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ABSTRACT 
 
With an increased emphasis on establishing and achieving Total Maximum Daily Loads 
(TMDLs), citizen science programs are playing an ever expanding role in determining the health 
of our streams and rivers.  What does it take to sustain a successful volunteer monitoring 
program?  
 
Utilizing the Delaware Nature Society’s Technical Stream Monitoring program as an example, 
this presentation will explore the keys to sustainability and offer specific examples related to 
program structure, partnerships, funding, and support for volunteers.   
 
Established in 1995, Technical Stream Monitoring is a nationally recognized example of the 
acceptance and use of citizen science data by the Delaware Department of Natural Resources and 
Environmental Control (DNREC) and the Federal Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 
Technical Stream Monitoring was developed to supplement the State’s monitoring efforts in 
other locations by providing reliable baseline values for several different chemical and physical 
parameters.  
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