

Robert is returning from Georgetown this summer and will be 
working on upgrades to the system. Some of these upgrades include 
trend analysis, graphical representation of selected data and the 
ability of the user to create summary reports. The ability to upload 
data will be added, as well as additional administrative features for 
data control and specialized reports.


