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What is Stream Waders?

• Benthic macroinvertebrates

• A way to interact with others interested in
streams

• Part of DNR’s Maryland Biological Stream
Survey (MBSS)

• A place to meet your future spouse!
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Goals

• More sampling sites

• Educate

• Provide good data

• Encourage local action
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POOR – 1.0-2.9

FAIR – 3.0-3.9

GOOD – 4.0-5.0

Benthic Index of Biotic Integrity
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2000 – 2010

• 1,237 trainees (150/year avg.)

• 40 teams/year

• 79% of all subwatersheds sampled

• 5,950 sites (541/year avg.)

• 673,513 invertebrates identified
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Scale

MBSS -
Watersheds

Stream Waders -
Subwatersheds
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Statewide Results

SW Family IBI Ratings

All Years

Poor

60%

Fair

26%

Good

14%

MBSS Genus IBI Ratings

All Years

Fair

35%

Poor

49%

Good

16%

Stream Waders Family BIBI MBSS Genus BIBI
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Antidegradation Policy Support

Really Healthy Streams
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Gwynns Falls,
Baltimore Area

North Branch Potomac River,
Garrett County

Stream Waders site

Mbss site
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MBSS Crew Sample
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Let’s Compare!
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Stream
Waders
rocks!

Stream
Waders
rocks!

My Toe
Fell Off

Stream
Waders
rocks!

My nose
Is frozen
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Google “Maryland Stream Waders” or find
us on Facebook
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